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PREFACE. 

*HESE  Addresses  were  originally  published 
in  the  form  of  little  penny  books,  having 
been  delivered  at  the  Iron  Room  and 
Clapton  Hall,  Upper  Clapton,*  at  different  times. 
Being  desirous  that,  in  their  present  form,  they 
should  have  as  wide  a  circulation  and  be  as  much 
blessed  to  the  children  of  God  and  the  unsaved  as 
they  were  in  their  smaller  shape,  I  now  send  forth 
this  volume,  looking  alone  to  Him. 


Iron  Room  and  Clapton  Hall  Addresses  can  be  had  in  quantities  for  distribution 
at  reasonable  price  from  Publishers  (J.  E.  Hawkins  &  Co.)- 
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GOOD  TIDINGS  OF  GREAT  JOY. 


"And  the  angel  said  unto  them,  Fear  not :  for,  behold,  I  bring  you. good 
tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people." — LUKE  ii.  10. 


birth  of  the  Saviour  was  ushered  in  by  the 
wonderful  manifestation  of  "the  angel  of  the 
Lord "  to  simple  shepherds  as  they  watched 
their  flocks  by  night.  In  the  midst  of  the  mid- 
night darkness  by  which  they  were  enveloped,  suddenly 
there  shone  round  about  them  a  light  from  heaven,  and 
they  were  sore  afraid.  And  no  wonder.  The  dazzling 
blaze  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  enough  to  strike  terror 
into  the  hearts  of  the  unsaved.  It  shows  them  what  they 
are,  and  what  the  claims  of  a  holy  God  are  against  sinners. 
Job  said,  "  Mine  eye  seeth  Thee,  therefore  I  abhor  myself." 
Isaiah,  surrounded  by  the  light  of  the  moral  glory  of  the 
Lord,  cries,  "Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  undone."  Paul  also, 
bowed  and  humbled  to  the  very  dust  in  the  presence  of 
this  glory,  exclaims,  "Who  art  Thou,  Lord?"  Light  con- 
victs and  condemns,  and  leaves  the  soul  conscience-stricken 
in  the  presence  of  God.  David  says,  "The  Lord  is  my 
light  and  my  salvation."  Light  first,  to  expose  man's  vile- 
ness  and  badness,  and  salvation  to  meet  the  need  of  the 
convicted  sinner.  The  shepherds  were  sore  afraid.  The 
fear  of  the  Lord,  created  by  the  light  of  the  glory,  is  the 
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beginning  of  wisdom  and  knowledge.  What  sweet  music 
fell  on  the  ears  of  these  poor  stricken  ones  as  the  voice  of 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  uttered  these  comforting  words : 
"  Fear  not :  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great 
joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this 
day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour^  which  is  Christ  the 
Lord."  Guilty  fears  vanish,  clouds  and  darkness  roll  away, 
and  now  they  are  filled  with  joy  and  peace.  This  is  ever 
the  effect  of  receiving  the  gospel. 

The  word  gospel  means  "good  news,"  "glad  tidings." 
Not  that  you  should  doubt  or  be  uncertain,  not  that  you 
might  still  fear,  but  that  you  may  have  "great  joy."  The 
mind  is  always  affected  by  the  character  of  the  message  it 
receives,  whether  of  sorrow  or  joy;  so  that  if  you  receive 
the  gospel,  the  glad  tidings,  the  effect  must  be  great  joy. 
The  gospel,  called  in  Scripture  the  gospel  of  God,  of  the 
grace  of  God,  of  peace,  of  salvation,  of  the  glory  of  Christ, 
is  good  news  from  heaven  to  a  sin-blighted  world.  It  is  to 
"all  people";  not  to  a.  few,  but  to  all  in  this  sinful  world. 
Let  us  consider  now  some  of  the  benefits  of  which  these 
good  tidings  speak. 

I.  They  tell  us  of  freedom  for  the  slave.  The  uncon- 
verted do  not  believe  that  they  are  the  servants  of  sin,  the 
slaves  of  Satan,  and  the  abject  subjects  of  the  King  of 
Terrors.  Men  laugh  at  the  idea,  and  boast  of  their  liberty, 
how  they  can  do  this,  go  there,  just  as  they  like.  Awful 
infatuation !  Unconverted  man,  thou  art  but  a  puppet  in 
the  hands  of  Satan,  the  god  of  this  world,  and  led  about 
"captive  by  him  at  his  will.'"  (2  Timothy  ii.  26.)  Mark 
these  words,  " at  his  will"  He  pulls  the  strings,  he  gives 
the  command,  and  his  abject  slave  must  obey.  Where  is 
now  thy  boasted  liberty,  thou  enslaved  one?  May  God 
open  your  eyes  to  see  your  true  state,  poor  sinner !  He 
has  different  chains  for  different  persons  wherewith  to  bind 


GOOD   TIDINGS  OF  GREAT  JOY.  ^ 

them  to  himself  and  drag  them  along  the  broad  road  that 
leads  to  destruction.  What  a  fearful  chain  is  drunkenness  ! 
How  many  thousands  he  is  now  hurrying  along  at  express 
speed  to  hell  through  this  !  How  few  are  emancipated 
from  its  thrall !  I  solemnly  believe  that  by  far  the  largest 
number  of  any  class  of  sinners  in  hell  will  be  "religious 
professors,"  and  next  to  them  "drunkards"  As  the  boa 
constrictor  winds  itself  round  its  helpless  victim,  and  holds 
it  fast  in  its  deadly  embrace,  so  this  love  of  drink  coils 
itself  round  many  a  poor  slave  of  Satan,  depriving  them  of 
all  power  of  resistance,  sending  them  oftentimes  to  an 
untimely  grave  and  a  never-ending  hell !  We  must  raise 
our  voices  against  this  rapidly  increasing  social  evil,  which 
nowadays  has  seized  hold  upon  women  as  well  as  men. 

Another  chain  is  pleasure.  It  binds  the  young.  It 
attracts  them.  The  world  is  very  attractive  to  the  young 
heart,  just  beginning  what  is  called  "life."  Ignorant  of  its 
hollowness  and  unreality,  they  mistake  its  tinsel  for  gold, 
and  its  smiles  for  happiness,  and  on  and  on  they  are  led  to 
their  own  destruction.  "This  way  to  the  pit"  is  written 
over  every  entrance  of  this  flowery  path  of  pleasure.  Poor 
votary  of  pleasure,  thou  art  building  castles  in  the  air, 
dreaming  away  the  short  span  of  life  in  empty  visions  of 
future  happiness  and  pleasure,  and  frittering  away  the 
precious  moments  of  time  that  God  has  given  you  to  pre- 
pare for  that  never-ending  eternity  to  which  you  are  fast 
hastening.  Vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit  is  stamped  on 
all.  Awake  from  your  dreamy  slumbers,  thou  child  of 
wrath  ?  Earth's  streams  will  never  satisfy  thy  thirsty  soul. 
It  is  like  drinking  the  waters  of  the  ocean ;  the  more  you 
drink  the  more  thirsty  you  become.  "Whosoever  shall 
drink  of  this  water  shall  thirst  again,"  both  here  and  here- 
after. Jesus  said,  "  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto 
Me  and  drink."  These  are  the  good  tidings  we  bring  you. 

Many  more  are  the  chains  of  Satan,  as  the  love  of  sin, 
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love  of  money,  religion  apart  from  the  sacrifice  of  Jesus, 
carelessness  about  the  great  salvation.  With  these  he 
holds  the  world  enthralled,  and  leads  it  "captive  at  his 
will"  "We  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy." 

Man  is  also  the  servant  of  sin.  Read  John  viii.  34 : 
"Jesus  said,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  Whosoever 
committeth  sin  is  the  servant  of  sin."  Sin  is  represented 
in  Romans  vi.  as  a  tyrant  master  giving  his  servants  their 
wages.  All  men  are  servants,  either  of  God  or  of  sin. 
Who  is  your  master,  my  friend,  God  or  sin  ?  Remember, 
"you  cannot  serve  two  masters."  If  you  are  a  converted 
man,  a  saved  woman,  you  are  the  servant  of  God.  If  not 
saved,  you  are  the  servant  of  sin.  God  says  it.  Sin  is  the 
ruling,  controlling,  dominating  principle  that  is  in  you  and 
on  you,  and  from  which  you  never  can  free  yourself.  But 
"we  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy."  There  is  freedom 
for  you. 

Again,  men  are  subjects  of  cruel  death.  His  sway  is 
universal  over  an  unregenerated  world.  All  must  own  his 
supremacy.  The  ungodly  must  die.  He  is  God's  officer 
of  justice,  sent  to  arrest  the  Christless  sinner  and  bring  him 
before  the  bar  of  a  holy  and  just  Judge.  Sinner,  are  you 
ready  for  the  summons  ?  are  you  prepared  to  meet  God  ? 

Death  is  not  the  Christian's  tyrant,  but  the  Christian's 
friend,  who  comes  and  opens  the  prison  door  to  let  their 
redeemed  and  happy  spirits  go  free,  and  soar  aloft  to  God 
who  saved  them.  What  a  bondage,  the  fear  of  death  ! 
Thanks  be  to  God,  through  Christ  He  hath  delivered  His 
people  from  this  yoke,  this  terrible  yoke.  "  We  bring  you 
good  tidings  of  great  joy." 

There  is  deliverance  for  you,  and  at  hand.  For  years 
England,  as  well  as  the  other  nations  of  the  world,  had 
large  property  in  slaves  in  her  colonies,  till  the  noble 
Wilberforce  put  forth  his  eloquence  and  his  talents  on  their 
behalf,  and  at  last  succeeded  in  passing  the  Emancipation 
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Act,  by  which  all  slaves  under  England's  rule,  and  all  slaves 
who  touched  English  soil,  were  to  be  free.  It  cost  England 
twenty  millions  of  money — a  great,  a  very  great  price ;  but 
the  glory  of  that  act  will  be  for  ever  emblazoned  on  her 
escutcheon.  Well  may  she  be  proud  of  it !  The  act, 
having  received  the  king's  signature,  was  sent  out  in  the 
fastest  ships  to  the  colonies,  "  bringing  the  good  tidings  of 
great  joy"  to  the  poor  down-trodden  enslaved  multitudes 
there — Emancipation  for  the  slaves.  No  more  cruel  bondage, 
or  lash,  or  chain,  but  glorious  freedom.  The  governors 
issued  proclamations,  which  were  posted  everywhere.  How 
many  a  song  of  praise  went  up  from  many  a  ransomed  soul ! 
How  many  a  prayer  ascended  for  blessings  on  noble 
England  !  It  was  a  time  of  rejoicing.  England  rejoiced, 
Wilberforce  and  his  friends  rejoiced,  the  governors  rejoiced, 
the  slaves  rejoiced.  It  was  a  happy  time.  As  the  slaves 
read  the  proclamation,  were  they  swayed  by  different 
emotions  ?  Did  some  leap  for  joy  and  their  hearts  dissolve 
in  thankfulness?  Did  others  sigh  and  say,  "Too  good 
news  to  be  true,  it  is  not  for  me,"  or  "  I  'm  too  unworthy," 
or  "  If  I  could  only  feel  it  was  true  I  'd  believe  it,"  or  "  If 
I  could  only  feel  I  was  free  I  would  be  all  right "  ?  What 
think  you  ?  Ah,  no  !  it  was  a  reality,  this  freedom — a  thing 
to  be  believed  and  enjoyed.  They  could  not  feel  the  fact 
of  the  passing  of  the  act,  but  they  could  feel  supremely 
happy,  because  by  the  passing  of  the  act  they  were  free,  and 
they  believed  it.  Had  they  not  believed  it  they  never  could 
be  happy. 

Well  now,  beloved  friends,  the  Eternal  Trinity,  seeing  you 
in  slavery,  bondage,  and  subjection,  unable  to  do  anything 
to  deliver  or  free  yourselves,  passed  the  glorious  Emanci- 
pation Act  in  the  councils  of  heaven  by  which,  upon  the 
mighty  price  of  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  being 
paid  as  a  satisfaction  for  God's  claims,  liberty  and  freedom 
was  to  be  proclaimed  to  all  who  would  come  and  believe 
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on  this  wondrous  Redeemer,  this  Son  of  the  living  God. 
What  think  you  of  the  price  ?  Twenty  millions  was  enor- 
mous. But  oh  !  the  precious  blood  of  God's  dear  Son  shed 
on  the  cross !  Have  you  counted  the  cost  of  your  re- 
demption? Who  can  estimate  its  value?  Is  it  not 
sufficient  for  all  the  people  of  this  world?  Yea,  for  all  the 
people  of  millions  of  worlds  like  this  !  Then  how  are  you 
to  be  free  ?  "  The  truth  shall  make  you  free."  Believing, 
thou  art  free.  Believing  what  ?  First,  that  you  are  a  poor 
helpless  slave,  unable  to  save  yourself.  Do  you,  can  you 
believe  this  ?  If  you  don't  you  have  no  need  for  the  second ; 
viz.,  that  Jesus  Christ  on  the  cross,  by  His  precious  blood 
shed,  paid  down  for  you  the  redemption-money  of  your 
freedom  from  sin,  Satan,  death.  The  moment  the  King  of 
England  put  his  signature  to  that  Act  of  Parliament,  that 
moment  they  were  virtually  free.  So  the  moment  the 
resurrection  of  Christ  gave  efficacy  to  His  finished  work, 
that  moment  your  freedom  was  effected ;  and  now,  practically 
and  experimentally,  you  are  free  on  believing. 

"The  moment  a  sinner  believes, 

And  trusts  in  a  crucified  Lord  ; 
His  pardon  at  once  he  receives, 

Salvation  in  full  through  His  blood." 

What  had  the  slaves  to  do  in  order  to  be  free  ?  Had 
they  to  pay,  to  work,  to  feel  ?  Certainly  not.  They  willingly 
received  "the  glad  tidings,"  and  believing  it  had  "great 
joy";  their  chains  were  broken,  their  misery  was  at  an  end, 
and  they  were  free.  They  did  not  "  hope  "  they  were  free. 
They  knew  it,  they  rejoiced  and  felt  very  happy.  So  with 
you,  dear  sinner.  The  moment  you  believe  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  as  the  one  who  "loved  you  and  died  for  you,"  as  if 
you  were  the  only  sinner  in  the  world  He  loved  and  died 
for,  that  moment  you  are  saved,  are  free;  the  chains,  by 
which  you  were  "  tied  and  bound,"  fall  off,  and  you  hence- 
forth become  "the  Lord's  freeman."  You  change 'masters; 
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grace  reigns  over  you  now  instead  of  sin ;  Christ  is  your 
Lord  instead  of  Satan,  and  death  is  your  friend  instead  of 
your  foe.  Happy,  joyous,  glorious  liberty  and  freedom. 
All  for  you  new,  at  this  moment,  friend.  Cross  the  Rubicon! 
On  one  side  death,  on  the  other*  life  ;  on  one  slavery,  on 
the  other  freedom  ;  on  one  darkness,  on  the  other  light. 
One  leads  to  hell,  the  other  to  heaven.  Surely  this  is 
"good  tidings  of  great  joy,"  and  why  not  for  you  now — 
this  moment? 

II.  The  good  tidings  tell  of  health  for  the  sick,  a  cure  for 
the  incurable. 

In  Matt.  ix.  12  the  Lord  says,  "They  that  are  whole 
need  not  a  physician,  but  they  that  are  sick."  Man  has 
within  him  the  incurable  disease  of  sin,  hastening  him  on  to 
death.  False  teachers  may  tell  you  that  sin  is  but  a  plague- 
spot  on  our  human  nature  that  can  be  cured  by  good  works. 
It  is  not  so.  Sin  is  a  fell  disease,  for  which  there  is  but  one 
remedy — the  blood  of  Christ.  We  have  a  striking  illustration 
of  this  in  the  case  of  the  bitten  Israelites,  referred  to  by  our 
Lord  in  John  Hi.  The  bitten  ones  had  the  poison  of  the 
serpents  coursing  through  their  veins.  There  was  no  anti- 
dote for  it.  No  human  skill  or  treatmeat  could  ever 
neutralize  the  baneful  effects  of  that  deadly  poison.  Death 
was  the  inevitable  result  to  all.  They  must  die.  So  man, 
born  in  sin,  shapen  in  iniquity,  has  within  him  the  subtle 
poison  of  that  old  serpent,  the  devil,  which  no  human 
efforts,  means,  or  remedies  can  ever  reach  or  cure.  Sin  is 
incurable  to  all  earthly  appliances,  and  death  must  be  the 
result ;  and  this  death  —  the  second  death  —  is  eternal 
banishment  from  God,  happiness,  and  heaven.  But  "we 
bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy."  There  is  a  remedy 
for  the  disease,  there  is  a  cure  for  the  incurable.  In  the 
case  of  the  Israelites,  God  did  not  take  away  the  cause ; 
for,  had  He  merely  done  so,  all  the  bitten  ones  would  have 
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died ;  but  He  sent  a  remedy  by  which  all  the  bitten  ones 
could  be  cured.  The  remedy  was  infallible  to  every  one 
who  availed  themselves  of  it.  A  lifted  up  serpent  was  the 
remedy !  and  the  moment  they  did  what  God  told  them, 
and  looked  at  the  uplifted  serpent — falling  in  with  His  plan 
— that  moment  they  were  cured  and  healed.  And  so  for 
the  wounded,  sin-sick  sinner,  God  has  provided  a  blessed 
remedy,  which  has  never  yet  failed  in  the  case  of  any  who 
have  tried  it.  "  As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the 
wilderness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of  man  be  lifted  up :  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life."  Suppose  I  were  to  go  to  an  hospital  for 
incurables  (those  most  excellent  institutions  well  deserving 
the  sympathy  and  support  of  God's  people),  and  collect 
together  in  a  room  all  the  patients — some  in  the  last  stage 
of  consumption,  others  eaten  away  with  cancer,  others 
having  heart  disease,  but  all  hopelessly  incurable,  everything 
that  care  and  skill  could  think  of  or  devise  having  utterly 
failed  to  reach  their  case.  Suppose  I  stood  up  in  their 
midst  and  said,  "  I  have  good  tidings  of  great  joy  for  you, 
dear  people.  I  have  come  to  tell  you  all  that  I  have  here  a 
never-failing  cure  which  will  surely  restore  and  recover  any 
of  you  that  will  try  it."  The  eyes  of  some  would  brighten 
at  the  news,  while  others  would  remain  listless  and  careless, 
the  anouncement  conveying  no  glad  tidings  to  them,  because 
having  tried  so  many  physicians  and  their  remedies  already, 
and  all  having  failed,  they  think  their  case  is  hopeless  and 
beyond  remedy.  Suppose  I  say,  "  Who  will  come  to  me 
for  the  remedy  ?  "  See  that  consumptive  young  man,  how 
he  eagerly  comes  forward  and  puts  out  his  hand  for  it !  He 
takes  it  in  the  presence  of  all,  and  soon  a  wonderful  change 
comes  over  him.  He  breathes  freely  now;  he  has  no 
longer  the  hollow  cheeks  and  sunken  eyes ;  flesh  comes  to 
the  emaciated  form ;  he  is  a  new  creature.  Many  others 
gratefully  receive  the  remedy,  and  are  cured  at  once. 
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Others  refuse,  and  still  continue  in  their  hopeless  condition, 
which  soon  ends  fatally  for  them.  Others  slight  it  and  scoff 
at  it,  though  they  see  the  wonderful  change  wrought  in  those 
who  try  the  remedy  :  they  perish  miserably  with  the  remedy 
within  their  reach. 

This  world  is  a  vast  incurable  hospital,  where  men  suffer 
with  this  fatal  disease  of  sin.  There  are  many  men  who 
profess  to  cure  all  who  try  their  way.  Their  medicines  go 
by  different  names — "good  works,"  "sacraments,"  "charity," 
"religiousness,"  "praying,"  "trusting  to  the  mercy  of  God," 
"attend  ordinances."  How  many  thousands  have  been 
deluded  by  these  miserable  charlatans,  and  instead  of 
getting  better  under  their  treatment,  only  get  worse !  Many 
have  implicit  confidence  in  their  skill,  and  who  never 
discover  their  mistake  till  they  find  themselves  in  hell,  when 
it  is  too  late.  They  perish  with  the  remedy  within  their 
reach.  You  may  remember  the  case  of  the  woman  (in 
Mark  v.)  with  the  issue  of  blood.  She  had  an  incurable 
disease,  and  she  went  from  one  physician  to  another  until 
she  had  spent  all  the  means  she  had.  None  could  heal ; 
she  only  grew  worse  and  worse  the  more  she  tried  human 
remedies.  At  last  all  hope  was  over;  her  condition  was 
truly  pitiable.  She  went  home  to  die.  Starvation  and 
death  stared  her  in  the  face ;  she  had  no  means  of  sub- 
sistence ;  all  was  spent ;  the  tide  of  life  fast  ebbing  away ; 
she  was  helpless,  she  was  hopeless.  But  "  man's  extremity 
is  God's  opportunity."  She  hears  a  tumult  of  people 
outside  her  door ;  she  asks  what  it  is  all  about ;  she  is  told 
that  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  who  has  cured  and  healed  so  many, 
is  on  His  way  to  Jairus's  house  to  restore  his  little  daughter, 
who  was  at  the  point  of  death.  "  Oh,  I  'm  so  glad  !  He 
is  the  only  one  who  can  do  me  any  good.  If  I  can  but 
touch  the  hem  of  His  garment,  I  know  /shall  be  healed." 
It  was  a  matter  of  life  or  death  with  her ;  she  was  really  in 
earnest.  In  spite  of  the  crowd  that  thronged  Him,  she 
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made  her  way  behind  Him,  touched  His  garment,  and  was 
immediately  cured.  Mark  the  order.  She  heard  the  good 
tidings ;  she  believed  them  ;  she  touched;  and  her  hitherto 
incurable  disease  yields  to  the  divine  power  of  the  good 
Physician. 

So  it  must  be  with  you,  sinner.  You  must  come  to  Jesus 
as  you  are.  If  you  wait  to  get  better,  you  will  only  get 
worse.  You  have  tried  those  worthless  remedies ;  they 
have  utterly  failed  to  give  you  any  relief.  Come  at  once  to 
the  great  Physician,  who  has  for  all  who  come  the  infallible 
remedy  of  His  own  precious  blood.  Perish  not  with  the 
remedy  within  your  reach.  Whether  you  believe  your  lost 
condition  or  not,  God  knows  better  than  you,  and  He  has 
provided  the  remedy.  You  have  heard  now  the  good 
tidings.  Will  you  believe  it?  Come  to  Jesus  and  be 
healed,  cured,  saved,  and  then  you  will  rejoice. 

III.  "We  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy."  There 's 
water  for  the  thirsty,  and  bread  for  the  hungry.  Isaiah 
says,  "  Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters." 
Jesus  said,  "  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  Me  and 
drink."  John  says,  "Whosoever  will,  let  him  take  the 
water  of  life  freely."  All  men  thirst.  Some  thirst  for 
gold :  it  is  insatiable.  Some  for  pleasure :  it  is  insatiable. 
Some  for  honour :  •  it  is  insatiable.  Some  for  sin :  it  is 
insatiable.  "Whosoever  shall  drink  of  this  water  shall 
thirst  again."  They  intoxicate  and  create  more  thirst. 
They  never  can,  they  never  will,  satisfy.  When  the  blessed 
Saviour  on  the  cross  cried,  "  I  thirst,"  the  pitiless  soldiers 
gave  Him  vinegar  and  gall  to  drink.  Unconverted  men, 
unsaved  women,  this  is  what  the  devil  will  give  you ; 
nothing  more  he  can  give.  The  sins  and  pleasures  of  the 
world  may  for  the  present  be  to  your  taste  like  honey,  yet 
by-and-by  they  will  prove  vinegar  and  gall.  How  bitter 
your  trials,  your  cares,  your  disappointments,  your  blasted 
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hopes !  The  whole  inner  man  is  soured.  How  some, 
with  bodies  worn  out  with  dissipation  and  disease,  the 
consequence  of  their  sins,  curse  their  "hard  lot,"  as  they 
call  it,  and  wish  they  had  never  been  born.  The  sweet  has 
become  bitter — vinegar  and  gall.  But  "  I  bring  you  good 
tidings  of  great  joy."  You  need  no  longer  drink  the 
waters  of  Marah,  but  the  sweet  reviving  streams  of  eternal 
life.  "  As  cold  waters  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news 
from  a  far  country."  Jesus  says,  "Whosoever  drinketh  of 
the  water  that  /  shall  give  him  shall  never  thirst ;  but  the 
water  that  I  shall  give  him  shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water 
springing  up  into  everlasting  life."  (John  iv.  14.)  Come 
then  to  Him  and  quench  your  thirst.  He  holds  the  cup  to 
your  lips.  Drink  !  The  cup  of  wrath  He  drained  to  its 
dregs  on  the  cross,  and  now  it  is  a  cup  full  of  blessing  held 
to  your  lips.  Drink  and  live,  and  then  no  more  thirst. 
You  have  tried  earth's  streams  with  no  satisfaction.  Try 
these  refreshing  streams  that  flow  from  the  heart  of  God 
and  the  cross  of  Christ.  The  Rock  Christ  was  smitten 
there :  out  flows  the  water.  Drink  and  live ;  believe  and 
live. 

Again,  the  hungry  soul  wants  to  be  fed.  There 's  bread 
for  the  hungry.  Jesus  says,  "  I  am  the  bread  of  life :  he 
that  cometh  to  Me  shall  never  hunger ;  and  he  that  believeth 
on  Me  shall  never  thirst."  What  good  news !  May  it  be 
of  "great  joy"  to  your  soul !  Have  you  a  desire  for  salva- 
tion ?  Have  you  a  craving  for  the  things  of  God  ?  Have  you 
an  aching  void  in  your  soul  that  the  world  has  never 
succeeded  in  filling  up  ?  These  are  not  of  Satan's  creation ; 
he  has  nothing  to  give  but  husks.  It  was  so  with  the 
prodigal  son.  He  was  famishing  with  hunger,  and  no  man 
gave  unto  him.  All  he  had  was  husks,  swine's  food ;  no 
bread  there,  nothing  but  starvation  and  want.  So  with  you, 
poor  sinner,  afar  off  from  God,  living  for  the  world,  all  you 
need  expect,  for  all  you  will  get  will  be  the  never  satisfying 


•  16  NOW  AND  FOR  EVER. 

food  of  Satan's  providing — husks.  We  have  good  news  for 
you.  You  may  have  instead  "angels'  food,"  the  manna 
that  came  down  from  heaven  and  giveth  life  unto  the  world. 
Jesus  said,  "  Except  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  man,  and 
drink  His  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you  " ;  and  "  whosoever 
eateth  My  flesh,  and  drinketh  My  blood,  hath  eternal  life." 
(John  vi.)  What  is  the  meaning  of  this?  Certainly  not 
partaking  of  the  Lord's  supper,  which  is  never  referred  to 
here.  What  then  ?  Why  simply  this,  as  explained  in  verse 
47 — "  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  He  that  believeth  on 
Me  hath  everlasting  life."  So  that  eating  the  flesh  and 
drinking  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  man  is  simply  believing 
on  Him  ;  that  is,  by  faith  we  obtain  all  the  benefits  resulting 
from  His  broken  body  and  shed  blood.  In  other  words  we 
appropriate  them,  and  this  is  life,  eternal  life.  Like  the 
prodigal,  "Arise  and  go  to  your  Father."  There  's  bread 
and  to  spare  in  His  house.  The  arms  of  love  are  ready  to 
be  thrown  around  you,  the  lips  te  kiss  you,  the  best  robe  of 
heaven  to  cover  you,  the  shoes  of  sonship  for  your  feet,  and 
the  ring,  emblematic  of  His  never-ending  love,  for  your 
finger.  Come,  and  welcome.  "  Whosoever  cometh  shall 
never  hunger."  These  should  be  good  tidings  of  great  joy 
to  the  poor  hungry  sinner. 

IV.  These  glad  tidings  tell  of  pardon  for  the  guilty.  For 
four  thousand  years  God  put  man  on  his  trial,  and  the 
result  was  that  man  only  got  worse  instead  of  better.  He 
tried  him  under  innocence,  and  he  failed.  He  tried  him 
under  conscience,  and  he  failed.  He  tried  him  under  law, 
and  he  failed,  ending  in  the  murder  of  the  Son  of  God. 
This  was  the  climax.  The  cross  of  Christ  ended  the  trial 
of  man.  No  longer  is  man  now  under  probation,  but 
under  condemnation.  He  was  weighed  in  the  balances 
and  found  wanting.  He  was  put  on  his  trial,  judged,  found 
guilty,  and  condemned.  So  that  now  every  unsaved  man 
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is  under  sentence  of  death,  and  this  world  is  his  condemned 
cell.  Jesus  says,  "  He  that  believeth  not  is  condemned 
already."  (John  iii.)  Paul  says,  "The  whole  world  is 
become  guilty  before  God,"  the  righteous  Judge.  (Rom.  iii.) 
Fearful  is  the  doom  awaiting  you,  poor  sinner !  The  sen- 
tence passed,  "  The  soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die,"  is  ready 
at  any  moment  God  chooses  to  be  carried  into  execution. 
By  a  slender  thread  the  sword  of  justice  is  suspended  over 
thy  soul,  ready,  upon  a  word  from  God,  to  hurry  thee  off  to 
thy  never-ending  destruction.  Sinner,  you  are  guilty  and 
condemned.  Think  on  your  condition  !  God  says,  "  He 
can  in  no  wise  clear  the  guilty."  God  is  holy  and  just. 
How  can  He  exonerate  you  from  guilt?  How  can  He  be 
just,  and  at  the  same  time  justify  the  ungodly  sinner?  If 
it  depended  on  you  He  could  not.  Nothing  you  could  ever 
do  could  so  satisfy  the  claims  of  divine  justice  as  to  enable 
God  to  justify  you ;  viz.,  pronounce  you  not  guilty.  The 
sentence  must  be  executed,  justice  must  be  satisfied,  truth 
must  be  vindicated.  Sinner,  you  must  die,  or  another  for 
you.  The  sentence  is  irrevocable.  Some  think  if  they 
only  cry  for  mercy  that  they  will  be  saved.  There  never 
was  anyone  yet  saved  by  crying  for  mercy.  Don't  be 
deluded. 

In  one  of  the  northern  counties  of  Ireland  a  few  years 
ago  a  young  man  was  put  on  his  trial  for  murdering  his 
brother.  After  a  patient  investigation  of  the  case  the  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  guilty.  Before  the  judge  put  on  the 
black  cap  to  pronounce  sentence  of  death,  he  asked  the 
prisoner  if  he  had  anything  to  say  why  sentence  of  death 
should  not  be  pronounced.  A  most  affecting  scene  took 
place.  The  wretched  man  threw  himself  down  on  his 
knees  in  the  dock,  and  with  terrified  face  and  bitter  anguish 
of  soul  cried  out,  "  Oh,  my  lord,  have  mercy  on  me  !  I 
slew  my  brother,  but  I  am  very  sorry  for  it.  My  lord,  have 
mercy  on  me,  and  don't  sentence  me  to  death  !"  The 
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judge  and  the  whole  court  were  deeply  moved,  many  to 
tears.  All  his  entreaties  for  mercy,  and  his  expression  of 
deep  sorrow,  could  not  move  the  judge.  He  had  but  one 
course  open  to  him,  and  that  was  to  sentence  him  to  death. 
Justice  must  be  satisfied,  and  justice  is  inexorable  to  all  cries 
for  mercy  and  expressions  of  sorrow.  The  condemned  man 
must  die ;  and  if  it  is  impossible  for  human  justice  to  be 
satisfied  with  cries  for  mercy,  expressions  of  sorrow,  how 
much  more  the  justice  of  God?  God  is  merciful — blessed 
be  His  name  for  ever — but  God  is  just.  His  mercy  could 
not  be  extended  to  any  at  the  expense  of  His  justice. 
Sinner,  you  have  been  tried,  found  guilty,  and  the  sentence 
of  death  pronounced.  You  now  await  your  execution. 
You  may  be  called  ere  another  sun  rises  upon  this  world. 

Suppose  the  Queen  of  England  heard  of  that  condemned 
man,  and,  having  her  heart  drawn  out  in  pity  and  love  to 
him,  she  induced  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  go  over  to  that 
prison  and  say,  "  My  mother  loves  this  poor  condemned 
man,  and  she  wants  to  have  him  always  with  her  in  court, 
to  bring  him  into  her  family,  allowing  him  all  the  privileges 
of  the  royal  children.  She  knows  she  cannot  exercise 
mercy  towards  him  at  the  expense  of  justice,  so  she  has 
sent  me  to  take  his  place,  to  bear  his  doom,  and  suffer  his 
punishment.  Take  off  his  clothes  and  let  him  put  on 
mine,  and  be  at  once  sent  to  the  Queen."  Suppose  the 
Prince  put  on  the  condemned  man's  dress,  took  his  place, 
and  died  for  him,  what  would  the  world  think  and  say? 
What  excitement  there  would  be  all  over  the  world  as  the 
telegraph  flashed  the  news  of  such  a  wonderful  exhibition 
of  love  on  the  part  of  the  Queen,  and  of  devotion  on  that 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  that !  And  yet  far  more  won- 
derful has  it  been  that  the  Prince  of  Life,  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,  came  into  this  world  to  die  instead  of  the 
poor,  guilty,  condemned  sinner.  Sinner,  He  died  for  thee. 
The  guiltless  One  took  the  place,  bore  the  punishment  of 
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the  guilty,  "that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  Can  you  believe  He 
died  for  you,  a  lost,  guilty,  condemned  sinner?  By  believing 
that,  the  execution  of  the  just  sentence  of  God  against  you, 
a  sinner,  undergone  by  Christ  on  the  cross,  you  are  free. 
It  is  not  that  you  are  reprieved,  or  your  sentence  commuted, 
but  that  the  prison  doors  are  thrown  wide  open  for  you  to 
step  out  a  free  and  justified  man.  There  can  only  be  mercy 
on  the  ground  of  justice  satisfied.  We  bring  you  "  good 
tidings  of  great  joy."  There's  pardon  and  forgiveness  now 
for  thee,  the  moment  you  believe  on  Jesus  as  your  substitute, 
on  the  ground  of  all  the  claims  of  a  holy  God  and  a  right- 
eous Judge,  being  fully  and  perfectly  met  by  the  death  of 
Christ  on  the  cross.  And  the  resurrection  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  from  the  grave  on  the  third  day  is  God's  proof  to  you, 
sinner,  that  His  law  was  magnified,  His  justice  satisfied, 
His  majesty  vindicated,  and  His  truth  upheld.  Will  you 
now  be  satisfied  with  that  which  satisfied  God — the  death 
of  Jesus?  Only  believe.  God  is  just,  and  the  justifier  of 
Him  who  believeth  in  Jesus.  You  are  guilty.  Jesus,  Him- 
self guiltless,  took  the  place  of  the  guilty,  so  that  every 
sinner  that  believes  on  Him  is  pronounced  by  God  as  not 
guilty  ;  that  is,  he  is  justified  by  faith,  and  he  has  peace 
with  God. 

Why,  then,  not  you?     Nothing  to  do,  nothing  to  bring, 

nothing. to  pay. 

"Jesus  did  it,  did  it  all, 
Long,  long  ago." 

These,  then,  are  the  glad  tidings  we  bring  you.  Freedom 
for  the  slave,  health  for  the  sick,  bread  and  water  for  the 
hungry  and  thirsty,  and  pardon  for  the  guilty.  All  for  thee, 
sinner  ! 

The  Lord  add  His  rich  blessing.     Amen. 


THE    NEW   BIRTH. 


"Ye  must  be  born  again." — JOHN  iii.  7. 


ORN  once,  die  twice;  born  twice,  die  once. 
There  are  two  births,  there  are  two  deaths — 
the  natural  birth  and  the  spiritual  birth,  the 
natural  death  and  the  spiritual  death.  If  a 
man  has  only  been  born  once,  the  natural  birth,  and  dies 
in  that  state,  he  dies  twice ;  -the  body  dies,  becomes  food 
for  worms,  and  the  soul  dies,  which  is  eternal  separation 
from  God.  If  a  man  has  been  born  twice,  spiritually  as 
well  as  naturally,  he  only  dies  once,  the  natural  death,  the 
death  of  the  body,  if  the  Lord  delays  His  coming.  Over 
him  the  second  death  has  no  'power.  By  birth  man  rs 
introduced  into  the  earthly  family.  By  birth  he  must  also 
be  introduced  into  the  heavenly.  "Ye  must  be  born 
again."  Dear  friend,  how  do  matters  stand  between  you 
and  God  ?  Have  you  been  born  again,  born  twice,  "  born 
of  God,"  "born  from  above"?  (See  margin.)  Are  you  a 
member  of  the  royal  family  of  heaven  ?  Are  you  a  child 
of  God,  a  son,  a  daughter  of  the  Lord  God  Almighty  ? 
The  Lord  is  very  emphatic  about  this.  Yea,  very  dogmatic. 
"  Ye  MUST  be  born  again."  "  Except  ye  be  converted,  and 
become  as  little  children,  ye  SHALL  NOT  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven." 
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It  comes  to  this :  Unless  you  are  born  of  God,  converted 
to  God,  you  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom.  Jesus  says 
it,  who  has  power  to  keep  you  out.  He  does  not  say  "  ye 
must  not,  ye  may  not."  He  says  "  ye  shall  not,  ye 
cannot." 

Hearken  to  Him.  See  that  ye  refuse  not  Him  that 
speaks  from  heaven. 

I.  Let  us  consider  the  importance  of  the  new,  the 
spiritual  birth.  Without  it  man  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of 
God.  Nicodemus,  a  ruler  of  the  Jews,  a  master  of  Israel, 
a  man  of  no  mean  pretensions  or  position  in  the  religious 
world,  heard  Jesus  inculcate  His  heavenly  precepts,  and 
saw  Him  perform  His  superhuman  miracles,  and  felt 
within  himself  how  far  short  he  fell,  as  a  teacher  of  the 
people,  when  measured  by  such  a  standard,  and  how 
ignorant  he  was  in  comparison  with  such  a  teacher.  He 
therefore  determines  to  hear  more,  and  comes  to  Jesus  to 
be  taught,  as  an  inferior  to  a  superior  teacher.  It  was  not 
anxiety  about  his  soul  that  brought  him.  It  was  not  con- 
viction of  sin.  He  came  to  be  taught.  "  Rabbi,"  he  says, 
"  we  know  that  thou  art  a  teacher  come  from  God :  for  no 
man  can  do  the  miracles  that  thou  doest,  except  God  be 
with  him."  Jesus,  as  it  were,  stopped  him  short,  and  said, 
"  Except  a  man  be  born  again "  (i.e.  from  above,  see 
margin),  "  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God " ;  as  much 
as  to  say,  The  first  thing  to  be  done  before  you  can  see,  be 
taught,  understand  anything  about  the  kingdom  is,  that 
"  you  must  be  born  again."  I  cannot  teach  you  till  your 
eyes  are  opened.  I  cannot  instruct  you  in  your  natural 
state,  for  "  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the 
Spirit  of  God :  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him :  neither 
can  he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned." 
(i  Cor.  ii.  14.)  Before  Nicodemus  was  entitled  to  take 
his  seat  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and  learn  the  lessons  of  grace 
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from  His  lips,  "he  must  be  born  of  God."  This  is  God's 
order.  "  The  grace  of  God  must  bring  salvation  to  him 
before  grace  can  teach  him."  (See  Titus  ii.  u,  12.) 

Again,  the  new  birth  is  all-important,  because  without  it 
there  is  no  introduction  into  the  heavenly  family.  "Except 
a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God."  (v.  5.)  A  child  by  baptism,  or 
rather  water-sprinkling,  may  be  introduced  into  the  outward, 
professing  Church,  but  it  is  only  by  spiritual  birth  that  any 
one  can  be  introduced  into  the  Church  of  Christ  or  family 
of  God.  You  may  have  been  baptized,  you  may  have 
been  received  as  a  member  of  a  Church,  and  have  never 
been  born  again,  never  made  a  member  of  Christ's  Church. 
How  is  it  with  you,  dear  reader  ?  Are  you  a  member  of  a 
Church  merely  ?  for  if  you  have  not  been  born  of  God  you 
belong  not  to  His  Church,  you  belong  not  to  the  Church. 
"  Ye  must  be  born  again." 

II.  Before  entering  upon  the  consideration  of  what  the 
new  birth  is,  we  must  endeavour  to  show  what  it  is  not.  It 
is  needful  to  do  so  in  these  days,  when  so  many  false  views 
are  abroad  and  openly  preached  about  salvation,  regenera- 
tion, and  atonement. 

First,  the  new  birth  is  not  the  gradual  improvement  of 
the  old  Adam  nature  under  the  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  as  some  wrongly  teach.  Those  who  hold  this  view 
err  sadly  with  respect  to  two  cardinal  truths  of  God's  word 
— (i)  that  the  old  nature  is  totally  unimprovable,  and  (2) 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  an  influence  but  a  divine  person. 

As  to  the  first,  let  us  read  Genesis  vi.  5  :  "  And  God  saw 
that  the  wickedness  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that 
every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil 
continually"  (every  day,  see  margin).  But  you  may  say, 
this  was  man  before  the  flood,  he  is  not  so  bad  now.  Has 
the  world  improved  ?  let  me  ask  you.  It  is  true  there  is 
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more  improvement,  socially  and  intellectually ;  but  is  there 
moral  improvement  ?  There  is  more  refinement,  because 
more  restraints ;  but  has  man's  heart  changed  ?  It  is  still 
the  same,  "  Deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately 
wicked,  who  can  know  it  ? "  In  Psalm  xiv.  we  find  God 
taking  a  look  at  man  hundreds  of  years  after  the  flood,  and 
what  is  His  record?  How  does  He  find  him?  "God 
looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of  men,  to  see 
if  there  were  any  that  did  understand,  and  seek  God." 
(z>.  2.)  Does  man  by  nature  understand  God?  No;  the 
reverse.  He  w/.r-understands  Him.  He  thinks  God  hates 
him,  God  is  angry  with  him  because  he  has  sinned.  He 
thinks  God  a  tyrant,  an  austere  man,  and  so  misunderstands 
Him.  Does  man  by  nature  seek  God?  No,  never  !  He 
seeks  sin,  self-gratification,  and  indulgence ;  seeks  pleasure 
and  amusement,  but  God  he  does  not,  he  cannot  seek  ;  yet 
God  in  His  infinite  grace  and  love  seeks  him,  and  this  is 
the  gospel :  "  The  Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save 
that  which  was  lost." 

What  was  the  result  of  God's  looking  to  see  if  there  were 
any  that  did  understand  and  seek  Him?  (Read  v.  3.) 
"  They  are  all  gone  aside :  they  are  altogether  become 
filthy;  there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  NO,  NOT  ONE." 
How  solemn  !  Men  may  be  kind,  generous,  philanthropic, 
religious,  but  all  his  works  before  salvation,  or  for  salvation, 
are  "reprobate"  (Titus  i.),  "dead  works"  (Hebrew  ix.) ; 
they  are  useless  and  worthless  before  Him  who  has  said, 
**  None  doeth  good,  no,  not  one."  Job  tried  for  many 
a  day  to  improve  his  old  nature,  but  had  to  give  it  up 
in  despair,  and  exclaim,  "Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out 
of  an  unclean?  not  one."  (xiv.  4.) 

Just  one  passage  more  (Matt,  xv.),  where  we  have  the 
Lord's  own  testimony  of  man's  heart.  In  verses  8  and  9 
we  find  where  man's  heart  is.  "  This  people  draweth  nigh 
unto  Me  with  their  mouth,  and  honoureth  Me  with  their 
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lips;  but  their  heart  is  far  from  Me."  How  true  of  many 
at  the  present  day.  They  go  to  their  "places  of  worship," 
repeat  prayers,  join  in  singing  praises,  worship  God  as  they 
think,  but  where  is  their  heart  all  the  time?  In  their 
speculations,  their  business,  their  money,  their  pleasures, 
their  sins,  their  dress  and  appearance,  far  from  God. 
Christ  says,  "In  vain  they  do  worship  Me."  (v.  9.)  No 
unconverted,  unsaved  man,  can  worship  God.  I  state  it 
boldly.  "They  that  are  in  the  flesh  cannot  please  God." 
(Romans  viii.  8.)  Professor  of  religion,  you  may  go 
through  your  religious  services  in  private  or  in  public,  you 
may  have  the  form  of  godliness,  say  prayers,  sing  hymns, 
honour  God  with  your  lips,  and  never,  never  worship  Him 
who  must  be  worshipped,  and  can  only  be  worshipped,  in 
spirit  and  in  truth.  In  verse  ig.  you  will  see  what  man's 
heart  is.  "  Out  of  the  heart  of  man  proceed  evil  thoughts, 
murders,  adulteries,  fornications,  thefts,  false  witness, 
blasphemies."  Awful  description  of  what  man's — every 
man's — heart  is.  These  may  be  kept  down  by  education 
and  refinement,  but  they  are  there.  John  Bradford,  the 
martyr,  one  day  seeing  a  poor  criminal  pass  his  house  on 
his  way  to  the  scaffold,  exclaimed,  "There  goes  John 
Bradford,  but  for  the  grace  of  God ! "  Sin,  in  its  various 
forms  and  aspects,  is  but  the  outflowing  of  the  human 
heart.  It  is  the  fountain-head,  the  source,  the  spring  of  all 
evil.  You  may  dry  up  many  of  the  streams ;  viz.,  the 
drunkard  may  give  up  his  drunkenness,  the  blasphemer  his 
blasphemy,  the  immoral  man  his  evil  ways,  and  others 
leave  streams  untouched,  and  the  fountain-head  unreached. 
Until  this  is  reached,  and  cleansed,  and  purified,  every 
stream  will  be  tainted  and  impure. 

Human  nature  is  totally  unimprovable  and  bad,  and 
man's  condition  utterly  lost ;  and  therefore  nothing  good 
can  be  expected  in  the  thoughts,  feelings,  motives,  or 
actions.  Human  nature  is  so  hopelessly  bad  that  God  had 
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to  set  it  aside,  and  put  it  out  of  His  sight  as  worthless, 
as  that  which  never  could  be  improved.  How  vain  the 
effort  then  to  bring  good  out  of  what  is  only  bad,  to  expect 
good  fruit  from  a  bad  tree.  Take  an  illustration.  I  want 
to  fill  my  orchard  with  good  fruit-trees,  which  will  produce 
fruit  fit  for  use.  How  do  I  proceed?  Do  I  say  to  my 
gardener,  "  Order  in  from  the  nursery-man  a  good  number 
of  crab-apple  trees,  and  plant  them  in  the  orchard.  Make 
the  ground  very  rich,  prune  them,  dress  them,  look  well 
after  them,  and  no  doubt  we  shall  have  a  good  crop 
of  fruit?"  Suppose  he  does  so.  Spring  comes  round — 
beautiful  type  of  resurrection — the  buds  begin  to  open,  and 
the  trees  send  forth  their  blossom.  I  say  to  the  gardener, 
"  I  think  we  may  expect  some  fruit  this  year."  Autumn 
arrives.  I  visit  the  orchard.  Some  nice-looking  apples 
are  upon  the  trees.  How  tempting  they  look.  I  pluck 
one  and  taste  it.  Bah !  how  sour,  how  unpalatable. 
"  These  won't  do,  gardener ;  you  must  cultivate  them 
more  highly.  Give  them  another  trial.  Use  all  your  skill, 
devote  all  your  time  to  them,  for  I  am  anxious  to  have 
good  fruit."  Another  year  passes  away.  Again  I  visit  the 
orchard.  The  trees  are  laden  with  fruit.  They  are 
certainly  larger  in  size  and  better  in  colour  under  the 
skilful  care  and  treatment  of  the  gardener.  I  congratulate 
myself  that  at  last  I  have  succeeded  in  having  a  plentiful 
supply  of  fruit  fit  for  my  table.  I  pluck  an  apple  and 
taste  it.  Bah  !  it  is  more  sour  than  ever.  Skilful  care  and 
treatment  have  certainly  produced  a  fairer  object  for  the 
eye  to  rest  on.  Improvement  there  is,  but  the  nature  is 
unchanged.  Do  what  we  would  we  could  not  make  the 
crab-tree  produce  good  fruit.  The  crab-tree  will  be  the 
crab-tree  still,  even  though  brought  to  the  highest  state 
of  cultivation. 

And  so  it  is  with  human   nature.     You  may  cultivate 
it,  educate  it,  refine  it,  make  it  moral,  virtuous,  religious, 
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but  it  will  be  still  the  same — unfit  for  God's  presence, 
producing  nothing  but  bad,  sour  fruit ;  for  "  that  which 
is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh " ;  "  in  my  flesh  dwelleth  no 
good  thing." 

Secondly.  The  "  new  birth  "  is  not  making  a  profession 
of  religion,  or  saying  you  believe  on  Jesus.  We  live  in 
days  of  great  profession,  but  of  very  little  vital  godliness. 
The  form  is  fashionable,  but  the  power  of  God  denied.  It 
is  religion  without  reality ;  religion  without  God.  What  is 
it  worth  ?  It  is  a  religion  built  on  the  sand — very  beautiful 
in  its  external  appearance,  but  all  for  the  eye  of  man. 
There  may  be  zeal  and  earnestness,  but  they  are  often 
mistaken  for — as  they  often  put  to  shame — true  Christianity. 
There  may  be  leaves,  there  may  be  blossom,  but  where  is 
the  fruit?  There  may  be  the  shell,  but  where  is  the 
kernel?  "Leaves  only"  is  the  divine  testimony  of  mere 
profession — the  fashionable  religion  of  the  present  day. 
Dear  reader,  are  you  religious  to  be  saved?  or  are  you 
religious  because  you  are  saved?  This  makes  all  the 
difference.  Religiousness  will  never  save  you.  "  You 
must  be  born  again." 

Works  are  all  right  in  the  place  God  has  assigned  them 
— -from  salvation,  not  for  salvation.  We  are  justified  by 
faith  alone,  yet  by  faith  which  is.  not  alone;  justified  by 
faith  without  works,  in  order  that  we  may  work.  God 
justifies  the  sinner  on  the  principle  of  faith  alone,  in  order 
that  the  believer  may  justify  God  by  His  works — his  holy 
life,  walk,  conversation.  The  works  of  the  flesh  are  the 
fruits  of  a  corrupt  tree  (Gal.  v.  19) ;  the  works  of  the 
Spirit  are  the  fruit  of  the  divine  life  in  one  "  born  of 
God." 

If  you  had  all  the  good  works,  so  called,  that  ever  were 
peformed,  all  the  vows  ever  made,  all  the  tears  ever  shed, 
all  the  sighs  ever  heaved,  they  could  not  blot  out  a  single 
stain  from  your  conscience,  or  give  you  a  solid  ground 
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of  peace  in  the  presence  of  God.  How  long  it  takes  to 
convince  people  of  the  worthlessness  of  all  their  efforts 
because  they  won't  believe  that  there  is  nothing  good  in 
them,  and  therefore  they  toil  and  labour  to  make  them- 
selves fit  for  God.  It  seems  so  strange  to  be  told  that  there 
is  no  title  to  Christ  but  our  utter  ruin,  and  that  we  have 
no  need  to  wait  to  get  better  or  to  prepare  ourselves ;  that 
every  step  in  self-improvement  is  a  step  in  the  wrong 
direction,  inasmuch  as  self  can  never  be  mended. 
Religious,  pious  flesh  is  as  far  from  God,  as  far  from 
righteousness,  as  far  from  heaven,  as  flesh  in  its  grossest, 
vilest  form.  What  is  needed  is  not  reformation,  improve- 
ment, but  a  new  life  altogether,  and  that  the  life  of 
God. 

III.  We  shall  now  consider  what  this  "new  birth"  is. 
It  is  the  engrafting  a  new  nature,  the  implanting  a  new 
principle,  the  imparting  a  new  life,  the  formation  of  a  new 
man.  (Read  2  Cor.  v.  17  ;  Gal.  vi.  15  ;  and  2  Peter  i.  4.) 

Let  us  return  to  our  illustration.  Having  given  up  as  a 
hopeless  task  our  endeavours  to  improve  the  crab-apple 
trees  in  the  orchard,  I  give  orders  to  my  gardener  to  cut 
down  the  crab-trees,  leaving  nothing  but  the  stems,  to  get 
some  grafts  of  different  kinds  of  fruit-trees,  and  graft  them 
into  the  crab-tree  stems.  This  he  does.  Soon  the  grafts 
grow,  blossom,  and  bear  fruit — beautiful  fruit,  pleasant  to 
the  eye,  and  grateful  to  the  taste.  We  have  now  two 
natures  in  the  one  tree.  How  careful  the  gardener  must 
be  not  to  allow  shoots  to  grow  on  the  crab-tree  stem,  as 
grow  they  will  if  allowed.  They  would  injure  the  new 
grafts ;  they  must  be  kept  down  with  the  pruning-knife. 

The  old  nature  remains  in  all  its  distinctiveness,  and  the 
new  is  introduced  in  all  its  distinctiveness.  The  new  nature 
has  its  own  habits,  desires,  aspirations,  affections,  tendencies. 
They  are  all  heavenly,  spiritual — "of  God."  Its  aspirations 
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are  ever  upward.  Water  seeks  its  own  level,  so  the  new 
nature  proceeding  from  God — the  source — seeks  to  rise  to 
whence  it  came.  The  old  nature  remains  the  same,  but  the 
new  is  introduced.  "  The  elder  shall  serve  the  younger  " 
is  a  divine  principle  applicable  to  the  subjection  of  the  old 
to  the  new  nature  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  which  indwells. 
The  old  is  to  be  kept  in  the  place  of  death.  God  counts 
it  as  "  dead,"  and  we  are  called  to  "  mortify,"  subdue,  and 
deny  it  in  all  its  thoughts  and  ways.  God  has  put  it  out 
of  His  sight,  and  we  should  keep  it  so.  What  a  relief  to  the 
soul  that  has  been  struggling  for  years  to  improve  self — 
nature ;  also  to  the  one  who,  breathing  after  holiness,  has 
looked  on  holiness  as  consisting  in  improving  that  which 
hates  holiness  and  loves  sin.  How  liberating  and  joyous  it 
is  to  know  that  God  is  not  looking  for  any  improvement  in 
nature,  that  He  sees  //  as  dead,  and  us  as  alive  in  Christ — 
one  with  Him,  "  accepted  in  the  Beloved." 

IV.  How.  is  the  new  birth  produced  ?  "  Except  a  man 
be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God."  (v.  5.) 

Water  is  used  by  God  as  the  type  (i)  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  (2)  of  the  word  of  God.  As  to  the  first,  in  John  vii. 
38,  39,  "Out  of  his  belly  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water. 
This  spake  He  of  the  Spirit."  As  to  the  second,  read 
Ephesians  v.  26 — "  By  the  washing  of  water  by  the  Word." 
What  does  it  mean  in  John  iii.  ?  Is  it  possible  it  could 
mean  that  when  a  child  is  sprinkled  with  water  it  immediately 
receives  the  new  birth — it  is  born  again?  Surely  not, 
though  taught  so  boldly  and  made  the  foundation-stone  of 
human  systems  of  religion  ?  Well,  does  water  here  mean 
the  Spirit  typically  ?  If  so,  it  would  read  thus  :  "  Except  a 
man  be  born  of  the  Spirit  and  the  Spirit."  Would  the 
Lord  use  tautology  ?  Surely  not.  Then  we  must  look  to 
the  other  thing  of  which  water  is  the  type — the  word  of  God. 
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The  word  is  God's  mighty  instrument  in  the  production 
of  the  new  birth,  as  in  James  i.  18 — "Of  His  own  will 
begat  He  us  with  the  word  of  truth"  And  in  i  Peter  i.  23 
— "  Being  born  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incor- 
ruptible, by  the  word  of  God."  "Faith  cometh  by  hearing, 
and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God."  (Rom.  x.  17.)  "He  that 
heareth  My  Word,  and  believeth  on  Him  that  sent  Me,  hath 
everlasting  life."  (John  v.  24.)  It  is  by  the  word  of  God 
that  dead  souls  are  called  into  life.  He  who  said,  "  Let 
there  be  light,"  must  say,  "  Let  there  be  life."  When  it  is 
necessary  to  amputate  a  limb  there  are  three  things  neces- 
sary— (i)  The  operator,  the  surgeon;  (2)  The  instrument, 
the  knife ;  (3)  The  subject,  the  man  to  be  operated  on.  So 
in  the  new  birth  these  three  are  necessary.  The  Spirit  is 
the  operator,  the  Word  the  instrument,  and  the  poor,  dead 
sinner  the  subject. 

How  many  can  point  to  the  very  verse  in  the  word  that 
God  used  to  give  life  ?  It  is  God's  word  applied  by  the 
Spirit.  It  is  all  of  God.  "  As  many  as  received  Him,  to 
them  gave  He  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to 
them  that  believe  on  His  name:  who  were  born,  not  of  blood, 
nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of 
God."  (John  i.  12,  13.)  From  this  we  see  that  everyone 
who  believes  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  is  born  of 
God.  All  who  rest  their  souls  on  Christ  and  His  finished 
work  possess'a  new  life,  are  born  from  above.  The  Lord,  in 
dealing  with  Nicodemus,  answered  his  "  How  can  these 
things  be  ? "  by  bringing  before  him  the  familiar  lesson  of 
the  brazen  serpent.  The  old  nature  is  under  judgment  of 
death,  being  incapable  of  amendment,  as  we  have  seen. 
The  old  man  must  be  laid  aside,  the  Son  of  man  must  be 
lifted  up.  Instead  of  His  trying  to  ameliorate  the  race  of 
the  first  man  He  is  to  be  lifted  up  in  judgment,  to  die 
on  the  cross,  to  give  up  His  life,  bearing  man's  doom. 
Judgment  being  executed  on  the  Son  of  man,  God  can 
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give  to  the  believer  a  new  life,  even  the  life  of  the  risen 
Jesus.  It  is  not  flesh  made  spirit,  but  an  everlasting  life 
brought  in  by  God's'Son  bearing  the  judgment,  making  an 
end  of  the  old  man  on  the  cross,  and  rising  out  of  the  grave 
as  the  head  of  the  new  creation.  He  imparts  His  life  to  all 
the  sons  of  Adam  who  believe  on  Him.  The  brazen  ser- 
pent lifted  up  by  Moses  is  the  illustration  used  by  the  Lord 
to  show  "the  ruler  of  the  Jews"  this  truth.  The  Israelites 
murmured  against  God ;  they  sinned.  God  is  righteous, 
and  must  punish  sin.  He  sends  among  them  fiery  flying 
serpents.  They  bite  them.  Many  died.  Others  are  dying. 
Moses  could  not  cure  them.  Physicians  could  not  heal 
them.  The  poison  coursed  through  their  veins,  hurrying 
them  on  to  death,  the  consequence  of  their  sin.  Moses 
prayed  to  God  to  take  away  the  serpents.  Had  He  merely 
done  so  all  the  bitten  ones  must  have  died.  In  His  infinite 
grace  He  provided  a  remedy,  a  means  by  which  the  bitten 
ones  could  be  saved.  He  commanded  Moses  to  make  a 
serpent  of  brass,  and  lift  it  up  on  a  pole  that  all  might  see 
it,  and  that  whosoever  looked  at  the  serpent  of  brass  would 
be  cured.  The  moment  he  looked  he  lived.  Life  in  a 
look.  Dying  a  minute  before  he  stands  on  his  feet  a  living, 
saved  man. 

Dear  reader,  as  the  Israelite  had  the  poison  of  the  serpent 
coursing  through  his  veins,  so  every  unsaved  sinner  has  the 
poison  of  sin  in  him,  hurrying  him  on  to  endless  death. 
No  human  remedies  can  counteract  its  power  or  save  the 
sinner.  "  The  soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die "  is  the  sad 
consequence. 

God,  in  His  infinite  love,  has  provided  a  remedy  for 
man's  ruin,  a  means  by  which  the  sinner,  dead  in  trespasses 
and  sins,  may  yet  live.  The  Israelite  was  not  told  to  look 
at  his  wounds,  though  it  was  the  sense  of  them  that  made 
him  look.  Moses  cried,  "Look  and  live."  Not  a  moment 
was  to  be  lost.  Men  all  around  are  gasping  their  last 
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breath.  "  Dying  men,  look  at  the  serpent  of  brass  lifted 
up  on  the  pole,"  was  the  cry.  No  hope  in  human  efforts, 
in  waiting  to  get  better,  to  feel  more.  A  few  moments  will 
settle  it  one  way  or  another.  Some  look,  they  spring  upon 
their  feet  new  creatures,, and  point  others  to  the  serpent  of 
brass.  Mothers  bid  their  little  ones  to  look.  Aged 
parents  are  lovingly  upheld  by  their  children  that  they  may 
look  and  live.  Men  and  women  are  in  earnest.  All  the 
living  are  engaged  in  trying  to  save  the  dying.  All  who 
looked  got  life.  None  who  neglected  God's  remedy 
escaped.  The  uplifted  serpent  was  the  savour  of  life  or 
death.  Dear  friend,  if  you  are  out  of  Christ  you  are 
dying.  You  have  not  a  moment  to  call  your  own.  "  This 
night  thy  soul  may  be  required  of  thee."  Where  then,  oh  ! 
where  are  you  going  to  spend  eternity  ?  As  that  serpent 
was  uplifted  to  save  the  bitten  Israelites,  so  the  Son  of 
man  has  been  lifted  up  on  the  cross  to  save  poor  guilty 
sinners.  "  You  must  be  born  again."  The  Son  of  man 
•must  be  lifted  up.  You  cannot  save  yourself,  you  cannot 
redeem  yourself  from  going  down  to  the  pit.  God  has 
provided  a  Saviour,  a  Redeemer;  His  Son  lifted  up  on 
the  cross.  The  bitten  Israelite  was  healed  by  simply 
looking  at  the  serpent  of  brass.  You  can  only  be  saved  by 
looking  at  Jesus  on  the  cross.  You  are  not  told  to  look  at 
your  sins,  though  it  is  the  sense  of  your  sins  that  will  make 
you  look.  "  They  that  are  whole  need  not  the  physician, 
but  they  that  are  sick."  One  look  at  the  serpent  saved  the 
Israelite,  one  look  at  Christ  will  save  you.  The  Israelite 
had  not  to  go  through  a  long  process  before  he  was  fit  to 
look.  Neither  has  the  sinner  to  do  anything  to  make  him 
fit  for  God's  salvation.  What  was  his  title  to  look  ?  His 
wounds.  Your  sins  are  alone  your  title  to  look  and  live. 
It  was  not  the  way  in  which  they  looked,  but  the  object 
looked  at,  that  cured  the  Israelites ;  so,  dear  sinner,  it  is 
not  the  way  you  look,  but  the  object  you  look  at,  the  Son 
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of  man,    that   saves   you.     "  Look   unto  Me,  and  be   ye 
saved." 

The  moment  the  Israelite  looked,  he  lived.  The 
moment  you  look  at  the  Son  of  man  lifted  up  on  the  cross 
for  you,  that  moment  you  have  everlasting  life,  you  are 
saved.  Jesus  says  it.  Look  not  at  self,  sin,  feelings. 
Look  at  the  Son  of  man  and  live.  "  Looking,"  "  coming," 
"  receiving,"  all  mean  one  and  the  same  thing — believing 
on  Jesus.  Man  sinned;  he  fell  under  the  judgment  of 
death.  This  is  his  doom :  not  merely  the  death 
of  the  body,  but  the  death  of  the  soul, 
which  is  eternal  separation  from  God.  Judgment 
must  be  borne  (the  righteousness  of  God  demands  it) 
either  by  the  sinner  or  by  the  sinner's  substitute.  Man, 
who  is  under  it,  cannot  be  exonerated,  but  on  the  ground 
of  another  bearing  it.  This  Jesus  did  on  Calvary — "  He 
was  made  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin ;  that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteous  of  God  in  Him." 

"  He  bore  on  the  tree  the  sentence  for  me, 
And  now  both  the  surety  and  sinner  are  free." 

There  was  no  way  of  delivering  us  but  by  undergoing 
the  judgment.  This  has  been  done.  God's  claims  are 
satisfied,  and  now  the  sinner  can  be  saved.  Without  the 
cross  there  could  be  no  escape  from  judgment,  no  entrance 
into  life.  God's  controversy  now  with  the  sinner  is  not 
about  sin;  that  was  settled  between  Him  and  Christ  on 
the  cross.  It  is  this,  "  Will  you  be  satisfied  with  that 
which  satisfied  ME — the  cross  of  Christ?"  The  resur- 
rection is  God's  testimony  to  the  sinner  that  judgment  due 
to  sin  is  past,  and  on  this  ground  the  vilest  sinner  can  be 
saved.  The  moment  you  believe  God's  testimony,  the 
moment  you  see  your  escape  from  judgment  because  of  the 
cross  of  Christ,  that  moment  you  HAVE  eternal  life— you 
live.  Do  you  see  this,  dear  reader  ?  "  So  must  the  Son  of 
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man  be  lifted  up  :  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should 
not  perish,  but  HAVE  eternal  life."  "  He  that  heareth  My 
word,  and  believeth  on  Him  that  sent  Me,  hath  everlasting 
life,  and  shall  not  come  into  judgment ;  but  is  passed  from 
death  unto  life."  Look  and  live.  Believe  and  have  ever- 
lasting life.  This  is  to  be  born  again. 

But  some  may  say,  "  I  believe,  I  always  believed." 
Multitudes  are  under  the  impression  that  they  do  believe, 
and  when  we  preach  that  people  have  only  to  believe  to  be 
saved,  they  have  an  idea  that  it  does  not  apply  to  them. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  people  mistake  assent  for 
consent,  believing  about  for  believing  upon.  They  mean  by 
believing  that  they  give  their  assent  to  all  the  truths  of 
Scripture;  in  other  words,  believe  the  Bible  from  cover  to 
cover.  They  believe  all  about  the  creation,  the  flood,  the 
history  of  the  children  of  Israel,  the  birth,  life,  miracles,  death, 
resurrection  and  ascension  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  They  may 
believe;  that  is,  they  may  assent  to  all  these,  and  much 
more,  and  go  down  to  dark  perdition  unsaved.  No 
amount  of  assent  will  save  the  sinner. 

This  sort  of  assent  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  cpld, 
icy,  traditional,  historical  belief,  upon  which  thousands  are 
depending,  under  the  fearful  delusion  that  it  is  salvation  to 
their  souls.  This  is  the  reason  one  sees  so  many  who 
profess  to  believe  on  Jesus,  walking  after  their  own  lusts, 
there  being  no  change  of  life  or  conduct.  Reader,  be  not 
deceived.  "If  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new 
creature :  old  things  have  passed  away ;  behold,  all  things 
are  become  new."  (2  Cor.  v.  17.)  If  you  say  you  have 
believed  in  Jesus,  and  show  it  not  in  your  life,  you  are 
labouring  under  a  most  awful  delusion.  The  faith,  the 
belief  that  saves  the  sinner,  is  not  intellectual  assent  to 
truths  or  doctrines,  but  consent  of  the  heart  to  God's 
testimony  about  yourself,  that  you  are  a  lost,  guilty 
sinner,  and  about  Jesus  that  He  is  God's  remedy  for  your 
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ruin;  that  He  is  the  One  that  took  your  place  on  the 
cross,  satisfying  God's  claim  against  you.  In  fact,  it  is  appro- 
priating to  yourself  Christ,  and  all  the  benefits,  blessings, 
and  results  of  His  finished  work.  "If  thou  shalt  confess 
with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in  thine 
heart  that  God  hath  raised  Him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt 
be  saved."  (Romans  x.  9.)  "  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved."  (Acts  xvi.  31.) 

"  The  moment  a  sinner  believes, 

And  trusts  in  his  crucified  Lord, 
His  pardon  at  once  he  receives — 
Salvation  in  full  through  His  blood." 
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*ARTIN  LUTHER,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend, 
wrote,  "  Satan  said  to  me  one  day,  '  Martin,  do 
you  feel  you  are  saved?'  'No,'  said  Luther,  'but 
I  am  sure  of  it.  Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan.'  " 
He  was  sure,  he  was  certain,  of  his  salvation,  and  it  is 
of  this  blessed  assurance  I  would  now  say  a  few  words. 

There  are  four  classes  I  would  address  who  are  not  in 
the  enjoyment  of  this  happy  certainty  of  transgressions 
forgiven  and  sins  covered.  (Psalm  xxxii.  i.) 

/.  CHRISTIANS. 

There  are  many  of  the  Lord's  dear  ones  who  have  no 
enjoyment  of  salvation  and  no  "  peace  in  believing."  From 
whence,  let  me  ask,  arises  this  wide-spread  uncertainty, 
not  contemplated  in  the  word  of  God  ?  How  is  it  that 
so  many  of  those  who  undoubtedly  are,  at  least  if  one 
is  to  judge  by  their  lives,  the  children  of  God,  are 
constantly  saying,  in  the  language  of  Cowper — 

"  "Tis  a  point  I  long  to  know, 

Oft  it  gives  me  anxious  thought, 
Do  I  love  the  Lord  or  no, 
Am  I  His,  or  am  I  not  ?  " 

There  are  many  causes  at  work  to  produce  this  abnormal 
experience. 
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i  st.  It  may  arise  from  continually  listening  to  false 
teachers,  who  have  no  clear  views  of  salvation  and 
justification  themselves,  and  who  are  not  at  peace  with 
God. 

•Such  are  "blind  guides,"  "wells  without  water";  and 
who,  not  knowing  the  way  for  their  own  comfort  and  joy, 
repudiate  the  idea  of  any  one  being  sure  of  salvation,  and 
accordingly  preach  strongly  against  it ;  thinking  it  pre- 
sumption and  want  of  humility,  indicating  a  spirit  of 
self-righteousness  and  presumption  in  those  who  can  say 
they  know  they  are  saved,  like  Martin  Luther.  Such  hold 
that  this  blessed  assurance  is  what  must  be  struggled, 
fought,  and  prayed  for,  and  that  only  perhaps,  when  one  is 
dying,  they  may  obtain  it.  They  look  upon  the  cross 
of  Christ  and  His  great  salvation  as  the  goal,  instead  of  the 
starting-post  of  the  Christian's  course.  In  fact  they  teach 
that  no  one  is  justified  in  saying  positively  in  this  world 
that  they  are  saved,  as  that  can  only  be  known  at  the 
day  of  judgment. 

Others  again,  that  at  so-called  conversion  the  believer 
only  gets  a  conditional  life,  and  which  only  becomes  eternal 
through  his  watchfulness  to  the  close  of  life,  or,  in  the 
words  of  one  of  their  favourite  hymns — 

"  He  told  me,  if\  'd  watch  and  pray, 
He  'd  lead  me  safe  to  glory. " 

It  is  no  wonder  many  of  the  Lord's  dear  ones  are  in 
a  constant  condition  of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  and  have 
no  assurance,  without  which  there  is  no  settled  peace, 
no  power  over  sin,  no  strength  to  glorify  God,  no  joy  in  the 
prospect  of  Christ's  coming. 

2nd.  It  may  arise  from  self-occupation.'  This  is  the 
Christian's  bane.  Oh,  how  many  are  suffering  from  it ! 
Satan  knows  he  cannot  finally  possess  them,  so  he  tries  to 
make  them  as  miserable  as  he  can,  by  depriving  them  of 
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the  comfort  and  joy  of  God's  salvation.  He  makes  their 
life  a  burden  to  them.  If  he  can  only  get  a  child  of  God 
to  turn  his  eye  in  on  himself  he  is  quite  satisfied,  for  he 
knows  the  consequence.  Spiritual  squint  is  an  ugly  thing, 
yet  how  many  are  suffering  from  this  malady  ?  They  look 
in  for  evidences  of  true,  saving  faith,  and  because  they 
don't  come  up  to  a  certain  standard  of  their  own,  Satan 
tells  them  they  are  not  Christians  at  all.  They  get 
occupied  with  their  love,  their  want  of  love,  their 
coldness,  their  deadness,  their  hardness  of  heart,  their 
shortcomings,  and  their  failures.  It  is  a  wonder  this  self- 
contemplation  does  not  drive  them  mad.  It  was  Rowland 
Hill,  I  think,  that  wisely  said,  "  For  one  look  at  self  take  a 
thousand  at  Christ,  and  you  will  be  truly  happy." 
Christians  are  playing  into  the  devil's  hands,  and  cutting 
out  bitter  sorrow  and  sad  experience  for  themselves.  Paul, 
when  nearing  the  close  of  his  ministry  and  life,  said,  "  In  me 
(that  is,  in  my  flesh,)  dwelleth  no  good  thing";  and 
though  these  dear  Christians  admit  the  same,  they  cannot 
give  up  the  baneful  habit  of  looking  in  for  happy  frames, 
feelings,  and  joyous  emotions.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  help 
them  in  this  address. 

3rd.  Or  it  may  arise  from  disobedience  to  the  word 
of  God,  in  forming  unholy  alliances  with  the  ungodly. 
Satan  has  a  thousand  ways  of  leading  a  child  of  God  away 
from  the  paths  of  peace  and  pleasantness,  but  I  know 
of  none  more  successful  than  that  of  the  unequal  yoke, 
especially  of  marriage.  Many  happy  young  Christians, 
whether  through  wilful  perverseness,  deliberate  choice,  or 
through  the  advice,  perhaps  compulsion,  of  parents,  have 
allied  themselves  with  the  unconverted,  under  the  specious 
plea  that  they  will  be  the  means  of  leading  their  husbands 
to  Jesus  when  they  are  married.  They  have  married  in 
disobedience  to  God's  command,  "  Be  ye  not  unequally 
yoked  together  with  unbelievers."  They  have  married,  but 
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God's  blessing  was  not  on  the  unhallowed  union.  What 
was  the  consequence  ?  Instead  of  the  Christian  wife  lifting 
up  the  ungodly,  unbelieving  husband  to  her  level,  he  has 
dragged  her  down,  down,  down  to  his.  Oh,  how  many 
broken-hearted  ones  I  have  met  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  who  have  confessed  to  rne  their  misery  and 
wretchedness  through  marrying  an  unbeliever  ! 

These  are  some  of  the  causes  which  hinder  the  Lord's 
dear  ones  from  enjoying  the  pardoning  love  and  grace 

of  God. 

II.    BACKSLIDERS. 

Backsliding  comes  from  many  causes,  i.  From  neglect 
of  prayer  and  the  word  of  God.  2.  Indulging  in  some 
secret  sin,  which  is  not  confessed  and  forsaken.  3. 
Wordly-mindedness.  4.  Idleness. 

i  st.  Neglect  of  prayer  and  the  word  of  God  are  the 
cause  of  more  backsliding  among  the  children  of  God 
than  anything  else,  especially  among  the  young. 

It  is  through  the  Word  we  got  life,  and  it  is  by  the  Word 
that  life  is  sustained,  strengthened,  and  developed.  God 
has  no  other  means  by  which  we  are  to  grow  in  the  grace 
and  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
than  by  feeding  on  -the  word  of  God.  It  is  our  daily 
bread.  -  In  prayer  we  own  our  dependent  condition,  and 
that  we  can  do  nothing  without  our  Father's  help,  strength, 
and  grace.  We  bring  our  empty  vessels  to  the  fountain  to 
be  filled.  By  prayer  we  buckle  on  tightly  the  whole 
armour  of  God,  and  go  forth,  strong  in  the  Lord,  clad  in 
the  panoply  of  heaven,  to  be  more  than  conquerors 
against  all  that  may  be  against  us  during  the  day. 

Never  forget  this,  dear  young  Christians,  and  your 
growth  will  be  rapid  and  your  strength  enduring  and 
victorious. 

To  neglect  prayer  is  to  be  powerless.  To  neglect  the 
word  of  God  is  to  reduce  your  spiritual  strength  to  abject 
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feebleness.  I  meet  many  unhappy  Christians  who  have 
not  quite  shaken  off  their  old  habits.  Some  secret  sin  is 
indulged  in  ;  the  temper  is  unsubdued,  pride  still  reigns  in 
the  heart,  the  love  of  the  world  still  clings  to  them.  They 
have  never  grasped  the  truth  that  Jesus  saves  His  people 
from  their  sins.  "Has  He  saved  your  soul?"  "Yes," 
you  say.  "  Have  you  ever  brought  your  temper,  sin, 
pride,  and  love  of  the  world  to  Him  ?  Have  you  believed 
on  Him  to  deliver  you  from  these?"  "No,  I  have  not," 
you  say.  Well,  do  so,  and  you  will  find  He  is  able  not 
jnerely  to  save,  but  "keep  you  from  falling."  Only  trust 
Him.  You  will  see  what  a  difference  it  will  make,  and 
your  friends  will  see  the  difference. 

A  lady,  a  friend  of  mine,  told  me  some  time  ago  that 
she  had  been  converted  for  years,  but  she  suffered  very 
much  from  a  bad  temper.  It  kept  her  in  bondage,  and 
hindered  her  in  the  Lord's  work.  One  day  she  went  to 
Jesus  and  confessed  her  besetting  sin  and  her  misery,  and 
asked  Him  to  subdue  it  for  her.  The  struggle  then  with 
her  was,  Would  He  do  it  ?  She  believed  he  would.  She 
trusted  Him  then  and  there  to  do  it,  and  she  has  not  been 
troubled  since.  Will  you  do  the  same  ?  "  He  is  able  to 
subdue  all  things  to  Himself,"  even  your  temper,  your 
pride,  and  worldliness.  Honour  Him  by  trusting  Him, 
and  He  will  honour  you  by  giving  you  the  victory.  I  have 
asked  some,  "Have  you  confessed  your  sin  to  God?" 
"  Oh,  yes  !  "  they  say,  "  I  have  confessed,  but  I  am  no 
better;  I  have  still  the  same  besetments."  Such  confess 
under  the  pressure  of  conscience,  more  with  the  lips  than 
from  the  heart.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  the  sorrow  for 
having  grieved  a  loving  Father's  heart.  It  is  often  the  fear 
of  punishment  that  leads  them  to  the  hollow  confession  or 
prayer  for  forgiveness.  There  is  nothing  genuine  or 
contrite  about  it.  The  consequence  is  that  the  temptation 
is  again  yielded  to,  and  tie  sin  not  forsaken.  In 
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Proverbs  xxviii.  13  we  read,  "He  that  covereth  his  sins 
shall  not  prosper :  but  whoso  confesseth  and  forsaketh  shall 
have  mercy."  Where  confession  is  real  and  from  the 
heart,  there  will  be  a  forsaking.  No  wonder  these  poor 
souls  are  miserable,  and  not  in  the  enjoyment  of  settled 
peace. 

As  to  the  last  cause  of  backsliding — idleness — I  would 
only  say  that  it  is  a  fruitful  source  of  damage  to  the  souls 
of  the  Lord's  people.  The  old  adage  is  true,  "  Satan  finds 
some  mischief  still  for  idle  hands  to  do."  But  remember, 
if  the  Lord  has  not  the  true  love  of  your  hearts,  He  does* 
not  want  the  labour  of  your  hands.  If  your  hearts  are 
full  of  the  love  to  Christ,  naturally  you  will  seek  to  do 
something  for  Him.  This  is  but  cause  and  effect.  You 
cannot  get  up  the  effect  to  produce  the  cause.  In  2  Peter 
i.  8-io' you  will  get  the  grand  receipt  against  idleness  and 
backsliding.  Worthy  walk  comes  before  fruitful  work. 
(Col.  i.  10.)  Walk  worthily,  and  work  diligently,  and 
yours  will  be  a  useful  and  happy  life. 

///.   ANXIOUS. 

How  many  quickened  souls  are  hindered  by  Satan  from 
accepting  Christ  by  looking  in  at  themselves  for  feelings ! 
They  want  to  feel  saved,  feel  their  sins  are  forgiven,  feel 
joy  and  peace  before  they  believe.  Many  are  looking  at 
the  work  of  the  Spirit  in  them,  instead  of  the  work  of 
Christ  for  them.  I  have  known  many  in  this  state  for 
months  and  years,  never  seeming  to  get  any  comfort. 
You  cannot  disabuse  their  minds  about  doing  something  or 
feeling  something,  before  they  can  possibly  rest  on  Christ's 
finished  work.  You  put  the  word  of  God  before  them;  they 
say  they  see  it  or  believe  it;  but  they  don't  feel  happy; 
they  don't  feel  different;  they  won't  be  comforted;  they  go 
away  as  they  came.  Their  condition  is  just  as  if  some  of 
you  owed  me  ;£ioo,  of  which  I  could  not  get  the 
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payment.  After  waiting  a  long  time  I  put  you  in  prison. 
A  friend  of  yours,  hearing  of  your  sad  condition,  comes  to 
me,  and  gives  me  a  cheque  for  the  amount.  I  give  him  a 
receipt,  with  which  he  goes  to  the  prison,  and  says  to  you, 
"  Cheer  up !  I  have  good  news  for  you ;  I  have  paid  your 
debt,  and  got  a  receipt  from  your  creditor  for  the  amount. 
Come  away  with  me  now.  You  are  free ;  the  prison  doors 
are  open."  "  Thank  you,"  you  say.  "  It  is  very  kind  of 
you  to  take  all  this  trouble,  but  really  I  must  stay  where  I 
am.  I  don't  feel  the  debt  is  paid;  when  I  do  I  will 
gladly  go  out."  What  would  you  think  of  a  case  like 
that?  Could  it  happen?  Would  you  not  rather  say, 
"  How  can  I  ever  thank  you  enough  for  your  great  and 
unmerited  kindness  towards  me?  You  are  truly  my 
friend  and  benefactor,  and  with  my  latest  breath  I  will  thank 
you  "  ?  Out  of  the  prison  you  would  walk  into  liberty  and 
peace.  You  believed  your  friend's  word,  you  were  satisfied 
with  the  receipt,  and  you  had  no  further  anxiety  about  the 
matter.  On  your  way  home  from  the  prison  I  happen  to 
meet  you  in  the  street,  and  say  to  you,  "  How  is  it  you  are 
out  of  prison  ?  You  have  never  paid  me  that  money ;  you 
must  go  back  again."  "  Oh,  no,  sir ! "  you  say.  "  My 
friend  has  paid  my  debt,  and  here  is  your  receipt.  You 
have  no  claim  on  me  now;  you  cannot  demand  payment 
twice."  It  is  not  now  a  question  of  feeling.  You  feel 
happy  because,  having  believed  your  friend's  word  about 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  and  being  satisfied  with  the 
receipt,  you  stepped  out  of  a  state  of  thraldom  into 
liberty.  I  come  to  you  now,  and  tell  you  that  all  your  life 
you  have  been  contracting  debts  with  God.  Your  sins  are 
the  debts.  He  is  the  great  Creditor.  You  must  answer 
for  your  liabilities;  you  must  have  a  settlement  with  your 
Creditor.  How  can  you  compound  with  Him?  What 
can  you  pay — twenty  shillings  in  the  pound  ?  No.  Well, 
five  shillings  ?  No.  Well,  a  farthing  ?  No.  Alas  !  what 
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a  condition.  You  are  bankrupt,  unable  to  pay  anything. 
Jesus  describes  your  condition  in  Revelation  iii.  17, 
"Miserable,  and  wretched,  and  poor"  (a  pauper),  "and 
blind,  and  naked."  What  do  you  deserve?  To  be  cast 
into  prison,  to  remain  there  till  you  have  paid  the  utter- 
most farthing.  The  good  news  I  have  for  you  is  this, 
That  God— your  great  Creditor — seeing  your  hopeless  and 
ruined  condition,  that  nothing  you  have  done  or  could  do 
could  satisfy  His  claims,  sends  His  Son  to  meet  your  deep 
need  upon  the  cross.  By  His  mighty,  wondrous  death 
He  does  so  to  God's  infinite  satisfaction,  and  the  proof  is 
that  He  raised  Him  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day. 
Will  you  be  satisfied  ?  Will  you  accept  the  death  of 
Christ  as  that  which  met  all  your  liabilities  to  God?  Do 
you  say,  "  I  would  like  to  do  so,  but  I  don't  feel  the  debt 
is  paid,  and  that  I  am  free  "  ?  You  are  not  asked  to  feel ; 
in  fact,  you  never  can.  feel  your  debt  is  paid.  Do  you  say, 
"  I  mean  to  stay  in  bondage  and  misery,  uncertainty  and 
doubt,  until  I  feel  the  debt  is  paid "  ?  Oh,  I  see,  you 
don't  believe  God's  word !  He  says  to  you,  poor, 
bankrupt  pauper,  "  You  can  pay  nothing " ;  but  the 
moment  you  believe  that  Jesus  has  paid  it  for  you,  "  I 
frankly  forgive  you  everything."  The  whole  settlement 
was  gone  into  between  a  holy  and  just  God  and  Jesus 
Christ  on  the  cross,  and  God  accepted  His  dying  as  the 
payment  in  full.  The  resurrection  of  Christ  is  the  receipt 
to  you.  If  you  accept  it  as  such  you  will  be  free,  out  of 
debt  and  out  of  danger,  and  then  God  could  not  demand 
payment  twice.  Then  you  can  say,  in  the  language  of 
the  hymn — 

"  If  them  hast  my  discharge  procured, 
And  freely  in  my  place  endured 

The  whole  of  wrath  divine, 
Payment  God  will  not  twice  demand, 
First  at  my  bleeding  Surety's  hand, 
And  then  again  at  mine." 
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Now  you  rejoice,  you  have  peace,  you  feel  happy 
because,  on  the  authority  of  God's  word,  you  know  you  are 
out  of  debt,  you  are  free,  and  you  can  live  to  thank  your 
great  Benefactor  all  the  days  of  your  life.  Your  evidences 

are  not  now  in  your  feelings,  but  in  the  word  of  God. 

i 

IV.   CARELESS  ONES. 

Are  you  amongst  the  number  of  those  who  do  not 
believe  in  a  future  state  of  either  happiness  or  misery?  and 
that  death  means  a  cessation  to  exist,  like  the  beasts  that 
perish  ?  We  cannot  wonder  at  your  total  indifference  to 
the  interests  of  your  soul.  But  how  often  in  denying  a 
hereafter  the  wish  is  father  to  the  thought,  there  being  the 
inward  consciousness  that  the  thought  is  untrue,  though 
wishing,  oh,  how  earnestly,  that  it  were  otherwise  !  Or  are 
you  so  careless,  so  indifferent,  so  entirely  given  up  to  the 
pleasures  of  life,  or  so  wholly  engrossed  with  its  business  — 
its  lawful  business — that  God,  the  judgment  to  come,  and 
eternity,  never  find  a  place  in  your  thoughts?  One  cannot 
be  surprised  at  your  uncertainty  about  your  soul's  salvation. 

But  how  many  there  are  who  profess  to  believe  in  God, 
Christ,  heaven,  hell,  the  need  of  salvation !  sometimes 
evincing  a  real  concern  about  their  eternal  welfare,  at  other 
times  lapsing  into  apathy  and  indifference;  and  this  state 
continuing  from  month  to  month  and  from  year  to  year. 
To  you  I  would  speak  plainly.  My  friend,  how  can  you 
tolerate  this  state  of  uncertainty  and  doubt  as  to  where  you 
are  going  to  spend  your  eternity?  Would  you,  could  you, 
endure  it  in  your  everyday  life  ?  What  agony  have  you  not 
endured  while  the  life  of  a  loved  one,  a  wife,  a  child,  a 
parent,  was  trembling  in  the  balance ;  waiting  with  awful 
anxiety  the  opinion  from  the  physician's  lips,  which  was  to 
sanction  or  slay  your  hopes,  to  confirm  or  disperse  your 
fears.  Could  uncertainty  like  this  be  endured  for  any 
length  of  time? 
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Have  you  ever  witnessed  in  a  court  of  justice  the  breath- 
less suspense  with  which  the  crowded  court  awaits  the 
decision  of  the  jury  as  to  the  life  or  death  of  a  fellow 
creature  ?  Have  you  seen  the  agonized  face  of  the 
murderer,  as  he  .watches  the  door  of  the  jury-room,  and 
then  the  countenances  of  the  twelve  men,  if  perhaps  he 
could  read  there  his  doom  before  the  verdict  itself  is  pro- 
nounced ?  If  you  have,  you  will  never  forget  it.  Solemn 
as  such  scenes  are,  what  are  they  in  comparison  to  the 
question  of  your  eternal  destiny? 

If  you  believe  there  is  a  God,  there  is  a  .Saviour,  there  is 
a  Heaven,  there  is  a  Hell,  oh,  how  can  you  rest  in  un- 
certainty concerning  them?  How  can  you  rest  short  of 
being  assured  that  this  Saviour  is  yours,  that  Hell  is  closed 
against  you,  and  Heaven  is  your  eternal  dwelling-place? 
How  can  you  eat,  sleep,  or  attend  to  your  daily  duties  until 
this  all-momentous  question  is  settled  ? 

You  are  journeying  to  eternal  bliss  or  woe.  Which  is  it? 
"I  am  not  sure,"  you  say.  Suppose  you  were  going  on 
important  business  to  Glasgow.  You  enter  a  railway 
carriage  as  it  leaves  the  metropolis,  and  take  your  seat, 
folding  your  rug  around  you.  A  fellow-traveller  asks  you 
how  far  you  are  going.  "  I  hope  I  am  going  to  Glasgow, 
but  I  am  not  certain."  "To  Glasgow,  sir?  Why  you  are 
going  in  the  opposite  direction — you  are  going  to  South 
Wales!"  "Oh,  I  hope  not!  you  may  be  mistaken.  I 
hope  to  get  to  Glasgow  all  right."  "Sir,  every  mile  you 
travel  you  are  a  mile  further  from  your  hoped-for  destination. 
Be  persuaded,  and  get  out  at  the  next  station  and  get  into 
your  right  train." 

My  friend,  you  would  know  better  than  to  act  thus.  In 
undertaking  such  a  journey,  you  would  not  put  off  the 
packing-up  of  your  things,  and  making  your  arrangements, 
till  the  cab  were  at  the  door.  Oh,  no !  You  would  have 
all  ready  to  step  into  it  when  it  came,  so  as  to  be  in  time. 
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A  friend  once  called  to  see  an  old  companion,  and  on 
his  servant  opening  the  door,  he  asked  him  how  his  master 
was.  "Oh,  sir,  don't  you  know  master  is  dead?"  Having 
had  some  conversation  about  the  sad  occurrence  he  said 
to  him : 

"  Do  you  think  your  master  is  gone  to  heaven ?"  "I  am 
afraid  not,"  said  the  servant.  "Why  do  you  think  so?" 
"  Well,  sir,  my  master  was  a  great  traveller,  as  you  know, 
and  when  going  on  a  journey  he  used  to  take  a  long  time 
beforehand  to  make  his  preparations  and  arrangements, 
and  he  used  to  talk  a  great  deal  about  it ;  but  now  he  is 
gone  on  this  journey,  and  I  don't  know  that  he  made  any 
preparation,  nor  did  he  ever  say  anything  about  it.  This 
is  why,  sir,  I  don't  think  he  has  gone  to  heaven."  My 
friend,  have  you  made  any  preparation  ?  God's  message  to 
you  is,  "Prepare  to.  meet  your  God."  Are  you  ready? 
Meet  God  you  must;  but  how?  You  must  meet  Him,  as 
a  saved  sinner,  to  be  welcomed  into  Paradise ;  or  you  must 
meet  Him,  as  an  unpardoned  sinner,  to  hear  the  awful 
words,  "Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels."  Away  then  with 
this  trifling,  this  sporting  with  sin,  this  sottish  indifference 
and  insane  folly,  and  have  this  question  settled  at  once 
between  you  and  God,  believing  in  His  beloved  Son,  who 
made  the  sinner's  peace  by  the  blood  of  the  cross.  If  you 
cannot  tolerate  suspense  and  uncertainty  in  connection  with 
your  earthly  circumstances,  how  can  you  do  so  when  the 
question  of  a  never-ending  eternity  is  at  stake?  If  you 
are  on  your  way  to  death  and  judgment,  which  you  are,  let 
no  false  hope  of  death-bed  repentance,  or  trusting  to  the 
mercy  of  God,  allure  you,  like  a  "  will-o'-the-wisp,"  to  sure 
and  certain  destruction.  May  God  awaken  you  out  of  your 
death-sleep,  and  alarm  you  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  ! 
and  may  you  never  rest  till  you  know  for  a  certainty  that 
you  have  passed  from  death  unto  life. 
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We  have  many  examples  in  the  Old  Testament  of  those 
who  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  full  assurance  of  faith,  as,  for 
instance, 

JETHRO, 

Moses'  father-in-law.  When  the  Lord  commanded  Moses  to 
return  into  Egypt,  to  deliver  the  children  of  Israel  from  the 
yoke  of  Pharaoh's  bondage,  he  sent  back  his  wife  and  two 
sons  to  her  father's  house  and  care;  but  when  they  had 
crossed  the  Red  Sea,  and  were  encamped  in  the  wilderness 
at  the  mount  of  God  (Horeb),  Jethro,  "having  heard  of 
all  that  God  had  done  for  Moses  and  for  Israel,"  came 
with  his  wife  and  sons  unto  Moses.  (Exodus  xviii.)  Moses 
told  him  all  that  the  Lord  had  done  to  Pharaoh  and  the 
Egyptians  for  Israel's  sake,  and  how  He  delivered  them ; 
and  Jethro  rejoiced  for  all  the  goodness  of  the  Lord,  and 
said,  "  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  delivered  you.  .  .  . 
Now  I  know  that  the  Lord  is  greater  than  all  gods"  (mean- 
ing in  Old  Testament  sometimes  demons,  sometimes  mighty 
ones  of  earth),  "  and  he  took  a  burnt-offering  and  sacrifices 
for  God."  Here  we  have  first  assurance,  then  worship,  and 
lastly  fellowship — "  they  eat  bread  before  God." 

NAAMAN. 

In  2  Kings  v.  we  read  the  history  of  this  great  man,  this 
victorious  warrior.  We  have  here  a  picture  of  human 
greatness  and  human  misery  concentrated  in  the  same 
individual.  He  was  one  of  Nature's  favoured  sons  so  far 
as  success  in  life  was  concerned ;  but  he  was  suffering  from 
a  terrible  and  incurable  malady.  This  was  the  great  draw- 
back to  the  enjoyment  of  his  position  and  power.  The 
little  captive  maid  who  waited  on  his  wife  was  happier  far 
than  he.  She  knew  where  he  could  get  cured.  She  could 
not  keep  the  secret  to  herself,  so  she  told  her  mistress  that 
her  master's  only  help  was  in  God,  and  that  if  her  master 
went  to  His  prophet  at  Samaria  he  would  heal  him. 
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Thinking  that  he  would  have  to  pay  dearly  for  a  cure  that 
baffled  the  skill  of  all  the  Syrian  physicians,  he  made  great 
preparations.  How  little  did  he  know  that  the  gift  of  God 
could  not  be  purchased  with  money  !  He  was  prepared  to 
pay  almost  anything  that  might  be  demanded  of  him ;  he 
was  told  that  he  had  nothing  to  pay,  simply  to  do  as  God's 
servant  told  him,  to  be  cured  in  God's  way,  to  wash  in 
Jordan  seven  times.  He  had  a  hard  struggle  with  his 
pride  to  accept  the  terms ;  he  could  pay,  so  he  resisted  the 
idea  of  being  healed  for  nothing,  to  receive  it  as  a  gift. 
At  last  he  listened  to  reason  and  common-sense,  and 
obeyed,  doing  exactly  what  he  was  told.  The  consequence 
was,  he  became  a  new  creature,  and  was  perfectly  restored. 
Full  of  gratitude,  he  returns  to  the  prophet,  offering  a  gift. 
God  could  receive  no  payment  after,  no  more  than  before, 
his  healing.  It  was  all,  from  first  to  last,  a  gift,  and  could 
not  be  purchased,  but  only  accepted,  and  thanks,  due  to 
His  holy  name,  rendered.  Now  he  can  say,  "  Now  I  know 
there  is  no  God  in  all  the  earth,  but  in  Israel."  Blessed 
assurance  !  Christ  is  God's  gift  of  love,  and,  when  ac- 
cepted and  trusted,  we  can  say,  "I  know  whom  I  have 

trusted." 

JOB. 

"  For  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  He 
shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth,"  &c.  (Chap. 
xix.  25.) 

A  certain  godly  bishop,  when  dying,  was  asked  by  his 
wife,  "  Do  you  know  me?"  To  which  he  answered  he  did 
not.  He  was  again  asked,  by  some  of  his  children,  Did 
he  recognize  them?  Still  the  same  answer.  Some  one 
present  asked  him,  Did  he  know  Jesus  ?  His  face  lighted 
up  with  a  heavenly  smile,  as  he  replied,  "  Yes,  I  know  Jesus. 
He's  my  Saviour."  So  Job  could  by  faith  call  Him  my 
Redeemer.  How  many  can  talk  of  our  Redeemer,  our 
Lord,  our  Saviour,  who  cannot  say  with  the  bishop,  "He's 
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my  Saviour."  Faith  appropriates  Jesus  to  itself,  to  the 
exclusion  of  everybody  else.  My  Redeemer.  Blessed 
words !  He  has  redeemed  me.  If  a  man  was  drowning, 
and  a  friend  was  on  the  bank  looking  on,  he  could  not  say 
.to  him,  "  Thou  art  my  saviour."  But  let  that  friend  throw 
a  rope  to  him,  and  rescue  him  from  a  watery  grave,  then 
he  could  look  in  his  face  and  say,  "  I  shall  be  ever  grateful 
to  you.  You  have  saved  me.  You  are  my  saviour."  So 
until  Jesus  has  saved  us,  we  cannot  call  Him  ours.  The 
moment  we  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  One 
who  died  for  us,  satisfying  all  God's  claims,  that  moment  we 
are  redeemed  by  blood.  His  precious  blood  purchased  our 
release  from  sin  and  Satan,  and  we  are  free.  Faith  appro- 
priates all  to  itself,  and  Christ  is  our  Substitute,  taking  our 
place,  dying  instead  of  us.  "  He  loved  me,  and  gave  Him- 
self for  me"  Now  we  can  say,  "  We  know  we  were  not 
redeemed  with  silver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood 
of  Christ."  (i  Peter  i.  18.) 

He  has  redeemed  our  lives  from  destruction.  He  has 
redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law.  More  than  this, 
He  has  redeemed  us  from  all  iniquity,  for  He  saves  us 
from  our  sins.  By-and-by  He  will  redeem  us  from  death 
and  the  grave,  when  these  bodies  of  ours  will  be  changed 
and  fashioned  like  unto  His  glorious  body,  when  Christ 
will  be  made  unto  us  "redemption,"  in  the  last  and 
final  sense  of  the  word,  and  the  topstone  put  on  God's 
mighty  plan,  and  full  redemption  be  a  consummated 
thing. 

Surely  these  examples  are  enough  out  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment to  convince  those  who  maintain  that  no  one  can 
know  that  they  are  saved,  that  the  saints  of  those  times 
were  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  peace  with  God.  They 
had  not  the  same  privileges,  the  same  means  of  knowledge, 
that  we  have,  yet  they  knew  they  were  saved,  and  that  God 
was  their  God. 
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We  will  now  draw  your  attention  to  New  Testament 
testimony,  to  prove  that  uncertainty  as  to  a  believer's  per- 
sonal interest  in  Christ,  and  his  knowledge  of  salvation, 
was  never  contemplated.  The  proofs  are  too  numerous, 
so  we  must  only  select  a  few  scriptures  bearing  on  this 
important  subject. 

THE   DISCIPLES. 

In  John  vi.  51  Jesus  declared  Himself  to  the  Jews  as 
the  living  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven — "If  a 
.  man  eat  of  this  bread,  he  shall  live  for  ever ;  and  the  bread 
that  I  will  give  is  My  flesh,  which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of 
the  world.  "  How  can  this  man  give  us  His  flesh  to  eat?" 
said  the  Jews.  Again  He  said  to  them,  "  Whoso  eateth 
My  flesh,  and  drinketh  My  blood,  hath  eternal  life  ;  and  I 
will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day."  And,  "  He  that  eateth 
of  this  bread  shall  live  for  ever."  They  thought  this  a  hard 
saying,  and  many  went  back  and  walked  no  more  with 
Him.  Jesus  then  asked  His  disciples,  "Will  ye  also  go 
away?"  Peter,  the  spokesman,  answered  in  these  memor- 
able words,  "Lord,  to  whom  shall  we  go?  Thou  hast  the 
words  of  eternal  life.  And  we  believe  and  are  sure  that 
Thou  art  that  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God." 

There  was  no  uncertainty  in  their  belief.  Flesh  and 
blood  had  not  revealed  it  unto  them.  They  believed  and 
were  sure  that  that  meek  and  lowly  man,  the  carpenter's 
son,  was  the  Son  of  God.  To  the  unbelieving  Jews  it  was 
all  a  mystery.  They  could  not  understand  the  strange 
words  that  came  from  His  lips,  calling  Himself  the  bread 
of  heaven,  the  Son  of  man,  and  that  unless  they  eat  His 
flesh  and  drank  His  blood  they  had  no  life  in  them.  It 
was  incomprehensible,  yea,  enigmatical.  Their  mere  human 
understanding  could  not  take  it  in,  therefore  they  rejected 
Him  and  His  words,  and  went  away.  It  was  only  by  the 
Spirit's  teaching  the  disciples  could  say,  "  We  believe  and 
are  sure  Thou  art  the  Son  of  the  living  God."  It  is  so 
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now.  "The  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the 
Spirit  of  God ;  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him :  neither 
can  he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned." 
Consequently  they  strongly  affirm  that  no  man  can  be  sure, 
and  that  if  any  say  they  are  sure  on  the  authority  of  God's 
word,  it  is  mere  presumption. 

THE    BLIND    MAN. 

We  have  in  John  ix.  the  history  of  the  restoration  to  sight 
of  a  man  born  blind.  Jesus  came  to  him  on  purpose  that 
the  works  of  God  should  be  manifest  in  him.  He  spat  on 
the  ground,  and  made  clay,  and  spread  it  upon  the  eyes  of 
the  blind  man,  and  said  unto  him,  "  Go,  wash  in  the  pool 
of  Siloam."  What  a  strange  way  the  Saviour  took  to  restore 
his  sight !  To  a  looker-on  it  would  seem  to  be  the  very 
way  to  increase,  instead  of  remove,  his  blindness.  It  would 
raise  a  sneer,  a  scoff  from  the  unbelieving  Jew.  Let  an 
oculist  stand  by,  and  ask  him  what  he  thought  of  the  new 
way  of  restoring  sight  to  a  man  born  blind.  Would  he  not 
ridicule  it  as  an  outrage  on  reason  and  common-sense,  and 
that  it  was  an  act  of  a  madman  ?  The  idea  of  clay  put  on 
the  eyes  to  restore  sight  was  too  absurd  to  give  it  a  serious 
thought.  The  failure  would  only  recoil  on  the  head  of  the 
charlatan  who  tried  his  quack  nostrum. 

As  it  was  in  the  apostle's  day,  the  preaching  of  the  cross 
was  foolishness  to  those  who  were  perishing,  so  it  is  now. 
Men  priding  themselves  on  common-sense  and  intellectual 
power  ridicule  and  reject  salvation  through  the  story  of 
a  man  who  once  died  a  martyr's  death.  They  plainly  say 
it  is  an  outrage  on  reason,  it  is  folly,  it  is  absurb.  God's 
word  said  it  would  be  so.  "To  the  Jews  a  stumbling- 
block,  and  unto  the  Greeks  foolishness,  but  unto  us  who 
are  called  the  power  of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  God." 
The  blind  man  received  his  sight  by  doing  what  Christ  told 
him — to  wash  the  clay  off  his  eyes.  The  sinner  now  is 
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saved  by  believing  in  Christ  crucified,  and  Christ  risen  from 
the  dead. 

The  blind  man's  testimony  was  plain  and  simple  when 
people  asked  how  his  cure  was  effected  :  "A  man  called 
Jesus  made  clay,  and  anointed  mine  eyes,  and  said  unto 
me,  Go  to  the  pool  of  Siloam  and  wash  :  and  I  went  and 
washed,  and  I  received  my  sight."  There  was  no  doubt 
about  it.  There  was  no  uncertainty.  He  was  born  blind, 
now  he  sees.  He  knows  it,  and  he  lives  in  the  enjoyment 
of  it.  His  further  testimony  is  more  positive  still:  "One 
thing  I  know,  that,  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see." 

So  we,  who  were  born  spiritually  blind,  have  had  our 
eyes  opened.  We  saw  ourselves  first  lost  and  ruined 
sinners,  unable  to  do  anything  for  ourselves,  like  the  poor 
blind  man ;  but,  thank  God,  we  saw  Jesus  hanging  on  the 
cross  for  us,  and  we  are  healed. '  Many  can  point  to  the 
day  and  hour  when  they  received  their  spiritual  eyesight ; 
but  that  is  not  necessary  to  our  salvation.  There  is  one 
thing,  however,  we  must  press,  and  that  is,  if  we  are  the 
Lord's  people,  and  saved  by  His  grace,  we  must  be  able  to 
say,  "  One  thing  I  know,  that,  whereas  I  was  blind,  Jiow 
I  see." 

PAUL. 

His  direct  testimony  is,  "  I  know  whom  I  have  trusted, 
and  am  persuaded  He  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have 
committed  unto  him  against  that  day."  (2  Tim.  i.  12.)  This 
is  not  the  language  of  uncertainty  or  doubt.  It  is  not  "  I 
hope,"  but  "  I  know."  He  trusted  in  Christ,  and  He  knew 
Him.  He  committed  his  soul,  his  temporal  and  eternal 
security,  into  Christ's  hands,  and  He  was  persuaded  He  was 
able  to  keep  it  safe,  till  He  presented  him  faultless  before 
the  presence  of  His  glory.  "  Oh,  but,"  says  some  objector, 
"  Paul  was  not  certain  of  his  salvation  !  Was  he  not  afraid 
of  being  lost?  Did  he  not  fear  he  would  be  a  castaway?" 
In  i  Cor.  ix.  27  the  apostle  is  not  speaking  of  the  question 
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of  salvation  or  eternal  life,  but  about  being  a  successful 
servant  of  God,  and  winning  his  prize.  A  son  is  one  thing, 
a  servant  is  another.  A  son  can  never  lose  his  relationship 
to  his  father  ;  a  servant  may  lose  his  place  and  reward. 
His  argument  is  this  :  If  a  servant  of  God,  even  himself, 
indulges  his  body  in  its  appetites  and  desires,  and  does  not 
bring  it  into  subjection,  he  may  preach,  yes,  powerfully  and 
eloquently,  attracting  great  crowds,  but  he  will  be  dis- 
approved of  by  his  Master  at  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ,  _ 
and  lose  his  reward.  He  says,  "I  keep  my  body  under 
and  bring  it  into  subjection,  lest  that  by  any  means,  when 
I  have  preached  to  others,  I  myself  should  be  a  castaway." 
The  Lord's  servants  must  keep  their  body  under,  else  their 
body  will  keep  them  under ;  and  they  must  make  a  slave  of 
it,  else  they  will  be  slaves  to  their  bodies.  They  may  preach 
and  go  on  working,  but  the  end  will  be,  "rejected"  from  the 
incorruptible  crown,  given  to  those  who  are  the  temperate 
and  successful  servants  of  God.  They  shall  be  saved,  so  as 
by  fire,  but  they  shall  suffer  loss,  not  of  soul,  but  reward, 
(i  Cor.  iii.  15.)  Let  me  now  draw  your  attention  to  a  few 
scriptures.  , 

John  v.  24:  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  He  that 
heareth  My  word,  and  believeth  on  Him  that  sent  Me,  hath 
everlasting  life,  and  shall  not  come  into  judgment,  but  is 
passed  from  death  unto  life."  Three  things  God  has  joined 
together,  and  what  He  has  joined  together  let  no  man  put 
asunder — " hearing,  believing,  having"  not  hoping.  Having 
what?  Everlasting  life,  not  a  temporary. or  a  conditional, 
but  an  everlasting  life.  More  than  that,  "  Shall  not  come 
into  judgment,"  because  Christ  has  been  judged  and  bore 
the  condemnation  due  to  our  sins.  No  Great  White  Throne 
now  for  the  true  believer,  and  "  no  lake  of  fire,  which  is  the 
second  death."  And  again,  "/$•  passed  from  death  unto 
life."  The  word  of  God  says  so,  and  we  dare  not  doubt, 
we  dare  not  make  God  a  liar.  What  a  glorious  salvation  ! 
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What  a  blessed  security  is  ours,  founded  on  the  unchanging 
word  of  God  !  It  is  so  simple.  If  I  do  believe,  if  I  can 
believe,  that  Jesus  died  for  me,  God  says,  "  I  have  eternal 
life."  /  believe  God,  and  am  sure.  j\Tow  I  can  say,  "I 
know  I  have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  and  '  there  is  no 
condemnation.' "  These  words  of  John  v.  24  were  spoken 
soon  after  the  beginning  of  His  ministry.  As  He  drew 
near  the  "hour"  for  which  He  came  into  the  world  His 
utterances  were  still  more  emphatic.  When  speaking  of 
the  promise  of  the  Father,  the  Comforter,  He  says,  "  At 
that  day  ye  shall  know  that  I  am  in  My  Father,  and  ye  in 
Me,  and  I  in  you."  (John  xiv.  20.)  The  effect  of  the 
descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  to  be,  not  only  that  the 
disciples  should  know  that  Christ  was  in  the  Father,  but 
also  that  they  should  /kwav  with  equal  certainty  that  they 
were  in  Christ,  and  Christ  in  them.  The  Spirit  of  God  now 
bears  witness  with  our  spirits  that  we  are  the  children  of 
God. 

The  epistles  are  addressed  to  those  who  were  Christians, 
and  knew  that  they  were.  Let  us  appeal  to  them. 

1.  Rom.  v.   i  :  "Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."     This  is  not  an 
exhortation  to  have  peace  with  God,  but  it  is  the  effect  of  our 
believing  on  Christ,  who  "  was  delivered  for  our  offences, 
and  raised  again  for  our  justification."     Therefore  having 
been  justified  by  thus  believing,  we  have  peace,  or  are  at 
peace,  with  God. 

2.  i  Cor.  ii.  12  :.  "Now  we  have  received,  not  the  spirit 
of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God  ;  that  we  might 
know  the  things  that  are  freely  given  us  of  God." 

Who  are  these  who  have  received  the  Spirit  ?  They  are 
described  in  chap.  vi.  9,  10;  but  in  verse  n  he  says, 
"Such  were  some  of  you:  but  ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are 
sanctified,  but  ye  are  justified." 

The  second  epistle  abounds  with  similar  evidence. 
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3.  2  Cor.  i.  21 :  "Now  He  which  establisheth  us  with  you 
in  Christ,  and  hath  anointed  us,  is  God  ;  who  hath  also 
sealed  us,  and  given  the  earnest  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts." 

Again,  in  chap.  v.  i  :  "We  k?iow  that  if  our  earthly  house 
of  this  tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we  have  an  house  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."  No  uncertainty 
here,  is  there  ?  Could  assurance  be  more  definitely 
expressed?  How  different  from  the  uncertainty  that 
generally  exists,  and  the  language  one  hears !  It  is  not 
"we  hope,"  but  "we  know." 

4.  Col.  i.   12:  "Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father,  which 
hath  made  us  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the 
saints  in  light :  who  hath  delivered  us  from  the  power  of 
darkness,  and  hath  translated  us  into  the  kingdom  of  His 
dear  Son  :  in  whom  we  have  redemption  through  His  blood, 
even  the  forgiveness  of  sins."     There  are  no  ifs,  or  buts,  or 
hopes    here;    but    the-  most  positive   assurance.      Blessed 
certainty ! 

We  must  pass  by  innumerable  passages  in  the  other 
epistles  to  the  epistle  that  God  has  specially  given  on  this 
subject  of  assurance;  namely,  first  epistle  of  John,  the 
crowning  evidence  of  the  beloved  disciple  ere  the  canon  of 
scripture  closes. 

5.  i  John  i.  3  :  "  Our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and 
with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ." 

Chap.  ii. :  "  I  write  unto  you,  little  children,  because 
your  sins  are  forgiven  you  for  His  name's  sake."  The  word 
"  little  children "  refers  to  the  whole  family  of  God,  and 
their  great  characteristic  is  that  their  sins  are  forgiven.  It 
is  true  of  every  child  of  God,  whether  they  are  living  in  the 
enjoyment  of  it  or  not. 

Chap.  iii.  2  :  "  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and 
it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be  :  but  we  know  that, 
when  He  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  Him ;  for  we  shall 
see  Him  as  He  is." 
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Lastly,  chap.  v.  13  :  "These  things  have  I  written  unto 
you  that  believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God ;  that  ye 
may  know  that  ye  have  eternal  life." 

He  writes  to  believers  that  they  might  know  they  have 
eternal  life.  How  were  they  to  know  it?  By  simply 
believing  God's  word — "  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath 
everlasting  life."  God  says  it ;  faith  believes  it.  As  Dr. 
Chalmers  simply  put  it,  "  God  says,  '  All  who  believe  are 
saved.'  I  believe;  therefore  I  am  saved." 

"  The  moment  a  sinner  believes, 

And  trusts  in  the  crucified  Lord, 
That  moment  he  pardon  receives, 
Salvation  in  full  through  the  blood." 

It  is  presumption  to  disbelieve  God's  word,  and  make 
Him  a  liar.  (Chap.  v.  13.)  Believe  and  be  saved. 


CONFESSION. 


subject  has  many  aspects  in  the  word  of 
God.  I.  We  have  the  sinner's  confession  of 
his  state  to  God.  II.  The  sinner's  confession 
to  God  of  Jesus  as  Lord.  III.  The  believer's 
confession  of  the  Lord  Jesus  before  men.  IV.  The 
believer's  confession  of  his  sins  to  the  Father.  V. 
Believers'  confession  of  faults  one  to  another.  VI.  The 
Lord's  confession  of  believers  before  the  Father  and  the 
angels.  VII.  The  unsaved  sinner's  confession  of  Jesus 
as  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 

I.  This  is  our  basis' — our  starting-point ;  and  on  this 
— the  Lord  helping  me — I  would  speak  at  length,  praying 
Him  to  open  the  blind  eyes,  that  the  unsaved  may  see  their 
condition  in  His  sight.  In  Psalm  xxxii.  5  we  read,  "  I 
acknowledged  my  sin  unto  Thee,  and  mine  iniquity  have  I 
not  hid.  I  said,  I  will  confess  my  transgressions  unto  the 
Lord ;  and  Thou  forgavest  the  iniquity  of  my  sin."  Now 
this  confession  that  David  speaks  of  here  is  not  the  light, 
flippant  "True  enough,  we're  all  sinners,"  that  so  many 
make ;  but  the  deep,  heartfelt  confession ;  not  of  what  we 
are  in  the  sight  of  our  fellow-men,  but  of  what  we  are  in 
the  sight  of  a  holy  God. 
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Let  us  illustrate  this  truth  from  the  word.  In  Job 
xxxiii.  27  we  find  Elihu  (in  God's  stead)  saying,  "He 
looked  upon  men,  and  if  any  say,  I  have  si/i?ied,  and 
perverted  that  which  was  right,  and  it  profited  me  not ;  he 
will  deliver  his  soul  from  going  into  the  pit,  and  his  life 
shall  see  the  light."  As  long  as  the  candle  of  the  Lord 
shone  on  his  head,  and  all  went  smooth  with  Job,  he 
could  talk  of  his  good  deeds,  his  uprightness,  and  religious- 
ness ;  but  the  moment  the  candle  of  the  Lord  shone  into 
his  soul,  his  language  was,  "/  am  vile"  (chap.  xl.  4), 
confessing  his  state  before  God. 

I  ask  you,  dear  friend,  Have  you  ever  taken  that  place 
before  God?  Have  you  ever  told  Him  you  were  vile? 
Perhaps  you  have  often  thanked  Him  you  are  not  like 
other  men — wicked  and  immoral — but  that  you  are 
virtuous  and  religious.  Job  went  further  than  this.  The 
more  he  looked  at  himself  by  the  light  of  God,  the  worse 
he  thought  of  himself.  In  chapter  xlii.  5  he  cries,  "  I  have 
heard  of  Thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now  mine 
eye  seeth  Thee;  wherefore  /  abhor  myself."  Perhaps,  like 
Job,  you  have  been  hearing  of  God  all  your  life,  and  you 
never  said,  "  I  abhor  myself."  Ah,  no  !  One  look  at  what 
He  is  as  a  holy  God,  and  you  must  cry  out,  "  I  abhor 
myself."  Unless  you  take  that  place — the  lowly  place  of  a 
sinner — there  will  be  no  salvation  for  you.  If  your  spirit  is 
like  that  of  the  lady  who  said  to  her  minister,  "  Must  I  be 
saved  in  the  same  way  as  my  footman  ? "  there  is  no 
salvation  for  you.  He  came  not  "to  call  the  righteous, 
but  sinners  to  repentance."  Job  had  heard  of  God  by  the 
hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now  he  saw  Him — a  holy  God — 
therefore  he  abhors  himself. 

How  many  think  they  can  go  into  the  presence  of  God 
just  as  they  are,  and  not  be  afraid,  because  they  have  been 
moral  and  religious.  If  the  most  upright,  most  moral 
persons  in  this  assembly  were  put  down,  as  they  are,  before  the 
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throne  of  God,  where  the  seraphim  cry,  "Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord 
God  Almighty  ! "  how  would  they  feel  ?  They  would  wish 
themselves  in  the  lowest  depths  of  hell,  where'  they  could 
hide  themselves ;  so  repelling  to  a  sinner  is  the  holiness  of 
the  Almighty  God.  How  could  you  bear  the  blaze  of  that 
light  which  would  reveal  to  you  every  dark  corner  of  your 
heart,  and  show  you  how  vile  you  were  in  His  sight? 
"  Without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord." 

Have  you,  sinner,  learned  that  lesson  that  Job  learned,  "I 
abhor  myself"  ?  Have  you  learned  to  detest  yourself — to 
see  that  from  the  sole  of  the  foot  to  the  crown  of  your  head 
there  is  nothing  good  in  you — nothing  to  commend  you  to 
God's  love  and  mercy?  If  not,  you  desire  not  the 
Saviour. 

In  Isaiah  vi.  i  we  see  how  the  prophet  acted  when  he 
found  himself  face  to  face  with  God.  He  saw  the  Lord 
on  His  throne,  and  the  seraphim  with  faces  covered  before 
Him.  If  these  seraphim — these  holy  ones — were  obliged 
to  veil  their  faces  in  the  presence  of  that  wondrous  holiness 
of  God,  how  much  more  you,  who  are  at  best  but  moral, 
respectable  sinners,  and  who  think  to  get  into  heaven 
by  doing  the  best  you  can.  Miserable  delusion  !  What 
did  the  prophet  say  when  he  found  himself  before  a  holy 
God  ?  Did  he  say,  "  Thank  God,  I  am  not  as  other  men 
are  "  ?  Did  he  say,  "  I  am  a  good,  religious  man,  Lord  "  ? 
Oh,  on  !  But  he  confessed  what  he  really  was  before  God. 
"  Woe  is  me :  for  lam  undone.  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips, 
and  dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people  of  unclean  lips;  for 
mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hosts."  He 
confessed  himself  a  sinner. 

What  a  blessed  thing  when  one  now  sees  the  claims  of  a 
holy  God,  and  sees  himself  as  God  sees  him ;  for  he  may 
at  once  seek  and  find  refuge  in  Jesus  to  the  joy  and  peace 
of  his  soul,  instead  of  by-and-by,  when  there  will  be  no 
refuge  but  hell ;  and  no  remedy,  no  mercy,  no  salvation. 
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The  very  moment  a  man  takes  his  place  before  God  as 
a  sinner  he  lays  claim  to  all  God  has  provided  for  him 
in  Christ.  "Then  fleiv  one  of  the  Seraphims  unto  me, 
having  a  live  coal  in  his  hand,  which  he  had  taken  with 
the  tongs  from  off  the  altar :  and  he  laid  it  upon  my 
mouth,  and  said,  Lo,  this  hath  touched  thy  lips  ;  and  thine 
iniquity  is  taken  away,  and  thy  sin  is  purged."  Blessed 
remedy.  The  death  of  Christ  put  between  the  conse- 
quences of  his  sin  and  a  holy  God. 

In  Luke  v.  we  find  just  the  same  in  Peter's  case.  Being 
a  fisherman,  he  went  out  at  night  and  cast  his  net  into  the 
sea,  but  caught  nothing.  There  are  many,  like  Peter, 
professing  to  be  fishermen  ;  but  they  catch  nothing.  Like 
Peter,  they  work  in  the  dark.  They  have  no  light.  They 
preach  and  preach,  but  no  conversions.  They  are  in 
darkness  themselves — unconverted  men.  They  catch 
nothing.  The  Lord  was  not  with  Peter;  the  Lord  is  not 
with  them,  though  calling  themselves  His  ministers.  Like 
Peter,  they  are  casting  their  net  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  ship.  Vain  is  their  labour  ;  bootless  is  their  toil.  No 
fish,  no  blessing,  no  conversion  !  Alas  !  how  many  are 
like  this !  The  Lord  comes.  It  is  light,  it  is  day.  He 
tells  him  to  launch  out  into  the  deep.  Peter  said,  "We 
have  toiled  all  night,  and  caught  nothing ;  nevertheless  at 
Thy  word  I  will  let  down  the  net."  The  obedience  of 
faith  is  rewarded.  A  great  multitude  of  fishes  is  enclosed. 
Peter  is  now  conscious  that  he  is  in  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  and  falls  down  at  His  feet  confessing  his  condition  : 
"  Depart  from  me ;  for  I  am  a  sinful  man."  He  took  his 
place  as  a  condemned  sinner.  The  blessing  came.  The 
remedy  was  applied.  "Fear  not."  Don't  be  afraid.  I 
came  not  to  condemn.  I  am  Jesus.  "  It  is  /  Myself,  be 
not  afraid."  "Peace  be  unto  you."  Fears  and  doubts 
vanish.  It  is  now  all  peace  and  joy. 

In  Luke  xviii.  10 :  "Two  men  went  up  into  the  temple 
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to  pray;  the  one  a  Pharisee,  the  other  a  publican."  These 
were  two  sons  of  fallen  Adam.  One  a  sinful  Pharisee,  the 
other  a  sinful  publican.  The  one  a  fifty-pence  debtor,  the 
other  a  five-hundred.  The  one  a  good  sinner,  the  other  a 
bad  sinner.  One  was  moral  and  religious,  the  other  an 
outward  sinner  and  irreligious.  They  both  approach  God. 
Both  stood  on  the  same  platform  before  Him — guilty. 
There  was  no  difference  between  them  before  Him.  They 
were  both  lost  and  guilty  sinners,  and  both  must  be  saved 
in  the  same  way — the  only  way.  It  is  not  a  question 
with  Him  about  the  extent  or  enormity  or  quantity  of  sins. 
In  this  respect  there  was  no  difference  between  them. 
The  question  is,  "  Have  you  sinned  ? "  One  sin  makes 
a  sinner.  One  foolish  thought  is  sin.  (Proverbs  xxiv.  9.) 
Therefore,  the  good,  moral,  upright  man,  who  has  sinned, 
must  stand  side  by  side  with  the  drunkard  and  blasphemer, 
as  "  guilty "  before  God.  There  is  no  other  ground. 
"  There  is  no  difference." 

What  the  Lord  says  of  these  two  men  is  a  powerful 
illustration  of  this.  The  Pharisee  stood  and  prayed  thus 
with  himself :  "  God,  I  thank  Thee."  This  is  a  good 
beginning.  He  had,  no  doubt,  much  to  praise  God  for — 
his  creation,  preservation,  and  all  the  blessings  of  this  life  ? 
Oh,  no !  Well,  for  His  love,  mercy  and  long-suffering  to 
him,  an  unworthy  sinner  ?  No.  These  were  not  the 
subjects  of  his  thanks.  Listen.  "  God,  I  thank  Thee,  that 
Thou  hast  made  me  different  from  others  ;  by  Thy  grace  I 
am  what  I  am  ;  once  I  was  blind,  now  I  see ;  once  I  was 
lost,  now  I  am  saved  ;  once  I  was  a  sinful  rebel,  afar  off 
from  Thee,  but  now  I  am  brought  nigh  through  the  precious 
blood  of  Jesus."  Was  this  the  subject  of  his  praise?  Very 
different  indeed.  "  '  God,  I  thank  Thee,  that  I  am  not  as 
other  men  are,  extortioners,  unjust,  adulterers,  or  even 
as  this  publican.'  I  thank  Thee  that  no  one  can  point  the 
finger  at  me  and  say,  There  goes  a  bad,  immoral  man.  I 
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thank  Thee  I  am  not  like  that  wretched  publican 
there — that  wicked  man  who  cannot  look  Thee  in  the  face, 
but  who  seems  confounded  in  Thy  presence  with  his  vile 
sins."  All  this  he  did  not  ascribe  to  God's  grace  or  love, 
but  to  his  own  uprightness  and  strength. 

Now  he  reminds  God  what  he  gives  Him  weekly,  "  I 
fast  twice  in  the  week,  I  give  trthes  (the  tenth  part)  of  all 
that  I  possess."  This  is  Cain's  way  over  again.  It  is 
the  way  of  thousands  of  professors  of  religion  now-a-days. 
They  take  their  stand  before  God  as  religious,  moral, 
upright  people,  and  congratulate  themselves  that  they  are 
not  careless  on  the  subject  of  religion ;  that  they  go 
through  most  regularly  their  religious  duties  and  exercises  ; 
that  they  fast  every  week — twice  a  week  in  Lent — and  put 
a  good  deal  of  money  into  the  offertory.  The  fasting  with 
them  does  not  mean  abstaining  from  food,  or  things  earthly, 
and  occupation  with  things  heavenly,  but  abstaining  from 
eating  meat  (i  Timothy  iv.  3),  and  taking  instead  other 
food.  What  a  solemn  mockery  it  is  !  They  then  tell  God, 
"  I  fast  twice  in  the  week."  It  is  Cain's  offering — grain, 
fruit,  flowers  — bloodless  sacrifices  which  God  could  not 
accept.  No  man  can  approach  God  without  blood.  With 
the  Pharisee  and  these  religious  sinners,  it  is  not  the  blood 
of  Christ,  but  religion.  It  is  religion  that  is  to  do  every- 
thing for  them  in  this  world  and  the  next — not  Christ. 

"  'T  is  religion  that  can  give 
Every  blessing  while  we  live. 
'Tis  religion  can  supply 
Every  comfort  when  we  die." 

It  is  religion  without  God,  without  Christ.  Wretched 
sentimentalism  !,  It  is  the  religion  which  must  end  in 
eternal  ruin. 

The  other  man's  case  is  quite  different.  He  takes  his 
proper  place  before  God,  "afar  off,"  where  his  sins  brought 
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him.  He  was  occupied,  not  with  what  he  was  not,  but 
with  what  he  was  before  God.  He  would  not  so  much  as 
lift  his  eyes  to  heaven ;  thereby  confessing",  "  A  holy  God 
lives  there.  I  have  no  claim  upon  that  place.  I  never  did 
anything  to  deserve  to  go  there.  It  is  down  I  must  look ; 
for  I  deserve  to  go  to  hell."  " He  smote  upon  his  breast"; 
thereby  confessing  that  the  source  of  all  his  sin  was  there ; 
that  in  there  was  the  fountain  from  whence  came  all  his 
wickedness.  But  he  says,  "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
sinner!"  or,  more  literally,  "God  be  propitiated  to  me  the 
sinner ! "  You  see,  he  took  his  place  not  merely  as  a 
sinner  indefinitely,  but  as  the  sinner,  as  if  he  was  the  only 
sinner.  He  did  more  than  this :  he  confessed  that  pro- 
pitiation for  his  sins  was  needful ;  not  fasting  or  tithes,  but 
blood-shedding.  He  believed  the  blessed  truth,  that  "  Herein 
is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  He  loved  us,  and 
gave  His  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins."  This  is 
what  he  laid  claim  to  in  confessing  himself  the  sinner,  and 
believing  in  the  propitiation  for  his  sins  as  a  thing  that  God 
absolutely  demanded  and  required. 

Oh,  what  blessing,  what  happiness  was  brought  to  him  ! 
He  went  into  that  temple  a  guilty,  unworthy  sinner.  He 
went  away  a  pardoned,  justified  believer.  He  was  saved 
on  the  spot — the  moment  he  took  his  proper  place,  and 
rested  his  soul  for  salvation  on  the  precious  blood  as  that 
which  was  the  propitiation  for  his  sins. 

"  The  moment  a  sinner  believes, 
And  trusts  in  a  crucified  Lord, 
His  pardon  at  once  he  receives, 
Salvation  in  full  through  His  blood." 

How  precious  is  the  testimony  of  Jesus  about  this  man  ! 
"I  tell  you,  this  man  went  down  to  his  house  justified"; 
that  is,  pardoned — nothing  laid  to  his  charge.  He  believed 
that  the  guiltless  One,  Jesus,  took  his  place,  the  guilty  one, 
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and  he  went  home  "not  guilty,"  "justified,"  and  pronounced 
so  by  the  Judge  Himself. 

What  about  the  other  wretched  self-occupied  man — so 
full  of  his  integrity  and  his  religion?  Did  he  go  down 
justified?  Certainly  not.  Some  may  say,  No  doubt  the 
publican  was  justified  ;  but  so  was  the  other;  for  the  Lord 
says  the  publican  was  "justified  rather  than  the  other." 
Will  you  observe  that  the  word  "  rather  "  is  in  italics,  put 
in  by  the  translators,  and  mars  the  sense.  I  ask,  Could  he 
be  justified  by  his  works?  There  was  no  word  about  his 
sinful  state  before  God ;  no  mention  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
only  propitiation.  We  are  justified  by  faith  before  God. 
We  are  justified  by  works  before  men.  Works  are  the 
evidence  of  faith.  The  justified  man  works  because  he  is 
saved,  and  not  to  get  saved. 

The  force  of  the  original  is  this  :  the  publican  went  down 
to  his  house  justified,  and  the  other  did  not.  Of  course  not. 
How  could  he?  for  "a  man  is  justified  by  faith  without  the 
deeds  of  the  law."  (Rom.  iii.  28.) 

II.  This  brings  us  now  to  our  second  head ;  namely, 
"  The  sinner's  confession  to  God  of  Jesus  as  LORD." 

In  Romans  x.  9  it  is  written :  "If  thou  shall  confess 
with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in  thine 
heart  that  God  raised  Him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be 
saved." 

It  is  not  enough  merely  to  confess  that  we  are  sinners ; 
but  we  must  also  confess  to  God  that  we  believe  Jesus  is 
the  Lord.  How  this  precious  verse  has  brought  liberty  and 
rest  to  many  a  soul  ! 

"Confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus."  What  means 
this  ?  When  the  dying  thief  was  on  the  cross  he  read  the 
superscription,  "  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  King  of  the  Jews." 
But  he  did  not  say,  "  King  of  the  Jews,  remember  me " ; 
nor  yet,  "  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  remember  me."-  His  cry  was, 
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"  Lord,  remember  me."  "  No  man  can  say  that  Jesus  is 
the  LORD  but  by  the  Holy  Ghost."  It  was  by  the  Spirit's 
teaching  that  the  dying  thief — that  man  that  is  in  heaven 
now,  without  ever  having  been  baptized,  and  without 
having  received  the  Lord's  Supper  (think  of  it,  you  who 
put  ordinances  in  the  place  of  Christ),  said,  "LORD, 
remember  me."  The  devil  had  been  his  lord  and  master 
for  many  a  day ;  but  now  he  submits  to  the  Son  of  God, 
and  owns  Him  his  Lord  and  Master. 

So  Saul,  on  his  way  to  Damascus,  was  prostrated  before 
the  glorious  light  of  a  risen  and  a  glorified  Christ ;  and  he 
cried  out  in  an  agony  of  soul,  "Who  art  Thou,  LORD?" 
He  had  owned  Gamaliel  as  his  master  for  many  a  year, 
being  brought  up  at  his  feet;  but  now,  having  gazed  on 
that  glorious  One  whom  he  had  been  persecuting  in  the 
person  of  His  saints,  he  falls  prostrate  at  his  feet,  and  cries, 
"Who  art  Thou,  Lord?"  As  if  he  had  said,  "I  now 
submit ;  I  now  give  in ;  I  pull  down  the  black  flag  of 
rebellion  and  surrender,  and  from  henceforth  own  none 
other  as  my  LORD  and  Master  but  Thee."  "  If  thou  shalt 
confess  with  thy  mouth  the  LORD  Jesus."  The  dying  thief 
confessed  Him,  and  it  brought  the  answer,  "  This  day  shalt 
thou  be  with  Me  in  Paradise."  Saul  confessed  Him  as 
Lord,  and  drew  forth  the  revelation  of  that  blessed  Name 
which  alone  can  give  peace  and  rest ;  which  alone  can  fill 
up  the  void  in  the  soul  created  there  by  the  glorious  light 
of  a  holy  God. 

It  is  not  merely  confess  to  God  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord 
Jesus;  but  "if  thou  shalt  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God 
raised  Him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved."  The 
resurrection  of  the  Lord  Jesus  is  God's  testimony  that  He 
has  accepted  the  death  of  Christ  as  a  propitiation,  a  satis- 
faction for  sin ;  so  when  a  sinner  comes  to  God,  bringing 
Christ  with  him,  like  Abel,  and  by  faith  putting  His  death 
between  the  consequences  of  his  sins  and  a  holy  God,  and 
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being  satisfied  with  that  which  satisfied  God,  he  is  saved. 
God  says  so.  The  resurrection  proved  that  God  was 
satisfied ;  and  when  the  sinner  believes  in  his  heart  that 
God  raised  Christ,  he  believes  that  God  was  satisfied  in  the 
death  of  Christ  for  his  sins.  This  is  salvation :  "  Thou 
sJialt  be  saved."  "With  the  heart  man  believeth  unto 
righteousness,  and  with  the  mouth  confession  is  made  unto 
salvation." 

III.  Luke  xii.  8.  The  confession  of  Jesus  in  the  world. 
"  Whosoever  shall  confess  Me  before  men." 

This  is  what  God  wants  you,  dear  children  of  God,  to  do, 
to  confess  Jesus  in  this  world  that  hates  and  rejects  Him. 
We  are  left  here  in  this  world  to  bear  witness  of  His  love, 
His  grace,  His  suffering  and  shame.  He  was  not  ashamed 
to  endure  the  cross  for  us,  and  should  we  be  ashamed  to. 
confess  Him  now? 

Would  you  turn  with  me  to  Luke  viii.  38,  39,  where  you 
may  read  about  the  young  man  out  of  whom  Jesus  cast  a 
legion  of  devils  ?  When  the  people  of  the  country  round 
came  to  see  what  was  done  to  him,  they  saw  him  "at  the 
feet  of  Jesus,  clothed,  and  in  his  right  mind."  When  Jesus 
was  about  to  depart,  the  young  man  asked  permission  to 
accompany  Him,  and  to  be  with  Him.  Jesus  said  to  him, 
"Return  to  thine  own  house,  and  show  how  great  things 
God  hath  done  unto  thee."  He  went.  I  have  often  tried 
to  picture  to  myself  the  return  of  that  young  man  to  his 
home.  His  heart  was  overflowing  with  love  and  gratitude 
to  that  blessed  One  who  had  delivered  him  out  of  the 
power  of  the  wicked  one.  He  reaches  home.  Perhaps  he 
is  met  by  a  loved  and  loving  mother,  who  has  not  ceased 
day  and  night  to  cry  to  God  on  behalf  of  her  darling  boy. 
"  Mother,  your  prayers  have  been  answered.  God  has  done 
great  things  for  me.  He  has  saved  me.  Father,  God  has 
had  mercy  on  me.  My  sisters  and  brothers,  the  same  Jesus 
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that  saved  me,  is  able  and  willing  to  save  you.  Will  you 
come  to  Him  for  salvation  ?  "  What  a  scene  in  that  home  ! 
The  lost  was  found,  the  wanderer  was  restored  ;  and  he, 
telling  out  boldly  what  God  had  done  for  hinl,  confessed 
Jesus.  Perhaps  all  were  unsaved  in  that  household ;  never- 
theless he  was  not  silent,  but  fearlessly  confessed  the  power 
of  Christ  to  deliver  and  save. 

Did  he  rest  satisfied  with  merely  telling  his  family  about 
Jesus  ?  Oh,  no  !  the  love  of  Christ  constrained  him  to  go 
out  into  the  city,  where  he  published  far  and  near  what 
Jesus  had  done  for  and  unto  him.  Blessed  testimony  ! 
Noble  confession !  How  many  of  you  profess  to  be  con- 
verted to  God,  and  yet  you  are  ashamed,  perhaps,  to  confess 
Him. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  confession — i,  with  the  lips ;  2, 
with  the  life. 

There  are  many  who  confess  Him  with  their  lips,  and 
deny  Him  in  their  life — "in  works  deny  Him."  What  is 
the  use  in  your  holding  the  truth  of  God,  which  you  may  do 
most  clearly  and  intelligently,  if  the  truth  of  God  does  not 
hold  you  so  as  to  tell  on  your  walk  and  life  ?  Lip  confes- 
sion is  comparatively  easy.  //  is  a  necessary  thing.  But 
the  confession  by  the  life  is  that  which  brings  most  glory  to 
God.  Dear  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ,  are  you  taking 
your  proper  place  in  the  world  as  confessors  of  Christ? 
Can  you  confess  Him  in  spite  of  the  sneers  of  com- 
panions and  the  scoffs  of  a  Christ-hating  world  ?  It  will 
be  joy  to  your  own  soul  to  do  so,  and  it  will  rejoice  the 
heart  of  Him  who  said,  "Whosoever  shall  confess  Me 
before  men,  him  shall  the  Son  of  man  confess  before  the 
angels  of  God." 

IV.  In  i  John  i.  9  we  read :  "  If  we  confess  our  sins, 
He  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse 
us  from  all  unrighteousness."  This  is  the  child's  confession 
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to  his  heavenly  Father  of  his  sins.  All  my  sins,  past,  present, 
and  future,  are  all  atoned  for  by  the  death  of  Jesus.  When 
I  believed  on  Jesus  all  my  past  sins  were  blotted  out  for 
ever.  Sins* are  not  to  be  forgiven  till  committed.  On 
believing  I  am  clean  every  whit — as  clean  as  the  blood  of 
Christ  could  make  me.  I  have  now  no  business  to  sin. 
My  proper  state  now  is  that  I  sin  not.  "  My  little  children, 
these  things  write  I  unto  you  "  (whose  sins  are  forgiven  you 
for  His  name's  sake)  "that  ye  sin  not."  (i  John  ii.)  If  I 
sin  now,  I  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ 
the  righteous.  I  have  another  Advocate  within  me,  His 
Holy  Spirit,  who-  will  give  me  no  peace  of  conscience  till  I 
go  to  the  Father  and  make  a  clean  breast  of  it,  confessing 
my  sin.  When  I  do  my  part,  and  from  my  heart  confess 
wherein  I  have  sinned,  He  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive 
me,  and  cleanse  me  from  all  unrighteousness.  When  I  sin 
communion  is  broken,  when  I  confess  it  is  restored.  This 
is  the  work  of  my  Advocate  above.  We  have  the  Advocate 
in  us  that  we  may  not  sin.  This  is  our  power,  our  strength. 
We  have  the  Advocate  for  us  when  we  do  sin.  He  picks 
us  up  and  restores  us.  He  does  not  say,  "  Whosoever  asks 
for  forgiveness."  A  child  may  do  that,  merely  dreading  the 
consequence,  without  in  the  least  feeling  in  his  heart  how 
he  has  grieved  his  Father,  and  without  being  in  the  least 
grieved  himself.  But  it  is  "confess" — deep,  heartfelt  con- 
trition ;  where  this  is  not  there  is  no  true  confession,  and 
consequently  no  forgiveness.  God  cannot  tolerate  sin  even 
in  His  child.  It  breaks  all  communion  between  them,  mars 
all  blessing,  robs  of  peace,  puts  the  soul  into  darkness  and 
doubts,  makes  the  believer  miserable  and  unhappy,  and  a 
ready  prey  for  Satan,  who  often  drives  the  soul  into  reckless- 
ness and  despair. 

But,  oh,  how  sweet  the  joy  of  restoration  upon  the  con- 
fession to  Him  who  is  faithful  and  just !  How  many  there 
are  who,  under  the  pressure  of  a  burdened  conscience,  do 
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confess  their  sins,  but  don't  get  relieved,  nor  are  made 
happier.  Why  is  this  ?  Because  there  is  merely  the  con- 
fession, and  then  a  return  to  the  sin  or  evil  course  again. 
In  Prov.  xxviii.  13  it  is  not  merely  confessing,  but  confession 
and  forsaking,  "  He  that  covereth  his  sins  shall  not  prosper: 
but  whoso  confesseth  and  forsaketh  them  shall  have  mercy." 
Poor  backslider !  there  can  be  no  happiness  for  thee,  unless 
you  pour  out  your  heart  in  deep  sorrowful  confession  to 
your  Father,  with  the  earnest  determination  to  forsake  the 
path  of  sin  you  have  been  treading.  Return  at  once  in 
welcome,  and  again  be  happy,  restored  to  the  joy  and  peace 
of  the  great  salvation  of  God. 

"  Return,  O  wanderer,  to  thy  home  ; 

Thy  Father  calls  for  thee  ; 
No  longer  now  an  exile  roam, 
In  guilt  and  misery." 

V.  "  Confess  your  faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  for  one 
another,  that  ye  be  healed."  Rome,  and  all  her  imitators, 
has  founded  auricular  confession  on  this.  There  is  no 
question  here  of  confessing  to  a  priest,  a  minister.  It  is  no 
question  of  general  faults.  There  is  no  warrant  for  priestly 
confession  of  sins.  But  there  is  a  warrant  for  this  :  that  if 
I  get  angry,  and  say  something  to  wound,  hurt,  or  injure 
you,  I  am  bound  to  go  to  you,  my  brother  or  sister,  and 
confess  my  fault,  the  wrong  I  have  done  you.  This  is  con- 
fession of  particular,  not  general  faults.  Oh,  what  breaches 
exist  between  many  of  God's  people !  and  breaches  too  not 
caused  by  belonging  to  different  parties  or  holding  different 
views,  but  breaches  caused  by  angry  words,  wrongly  imputed 
motives,  or  hasty  judgments.  It  requires  grace  to  come  to 
the  one  wronged,  injured,  or  hurt,  and  confess  our  faults. 
Pride  keeps  the  breach  open,  the  wound  unhealed.  We  are 
bound  for  the  sake  of  our  Lord's  honour  and  our  own  peace 
of  mind  to  come  and  confess,  that  the  breach  may  be  healed 
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and  fellowship  restored.  Oh  that  there  was  more  of  this 
godly,  God-honouring  confession  among  His  saints  !  Then 
the  world  would  know  that  we  are  followers  of  Jesus,  "  by 
the  love  we  have  one  to  another."  (Read  Matt,  xviii.  15.) 

VI.  Matt.  x.  32  :  "Whosoever  therefore  shall  confess  Me 
before  men,  him  will  I  confess  before  My  Father  which  is  in 
heaven;"  and  in  Luke,  "before  the  angels."     If  you  are 
true  and  faithful  to  Christ  here,  beloved,  you  must  take 
your  stand  and  confess  Him  before  men,  and  then  He  will 
confess  you  before  His  Father  and  the  angels.     He  will  say 
of  you,  "  There  is  My  child  walking  worthy  of  Me  in  the 
midst  of  his  house,  circle,  or  friends.    He  is  walking  worthy 
of  My  love  that  sought  him,  My  blood  that  bought  him,  of 
the  agony  and  suffering  I  endured  on  the  cross  for  him. 
He  is  a  faithful  servant."  How  blessed  to  be  thus  confessed 
by  the  once  rejected  but  now  glorified  Christ ! 

VII.  and  last.  Phil.  ii.  10,  n  ;  and  Rom.  xiv.  n.     How 
solemn.    "  In  (not  at}  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should 
bow,  and  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father."     Dear  unconverted 
one,  if  you  won't  bow  the  knee  noiv  to  Jesus,  and  your 
tongue  own  Him  Lord  and  Master,  to  the  joy  and  salvation 
of  your  soul,  you  must  do  it  by-and-by  to  your  eternal  ruin. 
Bow  you  must  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  either  now  or  then. 
Now,  salvation;  then,  condemnation.  Oh,  which  will  it  be? 
It  is  not  the  genuflexions  of  Rome  and  her  imitators,  when 
the  name  of  Jesus  is  mentioned,  that  is  here  meant.     How 
many  do  that,  and  never  really  bow  the  knee  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  !     How  many  say,  "  Lord,  Lord  ! "  who  never  own 
Him  as  Lord  and  Master  ! 

The  world,  riches,  fashion,  pleasure,  sin,  "  these  be  your 
gods,"  ye  professors  who  say  "  Lord,  Lord,"  and  bow  your 
knees  at  the  name  of  Jesus.  It  is  mockery,  like  to  that  of 
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the  cruel  soldiery,  who  put  a  purple  robe  on  the  blessed 
One,  and  bowed  the  knee  before  Him,  and  said,  "  Hail, 
King  of  the  Jews."  There  must  be  a  bowing  the  knee  in 
the  name  of  that  rejected  Man  Christ  Jesus,  either  in  this 
world  or  hereafter;  and  that  by  every  creature  under 
heaven  and  earth.  Tongues  which  now  blaspheme  His 
blessed  name  must  confess  Him  Lord  to  the  glory  of  God. 
Then  there  will  be  no  mercy,  no  salvation,  nothing  but 
darkness  and  despair  for  ever ;  nothing  but  the  worm  that 
dieth  not,  and  the  fire  that  is  not  quenched.  Now  you 
may  resist  and  refuse ;  then  the  Almighty  God  will  compel 
you  to  bow  your  knee,  and  down  before  the  great  white 
throne,  and  before  millions  of  redeemed  ones  with  Him  on 
that  throne,  and  surrounded  by  millions  and  millions  of  lost 
souls,  you  will  have  to  confess  Jesus  as  Lord — that  Jesus 
whom  you  slighted  and  rejected,  and  then  receive  the  awful 
sentence,  "  Depart  from  Me,  ye  cursed,  into  ewrlasting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels." 

But  now  God  is  waiting  to  be  gracious.  He  loves  to 
save.  Noii>  is  the  accepted  time ;  now  is  the  day  of  salva- 
tion. Confess  yourself  a  sinner,  lost  and  ruined.  Confess 
Jesus  as  your  Lord  and  Master  from  this  day  forth.  Yield 
to  Him.  Emptied  of  self  and  all  your  vain  strivings,  submit 
to  Him.  Let  me  repeat  those  two  passages  : 

"  If  any  say  1  have  sinned  and  perverted  that  which  was 
right,  He  will  deliver  his  soul  from  going  into  the  pit,  and 
his  life  shall  see  the  light."  Why  will  He  deliver?  "I 
have  found  a  ransom." 

"  If  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  shalt  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God  raised  Him  from 
the  dead,  thou  shalt  bt  saved" 

Oh,  decide  at  once  !  Now  or  then  ?  Which  ?  It  may 
be — now  or  never1}  Now,  salvation,  peace,  joy,  and  a  home 
in  the  glory;  then,  despair,  remorse,  the  lake  of  fire. 
Decide  !  No  longer  halt  between  two  opinions.  Time  is 
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short.    Eternity  is  near.    The  Judge  is  at  the  door.    Decide 
at  once.     Decide  now,  ere  it  be  too  late. 

"  To-morrow's  sun  may  never  rise 

To  bless  thy  long  deluded  sight ; 
This  is  the  time.     Oh,  then,  be  wise  ! 
Thou  wouldst  be  saved — why  not  to-night  ? 

"Our  God  in  pity  lingers  still, 

And  wilt  thou  thus  His  love  requite  ? 
Renounce  at  length  thy  stubborn  will, 
Thou  wouldst  be  saved — why  not  to-night  ?  " 
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NOTES    ON  AN   ADDRESS. 


ELOVED  FRIENDS,— I  desire  to  bring  this 
subject  before  you  under  three  distinct  heads, 
ist.  Christ  our  Representative.  2nd.  Our 
High  Priest.  3rd.  Our  Advocate.  Let  us  read 
Hebrews  ix.  24,  "  For  Christ  is  not  entered  into  the  holy 
places  made  with  hands,  which  are  the  figures  of  the  true  ; 
but  into  heaven  itself,  now  to  appear  in  the  presence  of 
God  for  us." 

I.     OUR   REPRESENTATIVE. 

For  us,  as  our  Representative,  He  appears  before  God, 
like  Aaron,  in  his  robes  of  beauty  and  glory,  bearing  the 
children  of  Israel  upon  His  breast  and  shoulders;  so 
Christ  bears  us  continually  before  God  on  His  heart,  the 
seat  of  His  affection ;  and  on  His  shoulders,  the  place  of 
strength.  There  is  another  aspect  of  this  truth  I  would 
refer  to  now,  viz.,  that  He  appears  in  the  presence  of  God 
as  us.  In  i  John  iv.  17  we  read,  "Because  as  He  is,  so 
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are  we  in  this  world."  There  were  two  grand  truths  which 
filled  the  soul  of  Martin  Luther  with  peace  and  power, 
viz.,  justification  by  faith,  and  Christ  appearing  in  the 
presence  of  God  as  us.  He  exclaimed,  when  first  seeing 
the  latter,  "  Oh  !  the  blessedness  of  knowing,  that  as 
Christ  is  before  God,  so  am  I."  Lady  Powerscourt  used 
to  say  that  "  a  child  of  God  ought  not  to  be  so  much 
walking  on  earth  and  looking  to  heaven,  as  living  in 
heaven  and  walking  on  earth."  God  does  not  merely  look 
upon  His  people  down  here  in  the  midst  of  failures  and 
infirmities,  but  He  looks  upon  each  one  of  us  in  the 
person  of  His  Son  at  His  right  hand,  and  says,  even  to  the 
feeblest  saint,  "  Thou  art  all  fair,  My  love ;  there  is  no  spot 
in  thee."  In  i  Corinthians  xii.  12  we  read,  "For  as  the 
body  is  one,  and  hath  many  members,  and  all  the 
members  of  that  one  body,  being  many,  are  one  body ;  so 
also  is  Christ.  For  by  one  Spirit  are  we  all  baptized  into 
one  body."  When  a  sculptor  is  about  to  model  a  statue 
he  commences  by  forming  the  head  out  of  his  solid  block 
of  marble ;  so  God,  when  forming  the  mystic  body,  the 
Church,  begins  with  "  The  Head  "—Christ.  This  we  find 
in  Ephesians  i.  19-23.  At  the  day  of  Pentecost  the  Holy 
Spirit — the  promise  of  the  Father — was  poured  out,  and 
He  baptized  all  living  believers  as  members  of  Christ's 
body.  That  is,  He  livingly  united  them  to  a  risen  Christ 
at  the.  right  hand  of  God.  This  baptism  cannot  be 
repeated.  Since  then  every  child  of  God,  on  believing,  is 
baptized  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  made  a  member  of  Christ. 
This  blessed  union  between  Christ  and  His  Church  was 
first  revealed  to  Paul  outside  the  walls  of  Damascus  in 
these  words,  "Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  Me ? " — as 
if  He  said,  "  Saul,  thou  art  wounding  My  hands  ;  thou  art 
injuring  My  feet;  thou  art  persecuting  My  saints." 

This  blessed  union  has  two  sides ;  first,  Christ  one  with 
us ;  and,  second,  we  one  with  Christ. 
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Firstly,  Christ  one  with  us. 

(1)  As    to    humanity.       Christ    took    upon    Him    our 
humanity.     We   must  be   careful,  when  speaking  of  this 
precious  and  solemn  truth,  not  to  go  beyond  the  words 
of  Scripture,  as  many  have  done.     As  the  men  of  Beth- 
shemesh  lifted  the  lid  of  the  ark  and  looked  in,  and  were 
punished  by  God  for  so  doing,  so  many   teachers  have 
blasphemously  sought  to  pry  into  the  deep  mysteries  of 
God  manifest  in  the  flesh  with  terrible  results.     Scripture 
speaks  very  guardedly,  but  at  the  same  time  very  plainly, 
concerning   this  great  mystery,   as   in   John  i.   14,    "The 
Word   was   made   flesh,    and   dwelt   among  us."     Again, 
Romans  viii.  3,  "God  sending  His  own  Son  in  the  like- 
ness  of  sinful   flesh."      And   again,   in   Phil.    ii.    7,   "  He 
made  Himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  Him  the 
form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men ; 
and    being    found    in   fashion    as   a   man,    He   humbled 
Himself,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death 
of  the  cross."     Never  anywhere  in  Scripture  is  it  said  that 
Christ   took   upon   Him  our  nature,   which  is  sinful  and 
liable  to  death.     And  yet  how  blessed  to  think  of  Him  as 
Man — very  Man,  perfect  Man.     "  Forasmuch  then  as  the 
children    are    partakers    of   flesh    and    blood,    He    also 
Himself  likewise  took  part  of  the  same"  (here  He  is  our 
blessed     Kinsman),     "  that    through    death     He    might 
destroy"  (annul  his  power)  "him  that  had  the  power  of 
death,    that   is,    the    Devil "    (here   He   is  our  Avenger) ; 
"  and  deliver  them  "  (as  our  Redeemer)  "  who  through  fear 
of  death  were  all  their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage  " — the 
Old  Testament  saints.  (Heb.  ii.  14,  15.) 

(2)  He  was  one  with  us  as  regards  our  sorrows.     How 
blessed  to  think  of  Him  as  "the  Man  of  sorrows,  and 
acquainted  with  grief."     If  all  the  accumulated  griefs  and 
sorrows  of  the  church  of  God,  from  first   to   last,    were 
collected  together  in  one  great  mass,  we  may  have  some 
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little  idea  of  the  burden  the  Son  of  man  had  to  bear  when 
passing  through  this  sin-stained  world.  Child  of  sorrow  !  be 
comforted,  knowing  that  your  Saviour  deeply  sympathizes 
with  you  in  your  bereavements  and  sorrows,  as  He  did 
with  the  loved  sisters  of  Bethany  at  the  tomb  of  Lazarus. 

(3)  Christ  is  one  with  us  as  regards  our  sins.     He  was 
the  Holy  One  of  God,  who  "  had  no  sin,"  and  "  knew  no 
sin."     But  still  we  find  that  He  so  identified  Himself  with 
His  people  that  He  made  their  sins  His  own,  confessing 
them  to  God,  and  bearing  the  terrible  judgment  due  to 
them.     We   read    in   the  Psalms  of   David  the  deep  ex- 
periences of  One  confessing  sins  to  God.     Who  was  this 
but  Christ   confessing   the  sins  of  His  people  as  if   His 
own  ?     He   came   to   put   away   sin    by   the    sacrifice   of 
Himself;  that  is,  to  glorify  God  and  satisfy  the  claims  of 
His    justice   and  holiness,  also  to  bear  the  sins  of   His 
people  into  the  land  of  forgetfulness. 

(4)  Christ  is  one  with  us  as  regards  death.     Death  is  the 
terrible   sentence   of   God   against  sin,   and   Jesus   tasted 
death  for  every  child  of  God.     Some  tell  us  Jesus  was  a 
mere  man,  that  He  suffered  for  His  principles  as  a  martyr. 
If  so,  why  those  sobs  and  sighs  in  Gethsemane's  garden  ? 
why  that  agonizing  cry  on  the  cross,  "  My  God,  My  God, 
why  hast  Thou  forsaken  Me?"     Is  it  anywhere  recorded 
in  history  that  God  forsook  His  servants  when  suffering  for 
His  cause  at  the  stake  or  the  scaffold  ?     Never !      Read 
Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs,  and  there  you  will  see  how  God 
stood  by  and  strengthened  His  beloved  servants  while  suffer- 
ing those  awful  deaths.     Christ  was  no  Martyr.     He  was 
the  Sacrifice  of  God's  providing,  to  render  to  Him  a  full, 
perfect   atonement   and  satisfaction   for  the  whole  world, 
"that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life."     God  is  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
death  of   Christ  as  such, -and  proved  it  by  raising  Him 
from  the  dead  on  the  third  day. 
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Secondly,  We  are  one  with  Christ,  (i)  As  regards  ac- 
ceptance. The  resurrection  of  Christ  is  God's  witness  to 
us  that  He  accepted  the  death  of  His  Son  on  the  cross  for 
every  one  that  believes.  The  resurrection  of  Christ  is  the 
great  keystone  in  the  arch  of  this  great  salvation.  God 
raised  Him  by  His  power  and  glory,  and  seated  Him  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high  as  a  proof  of  ac- 
acceptance.  We  are  "  accepted  in  the  Beloved."  God 
accepted  the  death  of  Christ  for  His  people ;  and  we  are 
so  one  with  Him  that  God  accepts  us  too.  "Christ  also 
hath  once  suffered  for  sins,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that 
He  might  bring  us  to  God."  He  brought  us  into  God's 
presence  in  holiness,  acceptance,  and  righteousness. 

(2)  Life.     Christ  is  our  life.     The  life  of  the  Head  is 
the  life  of  the  members.      The  same  vital  principle  runs 
from  the  Head  to  all  the  members.     The  throbbings  of 
the  divine  nature  in  us  beat  in  unison  with  the  heart  of 
Christ  inside  the  veil. 

(3)  Peace.     Jesus  Christ  made  our  peace  by  the  blood 
of  His  cross.      He  gave  us  peace  when  we  believed  on 
Him;  and  "He  is"  now  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  "our 
peace" ;  so  we  can  sing — 

"  That  which  can  shake  the  cross 
May  shake  the  peace  it  gave, 
Which  tells  me  Christ  has  never  died, 
Or  never  left  the  grave. 
Till  then  my  peace  is  sure, 
It  will  not,  cannot  yield  ; 
Jesus  I  know  has  died  and  lives, 
On  this  firm  Rock  I  build." 

So,  dear  child  of  'God,  you  have  a  peace  apart  from  your- 
self that  nothing  can  disturb,  that  nothing  can  mar,  and 
that  nothing  can  break.  Jesus  is  your  peace. 

(4)  Righteousness.    We  were  justified;  that  is,  pronounced 
not  guilty  by  the  righteous  Judge,  when  we  accepted  the 
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death  of  Christ,  as  the  righteous  sentence  of  God  justly 
due  to  us.  But  more  than  that,  we  are  accounted  righteous 
in  the  Righteous  One,  and  "made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  Him."  We  stand  complete  in  Him.  Blessed 
standing  !  For  He  "  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wisdom,  and 
righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption."  (i  Cor. 
i.  30.) 

(5)  Place.     We   are  pilgrims  and    strangers  here,  and 
Heaven  is  our  home.     That  is  our  place.     We  are  already 
there,  seated  in  Christ,  and  waiting  to  be  glorified  together 
with  Him.     Soon  He  will  come  and  receive  us  to  Himself, 
"that  where  He  is,  there  we  may  be  also." 

(6)  Glory.     The  glory  of  our  risen  Head  is  upon  us 
now.     As  the  oil  from  the  head  of  Aaron  flowed  down  to 
his  feet,  so  the  glory  of  Christ  flows  out  from  Him  down 
to  the  very  members  that  are  farthest  removed  from  the 
Head.      In  the  Lord's  Prayer,  in  John  xvii.,  Jesus  said, 
"  And  the  glory  which  Thou  gavest  Me  I  have  given  them, 
that  they  may  be  one,  even  as  We  are  one."     This  glory 
we  are  to  reflect  here.     In  2  Cor.  ii.  18  we  read,  "But  we 
all,  with  unveiled  face  reflecting  as  from  a  mirror  (R.V.) 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  same  image 
from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.     If 
I  stand  before  a  mirror,  it  is  my  image  that  is  reflected  in 
that  mirror;  but  if  I  am  a  mirror  (and  this  is  the  figure 
made  use  of  here),  and  Christ  stands  before  me,  it  is  His 
image  that  is  seen  in  and  reflected  from  it.     This  is  our 
position  here  in  the  world  to  reflect  this  glory.     The  mirror 
must  be  kept  bright  and  burnished;   no  green  veil  of  the 
world,  or  dust  of  earth,  being  allowed  on  it,  else  the  image 
is  dim,  and  the  reflection  uncertain.     But  in  holy  com- 
munion with  Himself  we  reflect  His  image — that  is,  "we 
show  forth  the  virtues — not  merely  the  praises — the  graces, 
the  long-suffering,  the  love  of  Jesus,  who  hath  called  us 
from  darkness  into  His  marvellous  light " — thus  fulfilling 
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our  holy  mission  till  Jesus  conies.  Then  the  second 
aspect  of  the  glory  will  be  fulfilled — "  Father,  I  will  that 
they  also,  whom  Thou  hast  given  Me,  be  with  Me  where  I 
am,  that  they  may  behold  My  glory."  More  than  that, 
we  shall  share  His  glory  as  partakers  thereof,  (i  Peter  v.  i.) 

"  And  more  than  all  I  long 

His  glories  to  behold, 
Whose  smile  shall  fill  the  radiant  throng 
With  ecstasies  untold. 

"  And  then  through  endless  days, 
Where  all  Thy  glories  shine, 
In  happier,  holier  strains  I  '11  praise 
The  grace  that  made  me  Thine." 

II.    OUR  HIGH  PRIEST. 

Now  we  must  leave  our  position  as  seated  in  the  Heaven- 
lies  in  Christ,  and  come  down  to  a  scene  where  we  are 
subject  to  temptations,  infirmities,  and  sins ;  for  which  our 
God,  blessed  be  His  name !  has  made  ample  provision  in 
the  Priesthood  and  Advocacy  of  Christ.  These  offices  of 
Christ  we  must  not  look  upon  as  one  and  the  same ;  they 
are  distinct,  they  are  different.  Priesthood  is  between  God 
and  His  people.  Advocacy  between  the  Father  and  His 
children.  The  one  is  for  us  as  worshippers,  the  other  is 
connected  with  our  fellowship  with  the  Father  and  His 
Son.  The  one  is  preventive,  the  other  restorative.  These 
two  distinctions  are  plainly,  brought  before  us  in  the  history 
of  Peter  in  Luke  xxii.  31  :  "The  Lord  said,  Simon,  Simon, 
behold,  Satan  hath  desired  to  have  you,  that  he  might  sift 
you  as  wheat."  Satan  could  enter  into  a  Judas  Iscariot.  a 
child  of  his  own,  a  son  of  perdition,  but  he  could  only  sift 
Peter,  a  child  of  God.  Satan  came  and  asked  leave  of 
the  Lord  (for  this  is  implied  in  the  word  "  desire  ")  to  sift 
all  the  disciples  (the  word  you  being  in  the  plural).  But 
the  Lord  tells  Peter,  in  verse  32,  "I  have  prayed  for  thee, 
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that  thy  faith  fail  not."  All  God's  people  must  learn  what 
the  flesh  is,  in  company  with  God,  like  Paul,  or  in  company 
with  the  Devil,  like  Peter.  In  agriculture,  the  corn  being 
thrashed,  the  chaff  is  removed  by  the  fan  or  winnowing 
machine.  The  chaff,  being  professors  of  religion  without 
Christ,  is  separated  from  the  wheat  at  the  harvest  of  the 
great  God ;  but  the  wheat  has  to  undergo  a  further  process 
ere  it  is  fit  for  use  ;  particles  of  earth  and  impurities  have 
to  be  removed  first.  This  is  done  through  the  operation 
of  the  sieve.  The  process  is  painful.  God  permits  Satan 
to  sift  us,  to  remove  frowardness,  self-confidence,  and 
boasting,  in  order  that  we  might  be  fit  for  His  use.  Peter's 
was  a  sad  case ;  he  knew  Jesus  as  His  Saviour,  but  he  did 
not  know  Peter.  "  Man,  know  thyself"  is  an  old  motto  of 
the  ancients ;  but,  alas  !  how  little  God's  children  know 
themselves  !  The  knowledge  of  God  and  the  knowledge 
of  self  must  run  on  parallel  lines.  The  more  we  know  of 
God,  the  less  we  shall  boast  of  anything  good  or  perfect  in 
ourselves.  Take  the  case  of  Paul.  In  the  year  A.D.  59  he 
wrote  to  the  Corinthians,  "  I  am  the  least  of  the  apostles." 
In  A.D.  64  he  wrote,  "I  am  less  than  the  least  of  all 
saints ";  and  in  A.D.  65,  at  the  close  of  his  most  eventful 
and  blessed  life,  "  I  am,"  not  I  was  in  my  unconverted 
days,  but  "  I  am  the  Chief  of  sinners."  So  the  more  Paul 
knew  of  God,  the  more  he  could  say,  "  In  me,  that  is  in 
my  flesh,  there  dwelleth  no  good  thing."  But  Peter,  self- 
confident  and  boasting,  asserted  that  he  was  ready  to  go  to 
prison  and  to  death  with  Christ.  Oh  !  how  lamentably  he 
failed ;  and  finally,  after  many  steps  of  departure  from 
Him,  he  cursed  and  swore  (words  redhot  from  Satan,  and 
spoken  from  the  mouth  of  a  child  of  God)  that  he  did  not 
know  Jesus.  Christ,  foreshadowing  His  High-priestly  inter- 
cession for  His  people,  and  foreseeing  His  poor  disciple's 
danger,  warns  him,  "  I  have  prayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith 
fail  not"]  not  that  he  was  not  to  fail,  but  that,  having 
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failed,  his  faith  might  not  give  way.  Here  was  the  Lord 
interceding  for  Peter  before  he  failed,  just  as  he  now  prays 
for  us,  knowing  the  constant  danger  to  which  we  are  ex- 
posed. Peter  did  not  mind  the  warning,  but  fell,  but  his 
faith  failed  not.  The  Lord  had  said,  "Peter,  the  cock 
shall  not  crow  this  day  before  thou  shall  thrice  deny  that  thou 
knowest  Me."  During  the  utterance  of  his  last  denial  the 
cock  crew.  The  Lord  heard  it.  Peter  heard  it.  The 
Lord,  in  the  midst  of  His  enemies  and  His  accusers, 
thought  upon  Peter.  He  turned  and  looked  upon  Peter. 
That  look  broke  his  heart.  There  was  no  reproach  in  that 
look ;  there  was  no  anger  in  that  look ;  it  was  a  look  of 
the  deepest,  tenderest  love.  Here  came  in  the  Advocacy 
of  Christ  to  restore  His  fallen,  sinful  child.  Peter  remem- 
bered the  word  which  the  Lord  had  said  unto  him,  and 
thus  the  backslider  was  restored  in  conscience  to  the  joy  of 
God's  salvation.  The  word  entered  his  conscience.  This 
is  the  application  of  the  water  to  his  feet  (John  xiii.  5), 
and  the  bitter  tears  showed  how  well  it  was  doing  its 
work. 

Thus  we  see  that  His  Priesthood  is  exercised  to  sustain 
us  in  our  path  of  faith  down  here,  and  prevent  us  giving 
way  to  sin,  amidst  all  the  weakness,  temptation,  and  oppo- 
sition we  have  to  encounter  in  our  way  through  this  world 
to  our  home  above,  giving  us  liberty  to  worship  God  accept- 
ably. His  Advocacy  is  exercised  for  us  when  we  have 
been  heedless,  careless,  out  of  communion,  or  sinning,  in 
order  to  restore  us  to  the  enjoyment  of  God's  presence  and 
fellowship.  I  may  just  say  Priesthood  is  chiefly  found  in 
Hebrews,  and  Advocacy  in  John's  Gospel  and  First  Epistle. 
How  blessed  to  know  that  the  Man  of  Calvary  is  the  Man 
in  the  Glory,  tender-hearted,  loving,  sympathizing,  occupied 
continuously  on  our  behalf,  and  this  till  He  has  us  with 
Himself,  and  like  Himself,  in  the  Father's  house  !  Then 
Priesthood  and  Advocacy  will  have  ceased,  for  our  condition 
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of  weakness  will  have  passed  away,  and  our  feet  will  no 
longer  require  washing  in  a  scene  where  no  defilement 
exists. 

In  the  third  chapter  of  Hebrews  we  are  asked  to  consider 
Jesus,  the  Apostle  and  High  Priest  of  our  profession.  As 
the  Apostle,  He  was  sent  (this  being  the  meaning  of  the 
word  Apostle)  from  God  to  man  to  make  known  to  us 
God's  love,  God's  purposes,  and  God's  counsels.  As  High 
Priest  He  goes  back  from  man  to  God  to  represent  us,  and 
exercise  the  ministry  our  condition  required — one  of  weak- 
ness and  infirmity,  and  liable  to  temptation;  a  condition 
needing  mercy,  our  infirmities  calling  forth  the  grace  of  His 
Priestly  intercession.  This  Priesthood  of  Christ  commenced 
only  when,  "  having  purged  our  sins,  He  sat  down  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high,"  having  completed  the 
work  of  redemption.  While  on  earth  He  was  disqualified 
from  being  a  High  Priest,  not  belonging  to  the  family  of 
Aaron,  but  qualified  Himself,  so  to  speak,  by  His  sufferings, 
temptations,  weaknesses ;  also  by  His  "  prayers  and  suppli- 
cations, with  strong  crying  and  tears,  to  Him  that  was  able 
to  save  Him  out  of  death"  (R.V.),  to  be  our  great  High 
Priest  in  Heaven.  There  He  exercises  the  functions  of  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood,  but  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek. 
The  Aaronic  Priesthood  is  one  of  intercession,  inside  the 
veil,  during  this  dispensation,  as  foreshown  in  Leviticus  xvi. 
By-and-by  He  will  come  forth  as  King  and  Priest,  "  when 
the  counsel  of  peace  shall  be  between  both  "  to  bless  Israel 
and  the  world.  (Zech.  vi.  13.) 

Let  us  look  now  at  the  ministry  of  Christ  as  High  Priest 
for  His  people.  In  Heb.  ii.  17,  18  we  read,  "Wherefore  in 
all  things  it  behoved  Him  to  be  made  like  unto  His  brethren, 
that  He  might  be  a  merciful  and  faithful  High  Priest  in 
things  pertaining  to  God,  to  make  propitiation  (R.V.)  for  the 
sins  of  His  people.  For  in  that  He  Himself  hath  suffered 
being  tempted,  He  is  able  to  succour  them  that  are  tempted." 
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Christ  is  both  the  Offering  and  the  Offerer,  His  character 
and  work  being  inseparable.  By  the  Holy  Spirit  "  He 
offered  Himself  without  spot  to  God."  God  accepted  the 
Offering,  and  thus  propitiation  was  rendered  to  God  for  the 
sins  of  His  people.  His  death  was  the  basis  of  His  priest- 
hood. 

(i)  Temptations.  Temptations  are  of  two  kinds,  good  or 
bad.  The  good  are  from  God,  the  bad  from  Satan  and  the 
flesh.  The  first  are  more  properly  trials  than  temptations, 
as  we  find  in  James  i.  2,  3,  "  My  brethren,  count  it  all  joy 
when  ye  fall  into  manifold  trials  (R.V.) ;  knowing  this,  that 
the  proof  of  your  faith  worketh  patience."  Here  we  are 
told  to  rejoice  in  trials  as  a  means  of  producing  patience. 
God  tried  Abraham,  that  is,  tested  his  faith.  In  i  Peter  i.  7 
we  read,  "  The  trial  of  your  faith  being  much  more  precious 
than  of  gold  that  perisheth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire, 
might  be  found  unto  praise  and  honour  and  glory  at  the 
appearing  of  Jesus  Christ."  A  gold  sovereign  in  much  use 
in  the  world,  and  handed  about  from  one  to  another,  in 
time  has  the  image  of  the  Queen  nearly  effaced  on  it ;  it  is 
withdrawn  from  circulation,  and  sent  into  the  Mint  to  be 
re-made.  It  is  put  into  the  crucible  and  melted  down. 
When  all  the  impurities  and  dross  are  removed  by  the  fire, 
and  the  image  of  the  refiner  is  clearly  seen  on  the  surface, 
then  the  gold  is  re-moulded,  and  comes  out  with  the  image 
of  the  Sovereign  deeply  imprinted  on  it.  So  Christians  in 
their  jostlings  with  the  world  often  lose  the  impress  of  their 
Sovereign  Lord;  then  He  is  obliged  to  put  them  into  the 
fire  that  the  dross  may  be  removed,  and  that  they  may  come 
forth  with  His  image  more  deeply  imprinted  upon  them 
than  ever — more  fit  for  His  use.  "  Blessed  is  the  man  that 
endureth  trials." 

The  Lord  taught  His  disciples  to  pray,  "  Lead  us  not 
into  temptation."  God  would  not  lead  His  people  into  sin, 
therefore  it  must  mean  trial  or  testing. 
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The  second  temptations,  as  such,  are  from  Satan.  In 
order  to  succour  His  tempted  saints  on  earth,  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Lord  to  endure  both  trials  and  temptations.  God 
permitted  Him  to  be  tested  by  Satan  during  those  fearful 
forty  days  and  forty  nights  in  the  wilderness. 

Have  you  ever,  beloved  friend,  tried  to  picture  to  yourself 
that  scene?  Apart  from  all  human  habitations,  apart  from 
all  shelter,  without  food,  without  drink,  surrounded  by  wild 
beasts,  alone  with  Satan  and  his  hosts  of  evil  spirits,  Christ 
endured  the  terrible  ordeal  and  came  forth  triumphant. 
Satan  "found  nothing"  in  Him.  There  was  no  evil  nature 
in  Him,  as  there  is  in  us,  to  act  upon.  The  Tempter  came 
to  Him  and  put  before  Him  the  threefold  temptation  with 
which  he  tempted  our  first  parents;  but  the  order  is  reversed 
in  Genesis  iii.,  where  it  is  the  lust  of  the  eyes,  the  lust  of  the 
flesh,  and  the  pride  of  life.  In  Matt.  iv.  he  tested  Christ  as 
the  perfectly  obedient  and  dependent  Man  on  earth  with, 
first,  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  pride  of  life,  and  the  lust  of 
the  eyes.  And  these  are  the  temptations  he  is  ever  putting 
before  the  children  of  God,  and  which  constitute  "the 
world"  of  i  John  ii.  In  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  when 
about  to  undergo  another  testing,  when  all  the  anticipated 
horrors  of  the  cross  were  brought  before  Him,  He  warned 
His  disciples,  "  Watch  and  pray,  lest  ye  enter  into  tempta- 
tion." Satan  puts  divers  temptations  before  the  saints 
of  God  to  cause  them  to  backslide,  and  to  bring  dishonour 
on  the  blessed  name  of  Jesus,  or  to  leave  the  path  of 
obedience  and  dependence  on  Him ;  and,  alas  !  how  often 
he  succeeds.  But  we  must  not  put  everything  down  to 
Satan  ;  the  flesh  is  in  us,  and  becomes  very  active  when  not 
kept  down  by  communion  with  the  Lord,  so  that  temptations 
are  presented  to  us  from  within  as  well  as  without.  "  Let 
no  man  say  when  he  is  tempted,  I  am  tempted  of  God  :  for 
God  cannot  be  tempted  with  evil,  neither  tempteth  He  any 
man  :  but  every  man  is  tempted,  when  he  is  drawn  away 
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with  his  own  lust,  and  enticed."  (James  i.  13,  14.)  Temp- 
tation yielded  to  is  sin,  whether  from  without  or  within. 
Our  blessed  High  Priest  having  been  tempted  in  all  points 
like  as  we  are,  apart  from  sin,  is  able  to  succour  us  when 
tempted,  in  order  that  we  might  be  acceptable  worshippers. 
Let  us  look  to  Him  then  continually,  that  we  may  be  kept. 

(2)  Infirmities.  Christ  enters  into  all  our  infirmities  and 
weaknesses ;  for  He  experienced  them  Himself,  and  conse- 
quently is  able  to  help  us  in  the  hour  of  need  by  the  grace 
of  His  Priestly  intercession.  Infirmities  are  not  sins,  for  He 
was  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities.  Jesus  could 
not  be  touched  with  feeling  of  our  sins,  nor  do  we  want 
sympathy  from  Him  for  them.  He  bore  the  wrath  of  God 
for  them  because  He  could  have  no  sympathy  with  them. 
Some  are  inclined  to  regard  as  mere  weakness  or  infirmity, 
and  look  for  the  Lord's  sympathy  in  it,  what  ought  to  be 
judged  as  sin ;  as,  for  instance,  bad  temper.  It  is  no 
infirmity.  It  is  sin.  What  are  the  infirmities  in  which  we 
have  His  sympathy  and  succour?  "They  are  the  weak- 
nesses that  naturally  and  of  necessity  attach  themselves  to 
a  human  condition  as  such,  whether  it  be  innocent  humanity, 
as  Adam's  before  the  fall ;  fallen  humanity,  as  ours;  or  holy 
humanity,  such  as  our  blessed  Lord's.  For  exampk,  the 
Lord  was  sleepy.  (Luke  viii.  23.)  The  Lord  was  thirsty. 
(John  iv.  7.)  He  was  weary.  (John  iv.  6.)  He  was  hungry. 
(Matt.  iv.  2.)  He  was  sorrowful  and  sad.  (John  xi.)  Infir- 
mities, we  repeat,  are  not  sin,  but  may  lead  to  it.  Hunger 
may  lead  to  theft.  Thirst  has  ruined  millions.  Weariness 
is  an  opportunity  for  Satan  to  tempt,  when  the  armour  is 
off.  Sleep  often  results  in  a  fall,  as  in  the  cases  of  Samson 
and  Peter,  and  persecution  may  lead  to  unfaithfulness  and 
denying  the  Lord. 

Dear  tried  and  tempted  one,  He  knows  thy  every  sorrow, 
trial,  persecution ;  He  knows  every  burden  of  thy  heart. 
He  has  drunk  deeply  of  the  cup  of  human  woe.  He  does 
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sympathize  and  succour,  He  will  minister  grace  and  strength, 
and  gives  the  promise — "  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee  : 
for  My  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness."  "Most 
gladly  therefore  will  I  glory  in  my  infirmities,  that  the  power 
of  Christ  may  rest  upon  me."  (2  Cor.  xii.  9.) 

(3)  Intercession.  (Heb.  vii.  25.)  "Wherefore  He  is  able 
also  to  save  them  for  evermore  that  come "  (that  is,  draw 
nigh — the  same  word  as  in  chap.  x.  22)  "to  God  by  Him, 
seeing  He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them."  In 
John  xvii.  we  get  the  pattern  of  what  this  intercession  is, 
always  going  on  in  our  behalf.  We  could  not  get  on  for  one 
moment  in  this  world  without  the  intercession  of  Jesus.  But 
for  it  our  faith  would  fail,  Satan  conquer,  and  we  go  back 
to  the  world  worse  than  ever. 

Intercession  is  twofold.  In  Romans  viii.  26  we  have  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  us,  helping  our  infirmities  in  our  approach  to 
God,  and  teaching  us  how  to  pray  and  what  to  pray  for — 
"  uttered  or  unexpressed " — as  well  as  how  to  praise,  to 
worship,  and  making  intercession  in  us. 

We  have  also,  in  verse  34,  Christ  interceding  for  us. 
Here  we  have  the  four  grand  pillars  of  the  Christian  security; 
viz.,  the  Death,  Resurrection,  Ascension,  and  Intercession 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Jesus  has  saved  us,  and  will  do 
so  every  day,  hour,  moment,  to  the  end,  even  for  evermore. 
He  is  able  to  bring  us  right  through  every  difficulty  and 
opposition,  and  we  can  count  on  Him.  He  is  not  engaged 
appeasing  God  on  our  behalf,  as  some  think ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  He  is  appointed  of  God  to  this  blessed  office  for 
sustainment  and  blessing.  The  same  human  heart  of  love 
that  met  our  deepest  need  upon  the  Cross  is  now  engaged 
about  our  need,  our  wants,  and  invites  us  to  come  boldly  to 
the  place  where  they  can  be  attended  to,  and  the  help 
ministered  according  to  His  riches  in  glory.  Thus  we 
obtain  mercy  and  find  grace  to  help  in  every  time  of  need. 
This  does  not  mean  special  times  of  temptation  or  opposition 
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or  trial,  but  every  moment.  We  are  weak,  we  are  helpless ; 
for  "  without  Him  we  can  do  nothing,"  we  are  needy,  and 

"  Weakness  needs  the  strong  One  near." 

He  is  ever  near  to  succour,  to  strengthen,  and  to  give  grace. 
May  we  ever  remember,  not  merely  our  place  of  nearness, 
but  that  He  is  ever  near — able  to  keep  us  from  falling,  or, 
better,  stumbling.  (R.V.)  As  in  olden  times  the  disciples 
launched  out  into  the  deep,  were  overtaken  with  a  storm, 
and  toiled  on,  rowing  against  wind  and  waves,  Jesus  being 
on  the  mountain-top  looking  down  at  them,  and  then 
coming  to  succour  them ;  so  the  poor  saints  are  now  tossed 
about  on  the  sea  of  temptations  and  opposition,  but  Jesus 
from  His  throne  on  high  has  His  eye  on  them,  and  sends 
the  needed  mercy  and  grace  to  help.  Well  may  we  hold 
fast  the  confession  of  our  faith  and  hope.  Not  only  is  He 
bearing  us  on  His  heart  continually,  and  upholding  us  with 
His  mighty  power,  but  according  to  our  necessities  and 
infirmities  cares  for  us  in  deepest,  tenderest  love  and 
sympathy,  and  ever  lives  to  make  intercession  for  us,  in 
answer  to  which  we  are  kept. 

"  Hallelujah  !  what  a  Saviour  !" 

(4)  Worship.  He  not  merely  leads  the  priestly  worship 
of  His  saints  (Heb.  ii.  12),  but  He  presents  their  sacrifices 
to  God  whether  it  be  their  bodies,  their  praises,  or  their 
acts  of  benevolence.  The  believer,  in  Hebrews  xiii.,  is 
represented,  as  well  as  in  Deuteronomy  xxvi.,  as  holding  the 
basket  of  first-fruits  in  one  hand— presenting  it  to  our  Great 
High  Priest,  and  with  the  other  engaged  in  distributing  to 
the  saints  of  their  substance. 

He  is  the  glorious  medium  through  which  our  worship 
and  praise  goes  up  to  God,  with  the  perfumed  fragrance 
and  sweetness  of  His  own  merit.  The  Spirit  indites  our 
praise,  but  it  gets  mixed  up  with  the  flesh.  This  our  High 
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Priest  puts  away,  and  presents  only  what  is  of  the  Spirit. 
This  is  the  reason  of  leaven  permitted  in  the  peace-offerings. 
(Lev.  viii.  12,  13.)  What  a  relief  to  know  this,  that  His 
eyes  are  able  to  discern  what  is  of  the  flesh  and  what  is  of 
the  Spirit ;  and  He  offers  up  only  such  as  would  be  accept- 
able to  God  !  Thus  we  see  that  Priesthood  is  an  institution 
necessary  to  maintain  God's  people  in  relationship  with 
Himself  and  give  them  constant  access. 


///.  ADVOCACY. 

As  we  said  before,  the  advocacy  of  Christ  is  called 
into  existence  by  the  sins  of  God's  people.  How  strange 
it  should  be  so  !  When  Christ  died  all  our  sins — past, 
present,  and  future — were  all  atoned  for.  We  believed  on 
Him — all  our  past  sins  were  forgiven.  "  I  write  unto  you, 
little  children"  (the  whole  family  of  God),  "because  your 
sins  are  forgiven  you  for  His  name's  sake."  (i  John  ii.  12.) 
"  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son  cleanseth  us  from  all 
sin."  So  that  we  have  no  longer  sin  on  us  as  a  condemning 
power,  though  we  have  sin  in  us  as  an  attendant  evil.  "  If 
we  "  (who  are  cleansed  from  all  sin)  "  say  we  have  no  sin  " 
(in  us),  "we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us." 
It  is  with  this  sin  in  us  that  we  are  now  about  to  deal. 
When  we  believed  as  sinners,  our  relationship  to  God  was 
changed.  We  are  no  longer  rebels,  enemies,  unsaved 
sinners,  but  sons  and  daughters.  God  can  no  more  tolerate 
sin  in  His  children  than  He  can  in  the  unconverted;  in 
fact,  He  hates  it  more.  We  must  remember  that  though, 
as  to  our  standing,  we  are  not  in  the  flesh,  but  in  the  Spirit, 
yet,  as  to  the  actual  fact  of  our  condition,  we  are  in  the 
body.  We  are  actually  living  in  a  scene  where  we  are 
subject  to  fail,  backslide,  and  sin,  though  children  of  God. 
I  do  not  for  a  moment  say  we  have  any  right  to  do  any  of 
these,  and  it  is  to  the  shame  of  any  children  of  God  if  they 
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do,  for  we  are  now  not  obliged  to  do  wrong,  but  enabled  to 
do  right.  God  has  made  perfect  provision  in  order  that  we 
may  be  "more  than  conquerors  through  Him  that  loveth 
us."  For  this  He  hath  given  us  two  Advocates — one,  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  act  in  us;  the  other,  Christ,  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  Father,  to  act  for  us.  The  first  that  we  may 
not  sin ;  the  other,  if  we  do,  to  restore  us. 

The  word  Advocate  (paracletes)  is  used  in  John  xiv., 
when  the  Lord  promised  His  people  another  Comforter  or 
Advocate,  as  well  as  in  i  John  ii.  i.  Advocate  hardly 
conveys  to  us  the  full  and  true  meaning  of  the  word.  It 
really  means  one  who  is  called  to  assist  or  help  another ; 
one  who  transacts  our  affairs,  looks  after  our  interests  ;  in 
fact,  an  agent.  Bearing  this  meaning  in  view,  we  may  look 
upon  our  first  Advocate  or  Comforter,  the  Lord  Jesus,  as 
gone  back  to  heaven  to  manage  our  affairs,  and  look  after 
our  interests  with  the  Father ;  and  He  has  sent  down  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  indwell  and  look  after  His  interests  in  us. 
We  are  gainers  by  the  Lord's  returning  to  the  Father.  We 
have  now  two  Advocates  instead  of  one.  The  Holy  Ghost 
dwells  in  the  believer  as  our  power  over  the  indwelling  evil, 
which  is  born  of  the  flesh,  and  is  flesh,  so  that  it  may  be 
kept  under  and  brought  into  subjection,  and  be  as  though 
it  did  not  exist,  and  nothing  but  Christ  be  seen  in  the 
believer's  life.  It  cannot  be  eradicated  or  exterminated. 
It  can  be  kept  down,  and  continuous  victory  be  gotten  over 
it.  For  this  two  things  are  needful ;  first,  the  power  of  an 
ungrieved  Holy  Spirit  in  us,  and,  second,  communion  with, 
or  abiding  in,  the  Lord.  In  that  much-misunderstood 
portion  of  the  Word,  i  John  iii.  4-10,  we  have  God  con- 
sidering the  two  families  of  the  human  race;  first,  those 
who  do  practise  or  habitually  commit  sin  as  children  of  the 
devil;  and,  second,  His  own  children,  who  do  not  make 
sin  a  practice.  Is  a  man  born  of  God  ?  He  does  not  do 
or  practise  sin.  Is  the  course  of  his  life  righteousness  and 
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love  ?  He  is  born  of  God.  Does  he  abide  in  Christ  ?  He 
sinneth  not.  He  gets  the  victory  over  it,  and  it  is  annulled. 
"  My  little  children  "—whole  family  of  God — "  these  things 
write  I  unto  you,  that  ye  sin  not"  (i  John  ii.  i) ;  that  is,  do 
not  let  this  sin  in  you  break  out.  Remember  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  in  you  as  your  power  over  it.  If  He  is  grieved, 
the  power  is  gone,  the  pressure  is  removed,  consequently 
the  child  of  God  sins  in  some  way  or  another.  We  have 
the  Spirit  in  us  that  we  may  not  fall ;  but,  blessed  be  God, 
we  have  Christ  our  Advocate,  when  we  do  fall,  to  pick  us 
up  and  put  us  on  our  feet  again,  and  on  our  confession  be 
restored  to  communion,  which  was  broken,  once  more.  To 
say  "  I  cannot  help  sinning "  is  to  deny  the  foundation  of 
Christianity.  To  say  "  I  cannot  sin "  is  a  deceit  and  a 
delusion,  ending  in  a  fall.  To  say  "  I  have  not  sinned  "  is 
to  make  God  a  liar,  and  show  our  ignorance  of  what  sin  is. 
To  say  "I  need  not  sin"  is  to  state  a  blessed  Christian 
privilege.  Now  mark  the  next  clause :  "  If  any  man  [a 
child  of  God]  sin."  In  case  you  are  tripped  up  through 
carelessness  or  unwatchfulness,  what  then  ?  You  become  a 
child  of  the  devil,  and  there  is  no  hope  for  you  unless 
you  are  converted  over  again.  No;  blessed  be  God. 
But  if  we  sin,  "  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,"  the 
full  value  of  whose  blood  is  ever  before  God,  and,  on  the 
ground  of  it,  He  acts  for  and  with  us,  when  sin  has  come 
in.  The  result  of  His  action  is  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
awakens  our  conscience,  producing  in  our  souls  the  sense 
of  failure,  and  leading  us  into  self-judgment,  and  true 
confession  of  the  sin.  I  say  true  confession  because  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  confession  that  is  not  genuine,  not  from  the 
heart,  merely  lip  service.  It  is  not  lightly  and  flippantly 
saying  we  have  sinned,  and  then  returning  to  our  sins  again. 
This  is  Satan's  way  of  deceiving  and  hardening  the  heart. 
True  confession  conies  from  a  contrite,  broken  heart.  We 
may  depend  on  it  that  when  a  true-hearted  child  of  God  is 
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betrayed  into  sin,  the  Holy  Spirit  will  produce  in  him  such 
a  sense  of  it,  that  it  will  lead  him  into  such  an  intense  self- 
loathing,  such  an  abhorrence  of  the  evil,  such  a  thorough 
self-judgment  in  the  presence  of  God  as  that  he  cannot 
lightly  go  and  commit  this  sin  again.  In  Proverbs  xxviii.  13 
we  read,  "  He  that  covereth  his  sins  shall  not  prosper :  but 
whoso  confcsseth  and  forsaketh  them  shall  have  mercy." 

Again,  in  i  John  i.  9 :  "  If  we  confess  our  sins,  He  is 
faithful  and  just" — on  the  ground  of  blood — "to  forgive  us 
our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness"  Here 
we  have  the  precious  fruit  of  the  double  advocacy.  If  a 
child  of  God  sin,  the  blessed  Paraclete  on  high  inter- 
cedes with  the  Father — pleads  the  full  merits  of  His 
atoning  work— prays  for  the  erring  one  on  the  ground  of 
having  borne  the  judgment  of  that  very  sin.  Then  the 
other  Paraclete  acts  on  the  conscience,  produces  contrition 
and  confession,  and  brings  the  soul  back  into  the  light  in 
the  sweet  sense  that  the  sin  is  forgiven,  the  unrighteousness 
cleansed,  and  the  communion  perfectly  restored. 

Before  there  can  be  real  self-judgment  and  confession 
the  Advocate  on  high  must  first  act. 

A  child  under  fear  of  punishment  may  go  to  his  father 
and  ask  forgiveness,  where  there  was  no  real  heart  work  or 
contrition.  If  you  had  a  child  who  did  some  grievous 
wrong,  or  disobeyed  you,  and  that  child  came  to  you  with 
broken  heart  and  contrite  spirit,  and  confessed  to  you  his 
sin,  how  would  you  act  ?  Would  you  repel  him,  and  say, 
"I  disown  you,  and  turn  you  from  my  door"?  or,  coldly, 
"Yes,  I  forgive  you  this  time,  but  see  you  don't  do  it 
again."  I  think  not.  The  tale  of  sorrow,  the  flood  of 
tears,  the  broken  heart,  would  draw  deepest  love  from  your 
heart.  You  would  throw  your  arms  round  him  and  say, 
"  My  darling  child,  I  forgive  you  heartily."  And  if  we  act 
so  to  our  children,  how  much  more  our  loving  Heavenly 
Father,  when  we  have  grieved  His  loving  heart  and  sinned. 
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And  when  we  come  to  Him  humbled  and  conscience- 
stricken,  from  our  hearts  confessing  all,  will  He  not 
lovingly,  ungrudgingly  forgive,  and  cleanse,  and  restore  us  ? 
Then  the  clouds  are  broken,  and  once  more  the  sun  of  our 
Father's  countenance  beams  into  our  souls  in  all  its 
warmth  and  brightness.  And  the  lesson — bitter  as  it  has 
been — will  not  be  forgotten  or  barren  of  result;  for  the 
Lord,  in  His  wisdom  and  love,  makes  our  very  failures 
contribute  to  our  blessing.  We  learn  to  be  humble  and 
dependent  and  to  walk  softly,  having  proved  the  deceitful 
character  of  our  own  hearts,  and  thus  be  useful  to  others. 
Let  us  not  then  trifle  any  more  with  things  that  would  lead 
us  away  from  God,  and  out  of  communion  with  Him,  lest 
we  bring  dishonour  on  His  blessed  name  and  damage  to 
His  glorious  cause. 


THE  COMING  OF  THE   LORD 


FOR   AND  WITH   HIS   SAINTS. 


ELOVED,  —  There  are  three  epiphanies  or 
appearings  of  our  blessed  Lord  in  Hebrews 
ix.  24-28.  He  has  once  appeared  to  put  away 
sin — to  remove  the  awful  barrier  between  God 
and  man.  His  primary  object  in  coming  into  this  world 
was  not  to  save  sinners,  but  to  glorify  God  in  the  putting 
away  of  sin ;  and  on  that  ground  to  stretch  out  His  hand 
to  the  sinner,  and  beseech  him  to  be  reconciled  to  God. 
He  did  more.  He  came  to  bear  the  sins  of  His  people. 
We  should  never  forget  the  double  aspect  of  the  death  of 
Christ. 

First.  God  ward,  "to  put  away  sin." 

Second.  Manward,  "  to  bear  the  sins  of  many." 

Having  finished  the  work  God  gave  Him  to  do,  He  went 
back  to  heaven,  there  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for 
us  as  our  glorious  High  Priest  and  Advocate;  but  more 
than  this — our  Representative.  He  was  our  substitute  on 
Calvary ;  He  is  our  representative  now  in  heaven.  Having 
satisfied  on  the  cross  all  the  claims  of  a  righteous  God,  He 
goes  back  to  heaven  on  all  the  principles  of  divine  righteous- 
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ness  for  His  people;  and  in  Him  we  are  accepted,  complete; 
and  to  Him  we  are  united  as  members  of  His  body  by  the 
baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  so  that  we  can  say,  with 
Martin  Luther,  "  As  Christ  is  before  God,  so  am  I."  As 
soon  as  all  the  members  of  that  one  body  are  gathered  out 
of  the  world,  and  gathered  into  Christ  (for  this  is  ttye 
object  of  the  gospel  of  His  grace,  and  not  the  conversion 
of  the  world),  He  will  come  again,  that  Head  and  members 
may  be  visibly  one,  and  form  the  one  new  and  perfect  man, 
and  be  associated  with  Him  in  all  those  scenes  of  coming 
judgment  and  glory.  Thus  we  get  two  distinct  aspects  of 
the  Lord's  coming — i,for  His  church  to  the  air;  2,  with 
His  church  to  the  earth  in  judgment.  Let  us  use  an 
illustration.  Suppose  Scotland  rose  in  rebellion  against  our 
Queen  and  Government.  Her  Majesty  sends  messages  of 
peace  and  goodwill  again  and  again.  They  are  treated 
only  with  contempt  and  scorn.  She  exhausts  every  means 
in  her  power  to  win  back  her  rebellious  subjects  to  their 
allegiance ;  all  to  no  purpose.  At  last  she  adopts  her  final 
resource,  and  leads  an  army  against  the  rebels.  She  sends 
word  to  all  her  loyal  subjects  in  Scotland  to  meet  her  at 
York,  and,  associated  with  her,  to  go  back  and  take 
vengeance  on  her  foes.  This  world  is  in  rebellion  against 
its  rightful  Sovereign,  and  owns  a  usurper — Satan.  He  has 
sent,  and  is  still  in  long-suffering  sending,  messages  of 
peace,  beseeching  rebels  to  lay  down  their  arms  of  rebellion, 
and  own  Jesus  as  their  Lord  and  Master.  With  what  scorn 
and  contempt  these  messages  have  been  received  by  the 
many  !  Long-suffering  waits,  but  will  not  endure  for  ever. 
He  instructs  His  servants  to  warn  the  rebels  of  a  righteous 
retribution  near  at  hand.  He  tells  His  loyal  subjects  He 
will  soon  come  again,  and  that  they  are  to  meet  Him  in  the 
air,  and  return  with  Him  to  "  take  vengeance  on  those  that 
know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gospel  of  the  Lord 
Jesus." 
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I.  Let  us,  beloved,  refer  to  a  few  of  the  many  passages 
of  the  Word  that  unfold  to  us  these  precious  and  solemn 
truths.  The  promise  (John  xiv.  1-3) — how  cheering,  how 
comforting — "I  will  come  again!"  He  does  not  say,  "I 
will  send  for  you,"  or.  "You  will  come  to  Me  when  you 
die;"  but— how  definite—"  I  will  come  again  !"  "That," 
says  someone,  "means  He  will  come  at  death,  and  take 
them  home  safe."  Never  once  in  Scripture  is  Jesus  said  to 
come  personally  to  His  saints  in  death.  If  the  Lord  meant 
it  He  would  have  said  so.  He  surely  did  not  say  one 
thing  and  mean  another.  The  Word  is  very  definite  about 
the  saints  falling  asleep  in  Jesus,  and  His  coming  again  for 
them.  See  the  case  of  Lazarus.  He  was  carried  by 
angels ;  also  of  the  thief  on  the  cross,  when  Jesus  did  not 
say,  "I  will  wait  for  you,  and  take  you  to  Paradise;"  but, 
"To-day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  Paradise."  Again, 
Stephen  looked  up,  and  saw  Jesus  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  and  cried,  "  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit."  Nei>er 
is  death  put  before  the  child  of  God  as  a  hope ;  but  the 
second  coming  of  Christ  always. 

Look  at  Acts  i.  10,  n.  This  is  to  my  mind  the  most 
forcible  and  unanswerable  Scripture  on  this  subject.  The 
blessed  Lord  was  about  to  leave  this  earth  and  His  dear 
disciples ;  and  bringing  them  to  His  favourite  resort,  the 
mount  of  Olives,  He  gave  them  His  parting  commands, 
and  was  taken  up  from  them  into  heaven.  Two  men, 
perhaps  the  same  that  were  witnesses  of  His  resurrection, 
stood  by  them,  and  said :  "Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why  stand 
ye  gazing  up  into  heaven?  This  same  Jesus"  (mark  well 
the  words)  "  which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall 
so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  Him  go  into  heaven." 
How  did  He  go  ?  Who  witnessed  His  ascent  ?  He  went, 
literally,  personally,  visibly,  the  very  same  person  who  had 
just  been  talking  to  them,  whom  they  had  handled,  eaten 
with,  looked  on  after  His  resurrection.  Well,  then,  "  He 
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shall  so  come  in  like  manner."  Who  saw  Him?  Did  the 
world?  Never  did  an  unconverted  sinner  lay  eyes  on 
Jesus  after  the  great  stone  was  rolled  on  His  tomb.  The 
last  look  the  world  got  of  Jesus  was  when  He  lay  on  the 
cross  a  bleeding,  mangled,  crucified  man.  The  next  look 
the  world  will  have  of  Him,  when  "every  eye  shall  see 
Him,"  will  be  when  He  comes  forth  as  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords,  to  tread  the  rebels  beneath  His  feet  Those 
only  whom  He  loved  saw  Him  go.  His  loved  ones  only 
shall  see  Him  when  He  comes  again  to  the  air. 

In  this  precious  testimony,  sent  home  to  their  wondering 
and  sorrowful  hearts,  what  a  blessed  reiteration  of  His 
promise,  "  I  will  come  again  ! "  "  This  same  Jesus  shall 
come."  "  This  same  Jesus."  No  stranger ;  oh,  no  ;  but 
the  same  loving,  sympathizing,  gracious  friend,  who  was 
taken  from  them,  shall  so  come,  unseen  by  the  world,  as 
they  had  seen  Him  go. 

Why  comes  He  again  ?  In  John  xi.  the  Lord  reveals  a 
blessed  truth  to  Martha,  which  she  failed  to  see,  like  so 
many  in  the  present  day,  namely,  the  resurrection  from 
among  the  dead,  and  the  change  of  the  living,  when  He 
comes  as  the  resurrection  and  the  life.  The  resurrection  of 
the  dead  was  an  article  of  the  Jewish  faith,  as  recorded 
in  Hebrews  vi.  2  ;  but  the  resurrection  from  among  the 
dead  was  first  made  known  to  His  disciples  in  Mark  ix.  9, 
10,  where  they  express  their  astonishment  at  the  new 
doctrine,  and  questioned  what  Christ  rising  from  among  the 
dead  meant.  Then  to  Martha  He  says  :  "  I  am  the  resur- 
rection, and  the  life  :  he  that  believeth  in  Me,  though  he 
were  dead  "  (fallen  asleep),  "  yet  shall  he  live  :  and  whoso- 
ever liveth  and  believeth  in  Me  shall  never  die  " ;  that  is, 
whosoever  is  alive  and  a  believer,  when  I  come  as  the 
resurrection  and  the  life,  shall  never  pass  through  death. 
These  two  truths  are  referred  to  by  Paul  in  i  Cor.  xv. 
In  verse  23  we  read,  "But  ei'ery  man  in  his  oiun  order: 
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Christ  the  first-fruits ;  afterward  they  that  are  Christ's  at 
His  coming."  Again,  in  verse  51,  "Behold,  I  shew  you  a 
mystery ;  We  shall  not  all  sleep,  but  we  shall  all  be  changed, 
in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump : 
for  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  and'  the  dead  shall  be  raised 
incorruptible,  and  we  shall  be  changed" 

Martha  had  no  higher,  no  other  thought,  than  that  of 
a  general  resurrection  of  good  and  bad  at  the  last  day. 
None  other  had  been  revealed.  But,  beloved,  are  you  not 
surprised  at  Christians  in  these  days  of  light  and  truth, 
with  the  precious  word  of  God  in  their  hands,  still  adhering 
to  that  old  Jewish  doctrine  of  a  general  resurrection  ?  In 
these  Scriptures,  then,  we  have  the  great  object  brought 
before  us  of  the  Lord's  so  coming  in  like  manner  as  He 
went,  to  raise  the  sleeping  saints,  and  to  change  the  living 
ones. 

Look  at  the  words  in  Phil.  iii.  20,  21:  "For  our 
conversation  is  in  heaven,"  &c.  Our  "  conversation,"  that 
is,  our  "citizenship."  A  most  important  word  this.  It 
means  that  this  is  our  heavenly  calling;  that  we  are 
citizens  of  heaven.  We  were  once  citizens  of  this  world, 
but  God  has  given  us  a  heavenly  citizenship.  That  is  the 
true  meaning  of  srcA/rev/ia,  which  our  translators  have 
rendered  "  conversation."  Our  head  is  in  heaven ;  our 
expectations  are  in  heaven;  our  hopes,  our  peace,  our  glory, 
all  are  in  heaven ;  everything  we  have,  or  hope  to  have, 
is  in  heaven.  We  have  nothing  here  but  the  little  tent 
which  we  nightly  pitch  as  each  day  brings  us  nearer  home. 
"  Our  citizenship  is  in  heaven ;  from  whence  also  we  look 
for  the  Saviour."  You  see  it  is  not  said  that  we  are  to 
be  looking  for  death.  Eighteen  hundred  years  ago  people 
looked  for  something  brighter  than  death.  Paul  did  not 
look  for  death,  but  for  "the  glorious  appearing."  Time 
made  no  difference  to  him.  There  might  have  been 
thousands  of  years  before  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  The 
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apostle  was  looking  for  the  Lord's  coming;  that  was  his 
hope ;  he  did  not  hope  for  death.  We  are  to  "  look  for  the 
Saviour,"  he  says,  "the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Again  in  i  Thessalonians  i.  When  Paul  first  went  to 
Thessalonica  he  found  the  Thessalonians  in  a  state  of 
idolatry,  bowing  down  to  the  work  of  their  own  hands — 
stocks  and  stones.  He  was  with  them  only  three  weeks,  as 
we  learn  from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  He  had  not, 
therefore,  much  time  at  his  disposal  for  the  building  up  of 
the  souls  of  those  who  were  converted.  He  preached  the 
word  to  them,  and  instructed  them  in  the  blessed  truths  of 
Christ.  He  had  but  three  weeks  to  teach  everything ;  but 
you  will  find  that  he  did  tell  them  something  about  the 
Lord's  coming.  He  told  them  to  wait  for  it.  It  only  was 
to  be  their  hope.  He  did  not  tell  them  to  look  for  death, 
but  "  to  wait  for  the  Son  from  heaven."  And  when  death 
did  come  to  these  Thessalonians,  how  dismayed  must  they 
have  been !  We  find  from  the  9th  verse  that  "  they  had 
turned  from  idols  to  serve  the  living  and  true  God,  and  to 
wait" — What  for?— death?  No!  "to  wait  for  His  Son 
from  heaven."  That  was  the  grand  hope  he  set  before  their 
minds — the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  He  told  them  to 
wait  for  the  coming,  and  yet  some  fell  asleep  without  seeing 
the  coming  of  the  Lord.  Paul  did  not  tell  them  that 
perhaps  some  would  fall  asleep  without  seeing  the  coming  of 
the  Lord.  When,  therefore,  the  Thessalonians  saw  their 
brethren  fall  asleep  one  after  another  they  grew  disturbed, 
because  they  thought  these  sleeping  saints  would  be  left  in 
their  graves  till  the  general  resurrection  at  the  last  day,  and 
not  be  in  the  glory  with  them.  It  was  to  meet  this  troubled, 
agitated  state  of  mind  that  Paul  wrote  that  precious  fourth 
chapter  of  his  first  epistle.  He  says,  in  the  i3th  verse,  "I 
would  not.  have  you  to  be  ignorant,  brethren,  concerning 
them  which  are  asleep,"  &c.  You  see  these  Thessalonians 
could  not  understand  the  matter,  and  so  Paul  told  them 
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that  their  departed  friends  had  simply  fallen  asleep.  Asleep 
in  Jesus  !  What  a  precious  word  that  is.  Asleep  !  like  a 
little  child  in  its  mother's  arms.  Of  all  emblems  of  death 
none  is  more  beautiful.  Sleep  has  all  the  semblance  of 
death,  but  it  is  not  death.  You  see  a  little  child  sleeping  in 
its  cradle,  and  it  is  so  still,  scarcely  breathing,  and  you 
almost  think  it  is  dead.  You  have  seen  a  wearied  person 
sleep,  and  you  have  thought  the  same.  It  is  not  death, 
only  sleep.  Think  of  this  in  connection  with  the  departure 
of  the  believer ;  he  does  not  die ;  he  simply  falls  asleep. 
What  a  comfort  that  is !  When  the  saint  lies  down  to  die, 
it  is  as  if  he  were  pillowing  his  head  on  the  bosom  of  Jesus 
and  going  to  sleep  there.  Paul  tells  these  Thessalonians 
that  it  is  all  well  with  their  departed  brethren ;  that  they 
also  who  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  WITH  Him.  He 
says  this  by  a  word  of  direct  revelation  from  the  Lord.  But 
observe,  before  Jesus  can  bring  them  with  Him,  they  must 
first  have  been  caught  up  to  Him.  "  We  which  are  alive 
shall  not  prevent  them  which  are  asleep";  that  is,  we  shall 
not  get  the  start  of  them ;  "  we  shall  not  be  in  glory  and  they 
left  behind";  we  shall  not  "come  before"  them;  that  is 
the  meaning  of  "  prevent,"  from  Latin  "prevenire"  The 
sleeping  saints  will  not  lie  in  the  dust  until  the  end  of  the 
world,  until  what  is  called  the  "general  resurrection."  Oh, 
no  !  "  The  Lord  Himself  shall  descend  from  heaven  with 
a  shout."  "The  Lord  Himself;  "This  same  Jesus  shall 
so  come  as  ye  have  seen  Him  go."  "The  Lord  Himself 
shall  descend  with  a  shout" — the  shout  of  triumph  and 
victory ;  for  He  will  then  have  triumphed  over  death.  It 
is  then  that  we  shall  shout  the  triumphant  word,  "O  death, 
where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?  "  for  we 
shall  share  in  His  joy.  "The  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise 
first:"  and  we  which  are  "alive  and  remain" — what  shall 
become  of  us  ?  We  shall  be  "  changed" 

We  have  dear  ones  lying  in  their  silent  graves,  but  they 
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are  all  waiting  for  the  glorious  change  at  the  coming  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  The  mighty  sea  shall  give  up  its  sainted  dead, 
not  one  shall  be  kept  back.  We  who  are  alive  shall  be 
changed  and  made  like  unto  His  body  of  glory,  and  then 
"  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet 
the  Lord  in  the  air."  Ah  !  it  is  only  to  the  air  that  Jesus 
comes,  not  to  the  earth.  He  will  come  to  the  earth  with  His 
saints,  but  now  only  to  the  air  for  His  saints. 

Again,  in  2  Tim.  iv.  6-8,  we  find  Paul  saying,  "  I  am 
ready  to  be  offered,"  &c.  Here  was  Paul  quietly  seated  in 
the  Roman  prison  staring  death  in  the  face,  but  he  has  no 
terrors  for  Paul.  He  knew  that  he  had  no  mercy  to 
expect  from  Nero.  His  death-warrant  was  signed,  but, 
writing  to  his  "  son  Timothy,"  he  says,  "  I  am  ready  to  be 
offered",  and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept 
the  faith :  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown 
of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge, 
shall  give  me  at  that  day  :  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all 
them  also  that  love  His  appearing."  He  loved  the  appear- 
ing of  the  Lord,  though  he  knew  that  in  two  or  three  days' 
time  he  would  be  led  forth  to  be  executed.  He  thinks 
very  little  about  this,  however ;  for  it  was  the  Lord's 
appearing  that  he  thought  more  about.  Also,  in  Titus 
ii.  13,  do  we  find  the  apostle  presenting  death  as  a  hope? 
No;  he  speaks  of  that  "blessed  hope,  and  the  glorious 
appearing  of  the  great  God,"  &c.  This  was  the  blessed 
hope  of  Paul.  In  John,  too,  we  have  the  blessed  hope 
spoken  of,  not  referring  so  much  to  the  coming  of  the  Lord 
as  being  like  Him  :  "  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of 
God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be :  but  we 
know  that,  when  He  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  Him." 
(i  John  iii.  2.)  John's  hope  is  that  of  being  with  and  like 
Christ.  There  is  the  blessed  hope  that  Jesus  is  coming ; 
but  there  is  another  aspect  of  it — that  we  shall  be  like  Him. 
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John,  you  see,  did  not  hope  for  death.  His  hope  is 
the  hope  of  salvation  spoken  of  by  the  apostles  :  "  Now  is 
your  salvation  nearer "  ;  "  We  are  saved  by  hope " — the 
hope  that  these  bodies  shall  be  changed  and  fashioned  like 
the  glorious  body  of  Christ.  Some  people,  when  they  talk 
about  hope  of  salvation  do  not  known  what  they  mean.  It 
is  the  salvation  of  our  bodies,  not  our  souls,  that  we  are  to 
hope  for.  Now,  we  are  saved  or  not  saved.  We  cannot 
hope  that  we  are  saved.  I  do  not  hope  for  a  thing  I  possess 
— I  have  it.  So  with  salvation.  You  have  it  or  you  have  it 
not.  But  there  is  a  blessed  salvation  yet  to  come,  and  we 
hope  for  if— a.  hope  which  God  puts  before  us,  that  we 
shall  be  raised  above  the  body's  humiliation  and  corruption, 
and  be  made  like  Jesus. 

II.  I  would  now  briefly  put  before  you,  beloved,  the 
other  aspect  of  this  truth — the  coming  of  the  Lord  with 
His  saints.  This  dispensation  is  one  of  long-suffering  and 
grace.  God,  by  His  Spirit,  through  His  word,  is  gathering 
out  the  members  of  Christ's  body ;  when  that  is  completed, 
then  Jesus  comes.  Long-suffering  waits  while  the  testi- 
mony is  being  given,  but  judgment  always  follows.  As  it 
was  in  the  days  of  Noah  and  Lot,  so  shall  it  be  in  the  day 
of  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man.  As  soon  as  the  Church 
is  .caught  away  from  this  scene,  judgment  descends  on 
Christendom  for  rejecting  the  testimony  of  God's  grace, 
ending  in  the  second  coming  or  manifestation  to  this  earth 
in  judgment,  as  in  2  Thess.  i.  and  Rev.  xix.  A  new 
testimony  will  be  given,  even  the  "  gospel  of  the  kingdom 
which  is  to  be  preached  in  all  the  world  (oiKovfj.evy) 
for  a  witness  unto  all  nations;  and  then  shall  the  end 
come."  (Matt.  xxiv.  14.)  What  end?  The  sessional  judg- 
ment of  the  Son  of  man,  for  the  rejection  of  the  testimony 
of  the  kingdom  by  those  He  calls  the  goats  (Matt.  xxv. 
31,  32),  and  for  receiving  into  the  kingdom  blessing  those 
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who  believed  it.  The  testimonies  are  distinct ;  so  are  the 
judgments.  For  those  who  in  these  days  of  His  grace 
receive  not  the  gospel,  neglect  salvation,  and  reject  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  there  will  be  no  salvation,  no  pity,  no 
mercy.  Once  the  Church  is  taken  away,  the  Master  of 
the  house  will  rise  up  and  shut  to  the  door,  then  "  too  late, 
too  late  !"  shall  be  the  cry.  Oh,  what  agony,  what  despair  ! 
What  an  awful  discovery — Christ  has  come,  the  saints  are 
gone,  loved  ones  taken !  Wives  taken,  husbands  left 
behind ;  husbands  taken,  wives  left  behind  :  parents  taken, 
children  left  behind;  children  taken,  and  parents  left 
behind,  and  so  on.  Fearful  truth  !  dreadful  reality  !  Left 
behind  for  what?  The  wrath  of  the  Lamb.  In  Jude  14 
we  have  Enoch's  prophecy  of  this  event :  "  Behold,  the 
Lord  cometh  with"  (mark  with,  not  for)  "ten  thousands  of 
His  saints  (lit.  holy  myriads),  "to  execute  judgment,"  &c. 
How  solemn  !  In  2  Thess  i.  7  :  "The  Lord  Jesus  shall  be 
revealed  from  heaven  with  His  mighty  angels,  in  flaming 
fire  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that 
obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  Vengeance 
on  whom?  Those  that  know  not  God— no  matter  how 
much  they  profess  to  know  Him — and  that  obey  not  the 
gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ — not  the  gospel  of  the 
kingdom,  but  the  gospel  preached  now.  "  Obey  not." 
"  God  commandeth  all  men  everywhere  to  repent'1  Sinners 
are  responsible  to  obey.  To  disobey  is  to  be  lost.  They 
are  called  "children  of  disobedience  " — "children  of  wrath." 
On  such  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  will  fall.  Men  who  never 
prayed  before  will  pray,  and  what  a  prayer-meeting  they 
will  have.  (Read  Rev.  vi.  15-17.)  Will  they  call  to  God 
for  deliverance  ?  Oh,  no  !  They  will  pray  to  the  mountains 
and  rocks  to  fall  on  them  and  hide  them  "  from  the  face  of 
Him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the 
Lamb,"  It  must  be  either  "  the  blood  of  the  Lamb "  or 
"the  wrath  of  the  Lamb."  These  are  the  two  things  so 
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clearly  brought  out  in  the  book  of  Revelation.  Solemn 
alternative  ! 

We  shall  now,  in  conclusion,  beloved,  bring  before  you 
the  practical  bearing  of  these  precious  and  solemn  truths ; 
for  none  are  more  practical  or,  if  held  in  power,  more 
calculated  to  influence  the  lives  and  service  of  God's  dear 
children. 

i.  For  comfort  to  cheer  the  drooping  hearts  in  the 
Master's  absence.  How  the  precious  words  in  the  Lord's 
farewell  to  His  disciples  in  John  xiv.  have  fallen  on  bur- 
dened and  weary  ones,  like  refreshing  showers  on  the 
parched  and  thirsty  soil.  "  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled 
...  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  ...  1  will  come 
again,  and  receive  you  unto  myself."  Suppose  someone 
wins  the  affections  of  one  of  you  sisters  in  Christ,  you  are 
betrothed ;  but  circumstances  not  permitting  you  to  be 
espoused,  he  says,  "  I  '11  go  to  Australia  and  prepare  a  place 
for  you ;  I  will  write  you  comforting  letters,  and  soon  come 
back  and  receive  you  to  myself,  when  we  shall  be  happy 
together."  The  Lord  Jesus  by  His  Spirit  has  wooed  us  and 
won  us  for  Himself.'  He  is  gone  to  get  ready  the  place 
where  we  shall  dwell  with  Him  ;  He  has  sent  us  many 
precious  epistles  to  cheer  and  encourage  us  in  His  absence. 
When  He  was  going  away  He  said,  "  Don't  be  troubled  in 
heart ;  I  '11  soon  come  back.  Be  of  good  cheer,  and  be 
always  looking  out  and  expecting  My  return."  What  com- 
fort !  Blessed  Master,  hasten  Thy  coming  !  For  those  who 
are  mourning  the  loss  of  loved  ones,  what  comfort  to  think, 
in  that  glorious  morning  of  resurrection,  there  will  be  a 
reunion,  never  again  to  be  broken.  Dear  child  of  sorrow, 
dry  your  tears ;  that  husband  you  so  dearly  loved,  that  wife 
you  so  fondly  cherished,  that  child  you  so  tenderly  cared 
for,  torn  from  your  embrace  by  the  cruel  hand  of  death, 
will,  on  that  morn  of  the  Master's  return,  be  united  to  you 
once  again,  and  that  for  ever. 
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2.  For  steadfastness  in  work.    In  i  Cor.  xv.  58  the  apostle 
winds  up  that  blessed  chapter  of  resurrection  truth  with 
these  words,  "  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  sted- 
fast,  unmoveable,  always   abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain 
in  the  Lord."     Perseverance  in  the  Lord's  work  is  greatly 
needed  in  these  days.     We  see  so  many  take  up  work  so 
earnestly,  so  diligently,  for  a  time.     Difficulties  and  disap- 
pointments arise,  and  they  become  discouraged,  and  after  a 
while  they  give  it  up.     Now  this  is  deeply  to  be  deplored. 
In  the  first  place  we  ought  to  be  sure  that  we  commence 
the  work  "in  the  Lord"  and  for  the  Lord.     Discourage- 
ments ought  then  to  drive  us  more  to  seek  His  guidance 
and  help.     Then  be  not  faint-hearted,  but  persevere,  and 
He  will  bless,  and  you  will  know  your  labour  is  not  in  vain 
in  the  Lord.     I  would  urge  this  upon  the  Lord's  children 
taking  up  work,  that  it  be  begun,  continued,  and  ended  "in 
the  Lord"  and  it  must  succeed. 

Again,  steadfastness  in  walk.  In  Phil.  iii.  20,  21,  "Our 
conversation  [citizenship]  is  in  heaven ;  from  whence  also 
we  look  " — for  death  ?  Oh,  no  ! — "  for  the  Saviour,  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ :  who  shall  change  our  vile  body  "  (body 
of  humiliation),  "that  it  may  be  fashioned  like  unto  His 
glorious  body  "  (body  of  glory),  "  according  to  the  working 
whereby  He  is  able  even  to  subdue  all  things  unto  Himself. 
Therefore,  my  brethren,  dearly  beloved  and  longed  for,  my 
joy  and  crown,  so  standfast  in  the  Lord,  my  dearly  beloved." 
He  does  not  urge  them  to  stand  fast  in  their  principles  or 
in  the  truth  merely,  needed  as  it  is,  but  "  stand  fast  in  the 
Lord."  Our  walk  as  well  as  our  work  is  to  be  steadfast. 
In  fact,  the  latter  depends  on  the  former. 

3.  There  is  another  practical  truth  in  Phil.  iv.     In  verse 
5,   "  Let  your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men.     The 
Lord   is  at  hand."     It  means,  let  your  " yieldingness  "  be 
known.     We  are  not  to  contend  with  or  before  the  world 
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for  our  mere  rights,  as  the  Lord,  who  is  so  soon  coming, 
will  see  to  it  that  we  are  righted.     We  are  not  to  resist. 

4.  Patience  is  taught  in  James  v.  7.     Be  patient  in  the 
midst  of  scenes  of  persecution  and  trial,  where  you  are 
misunderstood,   misrepresented,  and   reviled.     Remember 
our  blessed  example,  "Who,  when  He  was  reviled,  reviled 
not  again  ";  but  who  "  endured  such  contradiction  of  sinners 
against  Himself."     Be  patient  as  regards  the  coming  of  the 
Lord,  should  He  tarry  in  longsuffering  to  sinners,  knowing 
that  *'  He  that  shall  come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry." 
Time  should  make  no  difference  to  faith.    We  should  love, 
as  well  as  patiently  wait  for,  His  appearing  in  glory.     We 
should  live  as  if  He  were  coming  to-night. 

5.  In  i  John  iii.  2,3:  "  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons 
of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be  :  but 
we  know  that,  when   He  shall  appear,    we   shall  be  like 
Him ;    for  we  shall  see  Him  as  He  is.     And  every  man 
that  hath  this  hope  in  [/if.  on]  Him  purifieth  himself,  even 
as  He  is  pure."     It  is  not  yet  manifested  to  the  world  what 
we   shall   be — our  hereafter — but   we   know.     The   world 
should  know  our  present.     "  The  world  knoweth  us  not, 
because  it  knew  Him  not."    What  love,  what  righteousness, 
what  purity  marked  His  path  in  the  world  !     These  should 
mark   ours.     We   should   be   the   epistle   of  God   to   the 
world,  every  line  of  which  ought  to  spell  Christ.     Thank 
God,  we  shall  be  like. Him,  morally  and  spiritually,  when 
we  see  Him.     Oh,  what  a  glorious  future  is  in  store  for  us 
— like  Him,  and  with  Him  !     Well  may  John  add,  "  Every 
man  that  hath  this  hope  in  Him  purifieth  himself."     What 
could  be  more  hallowing,  sanctifying,  separating  than  this 
blessed  hope  ?     Suppose  the  one  who  was  betrothed  to  the 
man  who  had  gone  to  prepare  a  place  in  Australia  talked 
and  wrote  a  great  deal  about  her  love,  but  yet  went  to 
places  she  knew  well  he  did  not  approve  of,  and  did  and 
said  many  things  that  she  knew  would  displease  him,  what 
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would  you  think  of  her  love  ?  If  she  really  loved  him, 
would  it  not  be  the  study  of  her  life  to  do  what  pleased 
him?  Ah,  beloved,  we  talk  about  our  love  to  our  absent 
Lord,  and  yet  how  often  we  go  to  places  we  know  He  would 
not  approve  of,  and  where  we  would  not  wish  Him  to  come 
and  find  us.  Is  this  love?  "If  a  man  love  Me  he  will  keep 
My  words."  Moral  separation  from  the  world  is  the  path 
of  those  who  love  and  look  for  the  appearing  of  Jesus 
— he  purifieth  himself.  He  does  not  say,  "  You  must  not 
go  here,  you  must  not  do  that,"  that  is  law ;  but  He  says, 
"If  ye  love  Me,  keep  My  commandments."  Love  must 
affect  the  heart,  and  the  heart  must  influence  the  life. 

6.  And,  lastly,  we  have  a  blessed  link  between  the  cross 
and  the  glory  in  the  Lord's  Supper :  "  Ye  do  shew  the 
Lord's  death  till  He  come."  From  the  table  of  the  Lord 
we  can  look  back  to  Calvary,  and  remember  His  love, 
sufferings,  and  death,  and  look  forward  to  the  glorious 
morning  of  resurrection,  when  we  shall  see  that  riven  side, 
those  pierced  hands  and  feet.  Faith  will  then  end  in 
sight,  and  hope  in  full  fruition,  and  love  will  have  full  scope 
for  its  development  and  its  enjoyment  throughout  the 
countless  ages  of  eternity.  Such,  beloved,  is  the  Christian's 
hope;  and  God  has  given  it  a  large  place  in  His  word; 
and  He  means  us  to  give  it  a  large  place  in  our  hearts,  and 
not  merely  in  our  heads.  May  we  be  morally  ready  as  we 
are  spiritually  so  when  He  comes,  and  may  He  revive  in 
all  our  hearts  this  blessed  hope,  so  that  we  may  be  as  men 
that  wait  for  their  Lord. 


"A  LITTLE  while  !"     Our  Lord  shall  come 
And  we  shall  wander  here  no  more  : 

He  '11  take  us  to  our  Father's  home, 
Where  He  for  us  has  gone  before ; 

To  dwell  with  Him,  to  see  His  face, 

And  sing  the  glories  of  His  grace. 
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"  A  little  while  !"     He  '11  come  again  ! 

Let  us  the  precious  hours  redeem  ; 
Our  only  grief  to  give  Him  pain, 

Our  joy  to  serve  and  follow  Him  : 
Watching  and  ready  may  we  be, 
As  those  who  long  their  Lord  to  see. 

"  A  little  while  ! "     7T  will  soon  be  past : 
Why  should  we  shun  the  shame  and  cross  ? 

Oh,  let  us  in  His  footsteps  haste, 
Counting  for  Him  all  else  but  loss  ! 

Oh,  how  will  recompense  His  smile, 

The  suffering  of  this  "little  while  !" 

"A  little  while  !"     Come,  Saviour,  come  ! 

For  Thee  Thy  Church  has  tarried  long  ; 
Take  Thy  poor  wearied  pilgrims  home, 

To  sing  the  new  eternal  song ; 
To  see  Thy  glory,  and  to  be 
In  everything  conformed  to  Thee. 
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"  And  I  saw  a  great  white  throne,  and  Him  that  sat  on  it,  from  whose 
face  the  earth  and  the  heaven  fled  away ;  and  there  was  found 
no  place  for  them.  And  I  saw  the  dead,  small  and  great,  stand 
before  God ;  and  the  books  were  opened  :  and  another  book  was 
opened,  which  is  the  book  of  life  :  and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of 
those  things  which  were  written  in  the  books,  according  to  their 
works.  And  the  sea  gave  up  the  dead  which  were  in  it ;  and  death 
and  hades  gave  up  the  dead  which  were  in  them  :  and  they  were 
judged  every  man  according  to  their  works.  And  death  and  hades 
were  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire.  This  is  the  second  death.  And 
whosoever  was  not  found  written  in  the  book  of  life  was  cast  into 
the  lake  of  fire." — REVELATION  xx.  11-15. 


[HE  end  of  all  things  has  arrived,  and  the  closing 
scene  of  the  great  drama  of  man's  eventful 
history,  on  the  stage  of  time,  is  about  to  be 
enacted  ere  the  curtain  falls  for  ever.  The 
scene  is  one  of  unparalleled  grandeur,  but  of  appalling 
awfulness.  Man,  who  on  earth  refused  God's  authority 
and  God's  love,  will  now  be  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  righteous  Judge,  to  give  an  account  of  himself  to  Him. 
The  day  of  grace  and  long-suffering  is  over.  The  door  of 
mercy  and  hope  has  closed  for  ever.  Man's  day  has 
ceased;  now  it  is  God's.  The  day  of  judgment,  righteous 
judgment,  has  come,  when  "God  will  judge  the  secrets  of 
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men,"  when  "  God  will  bring  every  work  into  judgment, 
with  every  secret  thing,"  when  God  will  "execute  judgment 
upon  all,  and  convict"  (R-V.)  "all  that  are  ungodly  of 
all  their  ungodly  deeds,  which  they  have  ungodly  com- 
mitted, and  of  all  their  hard  speeches,  which  ungodly 
sinners  have  spoken  against  Him."  It  is  _the  Great  High 
Court  of  Justice,  the  Great  Assize,  from  which  there  is 
no  appeal.  God's  day  of  reckoning  has  come,  when  He 
will,  moreover,  make  requisition  for  the  blood  of  His 
beloved  Son,  which  stained  this  earth ;  when  He  will 
unsheath  the  sword  of  judgment  to  avenge  the  murder  of 
His  well-beloved  and  only  begotten  Son.  And  who  shall 
be  able  to  stand  ? 

They  make  a  great  mistake  who  suppose  and  who  teach 
that  all  the  good  and  bad^will  remain  in  their  graves  till 
now,  that  all  will  be  raised  and  stand  before  God,  and  that 
then  He  will  separate  the  sheep  from  the  goats.  There  is  no 
warrant  for  such  teaching  in  Scripture.  In  Matthew  xxv. 
we  have  the  King — not  the  judge — separating  the  sheep 
from  the  goats — fulfilling  the  word  of  prophecy  before  He 
sets  up  His  millennial  kingdom.  It  is  a  scene  on  earth. 
But  here  the  earth  and  heavens  flee  away  ;  and  it  is  in 
space  that  this  throne  will  be  set  up.  What  a  miracle  of 
His  power  and  Godhead. 

The  saints  of  God  will  have  been  raised  a  thousand  years 
at  least  previously  (Rev.  xx.  4-6),  and  the  millennial  saints 
will  have  been  changed,  to  sit  on  His  great  white  throne 
as  assessors  with  the  righteous  Judge.  This  is  the 
resurrection  of  the  unjust,  the  resurrection  of  judgment. 

Let  us  contemplate. 

7.    THE  GREA  T  WHITE  THRONE. 

i.  //  is  great.  John  looks  into  the  immensity  of  space, 
and  nothing  meets  his  eye  but  this  great  white  throne.  So 
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vast  is  it  that  the  place  occupied  by  the  earth  and  the 
heavens  is  now  occupied  by  this  great  white  throne,  on 
which  are  seated  the  Judge  and  all  the  redeemed  from 
righteous  Abel  down  to  the  last  millennial  saint  gathered 
in.  Oh,  what  a  countless  multitude  !  What  holy  myriads 
saved  by  grace,  and  washed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
trophies  of  His  power  and  love,  fruit  of  Christ's  death 
and  resurrection !  These  occupy  the  throne  and  con- 
stitute its  vastness. 

2.  It  is  great  because  of  the  untold  millions  of  lost, 
impenitent  sinners  who  will  stand  before  it,  and  hear  their 
awful  sentence  and  doom  pronounced  from  it. 

3.  It   is  great  because  so  great,  so  holy,  so  righteous 
a  Being  sits  on  it  to  judge.      We  shall  see  more  on  this 
point  hereafter. 

//  is  white.  This  is  expressive  of  the  unsullied  holiness 
of  God,  and  the  absolute  purity  and  righteousness  of  all  the 
saints  on  it.  Whiter  thaa  snow.  All  on  the  throne  are 
white.  All  before  the  throne  are  black.  What  a  contrast ! 
What  a  picture  !  Never  was  there  such  a  study  in  white 
and  black.  How  awful  the  contemplation  !  There  are  but 
the  two  classes — the  saved  in  white  on  the  throne,  the  lost 
in  their  sinful,  natural  condition — black — before  it.  Where 
will  you,  reader,  be  on  this  fearful  day?  To  which  class 
do  you  belong?  If  you  die  in  your  sins  unsaved  you 
will  stand  before  God  in  your  sins ;  and  when  you  look 
on  that  throne  you  may  see  your  godly  father  there,  or 
that  loved  mother,  who  often  prayed  for  you,  who  taught 
you  the  sweet  hymns  about  Jesus  in  your  infancy,  who 
often  spoke  to  you  about  your  wilfulness  and  sin,  and 
who  often  besought  you  to  trust  in  Jesus.  What  will  be 
your  feelings  then  ?  What  remorse !  What  despair !  No 
salvation,  no  mercy,  no  hope. 

Pause,  reader,  and  consider.  Are  you  prepared  for  the 
awful  consequence  of  going  on  in  your  sins?  Flee  from 
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the  wrath  to  come  at  once.  Look  on  the  two  pictures,  and 
think  that  you  must  represent  either  white  or  black  at 
the  judgment-seat  of  the  great  and  holy  God. 

The  throne.  In  Isaiah  vi.  we  have  a  sinner  standing 
before  the  Throne  of  Holiness,  and  its  claims  bearing  down 
upon  his  conscience.  The  light  of  that  Throne  revealed 
to  him  his  true  condition.  It  is  impossible  for  anyone  to 
escape  the  action  of  that  light.  It  was  a  perfect  blaze  of 
divine  purity,  in  view  of  which  the  seraphim  veil  their  faces, 
and  cry,  "  Holy,  holy,  holy,"  and  the  prophet  responds, 
"  Woe  is  me ;  for  I  am  undone  ! "  Isaiah  saw  himself 
standing  in  the  presence  of  Jehovah's  awful  Throne  without 
any  ability  on  his  part  to  meet  the  claims  of  that  Throne. 
He  was  wholly  engrossed  with  one  thought — his  own  utter 
ruin  :  "  I  am  undone  ...  a  man  of  unclean  lips."  He 
was  not  left  long  in  that  condition.  God  provided  a  remedy 
— an  altar.  In  this  day  of  grace  the  two  go  together — the 
throne  and  the  altar.  The  liglit  of  the  throne  is  met  by 
the  provision  of  the  altar.  The  guilt  which  the  Throne 
detects  the  altar  removes.  In  the  light  of  the  Throne  we 
see  only  a  lost,  ruined,  undone  sinner ;  in  the  light  of  the 
altar  we  see  the  rich  provision  of  Jehovah — a  full  and  all- 
sufficient  Sacrifice — His  own  Son.  But  at  the  Great  White 
Throne  we  have  no  such  provision.  We  have  the  Throne 
of  unsullied  purity  and  holiness,  exposing  man's  guilt,  re- 
vealing man's  sin ;  but  no  altar,  no  remedy,  no  Christ. 
The  ruin  will  then  be  seen  without  the  remedy,  and  the 
result — eternal  perdition. 

Reader,  are  you  prepared  to  meet  God  ?  If  not,  at  once 
accept  God's  gift  of  love.  "  God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." 
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II.     THE  JUDGE. 

Who  is  this  Holy  One  who  sits  on  the  Throne  of  Judg- 
ment, and  before  whom  all  must  stand  ?  It  is  not  God 
the  Father;  it  is  God  the  Son.  God  the  Father  com- 
mitted all  judgment  to  Him,  and  "  hath  given  Him 
authority  to  execute  judgment  also,  because  He  is  the 
Son  of  man." 

As  Son  of  God  He  was  the  brightness  of  His  glory,  and 
the  express  image  of  His  person.  As  such  He  came  from 
God  to  satisfy  His  holy  and  just  claims  against  sin.  As  Son 
of  man  He  came  into  the  world  to  meet  man's  deepest 
need.  He  was  the  only  perfect  man — God's  model  man — 
that  ever  trod  this  sin-stained  earth,  the  living  impersonation 
of  grace  and  truth,  holiness  and  love,  majesty  and  power, 
and  of  all  that  was  pure,  true,  and  good.  He  veiled  His 
deity  (tfeorv/s)  in  His  manhood,  yet  there  shone  from  Him 
every  divine  and  human  perfection.  He  was  perfect  God 
and  perfect  Man.  Yet  man  hated  him,  hated  Him  without 
just  cause,  hated  him  for  the  very  holiness  and  perfection  of 
His  character;  for  they  condemned  man.  Man  was  never 
satisfied  till  they  extinguished  the  light  of  life,  till  they 
killed  the  Prince  (Author)  of  life.  Man  deliberately  chose 
a  robber  and  a  murderer  to  the  Friend  of  publicans  and 
sinners,  and  nailed  Him  to  a  cruel  tree.  What  tongue  or 
pen  can  adequately  set  forth  the  enormity  of  their  guilt? 
Who  can  describe  the  just  desert  for  such  a  crime  ? 

The  human  heart  let  itself  fully  out  when  with  fiendish 
malignity  it  cried  out,  "Away  with  Him,  away  with  Him ; 
crucify  Him."  "  Not  this  man,  but  Barabbas." 

This  same  Jesus,  crucified,  killed,  slain  in  humiliation, 
anguish,  and  woe,  is  the  One  who  now  sits  on  the  Great 
White  Throne,  as  the  Judge  of  the  unsaved  dead.  The 
despised  Nazarene  is  now  the  righteous  Judge  seated  in 
majesty  and  power. 
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We  have  solemn  descriptions  of  Him  as  a  Judge  in  both 
Daniel  and  Revelation.  In  the  former  (chapter  vii.  9)  we 
read,  "I  beheld  till  the  thrones  were  set  up"  (R.V.),  "and 
the  Ancient  of  days  did  sit,  whose  garment  was  white  as 
snow,  and  the  hair  of  His  head  as  pure  wool :  His  throne 
was  like  the  fiery  flame,  and  His  wheels  as  burning  fire. 
A  fiery  stream  issued  and  came  forth  from  before  Him : 
thousand  thousands  ministered  unto  Him,  and  ten  thousand 
times  ten  thousand  stood  before  Him  r  the  judgment  was 
set,  and  the  books  were  opened."  Such  is  the  graphic  but 
solemn  description  of  a  scene  of  judgment  upon  an  ungodly 
world. 

Again,  in  Revelation  i.  13,  we  have  Him  as  Judge -in  the 
midst  of  the  churches.  "  I  saw  .  .  .  One  like  unto  the 
Son  of  man,  clothed  with  a  garment  down  to  the  foot,  and 
girt  about  the  paps  with  a  golden  girdle.  His  head  and  His 
hairs  were  white  like  wool,  as  white  as  snow ;  and  His  eyes 
were  as  a  flame  of  fire ;  and  His  feet  like  unto  fine  brass, 
as  if  they  burned  in  a  furnace  ;  and  His  voice  as  the  sound 
of  many  waters."  Such  are  the  representations  of  Jesus,  the 
Ancient  of  days,  the  Son  of  man,  in  His  awful  character  of 
Judge. 

Reader,  you  will  have  to  do  with  Him,  either  as  a  Saviour 
in  this  world,  or  as  a  Judge  at  the  Great  White  Throne. 
He  will  either  save  you  or  condemn  you.  Which  is  it  to 
be?  Oh,  I  beseech  you,  settle  this  momentous  question 
ere  it  be  too  late  !  Countless  multitudes  never  meant  to  be 
lost,  but  they  are.  They  meant  to  repent  and  be  saved 
some  day,  but  that  day  never  came.  Death  came  and  found 
them  unprepared,  and  through  eternity  they  will  have  to 
regret  their  procrastination. 

///.    THE  JUDGED, 

The  dead.  Who  are  they  ?  All  lost,  unsaved  sinners, 
from  first  to  last,  who  have  lived,  and  died  on  this  earth 
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whether  on  the  sea  or  on  land,  whether  by  natural  decay, 
by  disease,  by  suicide,  or  by  the  direct  visitation  of 
God.  All  must  be  raised  out  of  their  graves,  ere  the 
earth  flies  away  from  the  face  of  Him  that  sitteth  on 
the  Throne. 

As  the  children  of  God,  at  the  first  Resurrection,  will  be 
raised  in  their  spiritual  bodies,  to  be  glorified  together 
with  Christ,  which  bodies  had  here  been  sown  natural  and 
corrupt  bodies  of  humiliation  and  weakness;  so  (Matt.  v. 
29,  30)  the  unjust,  buried  in  their  natural  bodies,  will  be 
raised  in  their  natural  bodies,  in  which  they  lived  and 
lusted  and  sinned  during  their  earthly  career.  They  could 
not  be  raised  in  spiritual  bodies,  therefore  there  is  no  other 
body  in  which  they  could  be  raised,  but  the  natural. 
"  The  sea  gave  up  the  dead  which  were  in  it ;  and  death  " 
— the  grave  where  the  bodies  were,  "  and  hell " — Hades, 
where  their  lost  spirits  and  souls  were  kept — "  delivered  up 
the  dead  which  were  in  them ;  and  they  were  judged  every 
man  according  to  their  works." 

The  spirit,  soul,  and  body  will  once  more  be  reunited,  in 
which  man  must  stand  before  God,  answer  for  their  sins, 
be  judged  according  to  their  works,  receive  their  terrible 
sentence,  and  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire,  which  is  the 
second  death.  Born  once,  die  twice.  In  these  bodies  the 
condemned  will  live  for  ever. 

The  dead,  the  small,  the  great  ;  the  young,  the 
grown-up. 

i.  The  young.  I  know  not  when  children  are  responsible 
to  God.  He  knows.  But  we  know  that  millions  of  young 
die  without  God  in  this  world.  Babes,  who  die,  go  to  be 
with  Jesus,  because  God  gave  His  Son  to  be  the  pro- 
pitiation for  the  whole  world;  and  babes,  though  born  in 
sin  and  shapen  in  iniquity,  and  never  having  sinned,  are 
sheltered  under  the  blood.  Never  was  there  a  greater 
falsehood  forged  in  hell  than  that  babes,  unless  they  are 
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sprinkled  with  water,  and  the  sign  of  the  cross  made  on 
them,  are  lost  for  ever.  Parents,  believe  it  not.  At  all 
events  we  see  the  young  standing  before  God  as  lost 
sinners. '  How  solemn  !  Many  of  them,  too,  the  children 
of  Christian  parents,  and  there  through  the  bad  training, 
the  inconsistencies  and  worldliness,  of  those  parents. 
Parents,  saved  by  grace,  will  you,  from  your  exalted  place 
at  this  great  day,  look  down  and  see  your  children,  who 
died  in  their  youth,  stand  before  God,  to  be  for  ever 
banished  from  Him  and  from  you?  Train  then  your 
children  for  God,  and  not  for  the  world,  no  matter  how 
great  the  advantage.  Can  you  bear  to  think  of  your 
eternal  separation  from  them?  Can  you  bear  to  think 
that  you  must  say  "  Amen  "  to  the  awful  sentence  which 
eternally  seals  their  doom  ?  Unconverted  children,  unsaved 
young  people,  fly  at  once  for  refuge  to  the  loving  arms  of 
Jesus  ere  it  be  too  late,  ere  some  fell  disease,  to  which  the 
young  are  pre-eminently  subject,  carries  you  off,  and  then 
"  after  death  the  judgment." 

2.  Adults.  God  does  not  leave  us  to  mere  conjecture  as 
to  those  who  are  included  under  the  name  of  "the  dead." 
We  have  a  list  of  them  in  Rev.  xxi.  8  •  a  black  list,  a 
fearful  catalogue,  under  which  all  the  lost  are  included. 
"  But  the  fearful,  and  unbelieving,  and  the  abominable,  and 
murderers,  and  whoremongers,  and  sorcerers,  and  idolaters, 
and  all  liars,  shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  which 
burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone :  which  is  the  second 
death."  i.  The  fearful.  Who  are  these  that  stand  out  in 
the  forefront  in  this  list?  Cowards,  afraid  to  decide  for 
Christ  and  become  Christians.  Perhaps  they  consist  of 
persons  carrying  on  unhallowed  traffic,  or  making  gain  by 
unlawful  ways  and  means,  as  for  instance  adulterating  food, 
or  by  trickery  apd  sharp  practices  getting  rich.  I  have 
met  many  such  in  my  time,  seemingly  anxious  in  the  after- 
meeting,  but  seldom  have  I  known  one  to  accept  Christ, 
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and  give  up  his  dishonest  money-making  trade,  or  make 
restitution  of  his  ill-gotten  wealth  like  Zaccheus  of  old.  If 
any  such  are  now  reading  this,  I  ask  you,  "  What  shall  it 
profit  a  man,  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his 
own  soul?  Or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his 
soul?"  (Mark  viii.  36,  37.) 

There  is  another  class.  Some  people  are  so  carried 
away  and  infatuated  by  the  world's  pleasures  and  amuse- 
ments, that  they  imagine  they  would  have  to  give  them  all 
up  if  they  became  true  Christians,  and  spend  the  rest  of 
their  lives  in  isolation,  self-denial,  and  melancholy.  They 
are  afraid  to  decide  for  Christ. 

Such  forget  that  God  does  not  ask  them,  as  lost,  guilty 
sinners,  to  give  up  anything  preparatory  to  salvation.  All 
He  asks  of  them  is  to  accept  Christ  as  His  gift  of  love ;  to 
take  salvation  without  money  and  without  price.  Then, 
when  they  have  got  Christ,  they  will  have  within  them 
what  Dr.  Chalmers  calls  "  the  expulsive  power  of  the  new 
affections."  Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  they  have  the 
power  or  the  desire  to  give  up  either  sin  or  the  world. 
Again  there  are  many  who  are  afraid  to  decide  for  Christ 
because  they  could  not  stand  the  sneers  of  their  com- 
panions, or  the  jeers  of  their  relatives  and  friends.  Many 
a  young  man  is  laughed  into  Hell,  from  which  he  will 
never  be  laughed  out.  The  curl  of  the  lip,  the  look  of 
contempt,  the  taunting  word,  make  arrant  cowards  of  them. 
Many  an  anxious  young  man  have  I  seen  turned  away  by 
the  sneer  of  a  girl  sitting  beside  him  at  a  meeting. 

There  are  men  who,  as  brave  as  lions  to  face  danger  and 
death,  slink  away  with  miserable,  contemptible  cowardice, 
sooner  than  step  out  of  the  ranks  of  sin  into  the  light  and 
liberty  of  God's  children.  Some  think  it  is  effeminate  and 
not  manly  to  become  a  Christian.  It  is  manly  to  scoff  at 
religion,  to  differ  with  their  godly  parents,  to  join  with  the 
leaders  of  advanced  thought.  I  believe  that  the  finest 
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example  of  true  manliness  is  for  a  young  man,  disregarding 
the  taunts  and  sneers  of  those  around  him,  boldly  to  confess 
he  is  a  sinner  saved  by  grace,  and  that  by  God's  help  he  will 
dissociate  himself  from  sin  and  his  former  companions,  and 
be  a  follower  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus. 

Cowards,  away  with  your  unmanly  fear,  and  come  as  lost 
sinners  to  Calvary's  cross,  and  find  peace  and  pardon ! 
Then  you  will  find  Jesus  will  give  you  strength  over  your 
sins,  and  enable  you  to  be  more  than  conquerors. 

The  next  in  this  list  are  the  unbelievers.  These  form  a 
very  large  number.  They  include  all  professors,  who  have 
a  name  that  they  live  but  are  dead;  the  moral,  philanthropic, 
kind,  upright,  honourable,  generous,  as  well  as  those  who 
spend  their  time  in  prayers,  fastings,  ordinances,  and 
ceremonies ;  men  and  women  of  every  shade  of  religious 
opinion — high  church,  broad  church,  low  church — men  who, 
without  a  spark  of  divine  life,  are  contending  for  the  power- 
less forms  of  a  traditionary  religion.  There  is  one  awfully 
solemn  fact  about  all  these  that  form  this  class  of  unbelievers, 
that  there  is  no  link  between  them  and  the  Man  that  sits  at 
God's  right  hand.  They  are  without  Christ  and  without 
hope.  They  have  never  believed  to  the  saving  of  their 
souls.  Professing  to  believe,  they  are  very  indignant  that 
they  should  be  classed  with  infidels  and  sceptics.  Yet 
before  God  they  are  on  the  same  platform,  and,  at  the  day 
of  judgment,  in  the  same  bundle.  The  immoral  are  not 
included  here,  as  they  are  referred  to  after;  but  the  edu- 
cated, the  refined,  the  rich,  the  lovers  of  pleasure  more  than 
lovers  of  God,  having  \.\\Q/orm  of  godliness,  but  denying  the 
power  thereof,  all  moral,  religious,  careless  men  and  women, 
who  never  on  earth  accepted  Jesus  as  their  Saviour,  are  now 
side  by  side  with  murderers,  harlots,  drunkards,  profligates, 
libertines,  the  filthy,  the  vile,  and  the  abandoned,  and  will 
have  them  for  their  companions  for  eternity. 

Unbelievers.     Do  not  be  deceived,  my  friends.     Do  not 
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think  that  because  you  were  taught  from  your  infancy  to 
believe  the  historical  facts  of  Scripture,  to  say  the  Ten 
Commandments,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the  Apostles' 
Creed ;  that  because  you  have  been  confirmed  and  been  a 
regular  communicant ;  that  because  you  are  an  ordained 
minister  of  religion,  an  office-bearer  in  your  church,  a 
Sunday-school  teacher,  a  member  of  your  society  —  that 
therefore  you  are  a  believer  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The 
demons  believed  on  Him  and  were  lost.  Judas  Iscariot 
believed  on  Him  and  was  lost.  Simon  Magus  believed  on 
Him  and  was  lost.  Thousands  upon  thousands  have 
believed  on  Him  and  are  lost. 

Do  not  mistake  historical,  educational,  intellectual  belief 
for  the  true,  whole-hearted  faith  in  the  blessed  Person  of  the 
Son  of  God,  who  took  the  place  of  the  sinner  upon  the 
cross,  which  belief  brings  peace,  pardon,  and  salvation  to 
the  vilest. 

There  are  but  the  two  classes  here — those  who  believe 
and  are  on  the  throne,  and  those  who  never  really  believed 
on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  are  before  the  throne.  Oh, 
reader,  where  would  you  be  if  you  died  now?  Do,  I 
beseech  you,  answer  this  question  now  to  God  !  You  may 
be  everything  that  is  lovely  and  amiable,  gentle  and  kind, 
upright  and  religious ;  but  are  you  prepared  to  meet  God  ? 
If  death  came  suddenly,  are  you  ready  ?  Rest  not  satisfied 
till  you  know  for  certain  you  have  passed  from  death  unto 
life. 

I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  others  in  this  catalogue — 
"  the  abominable,"  loathsome,  filthy,  blaspheming,  drunken 
slaves  of  Satan,  millions  of  the  masses  who  have  sunk  into 
degradation,  vice,  and  crime.  "  Whoremongers"  or  forni- 
cators,  adulterers,  seducers,  and  the  unclean,  who  commit 
such  crimes  that  God  specially  hates,  and  that  caused  Him 
to  destroy  the  cities  of  the  plain.  "  Let  no  man  deceive 
you  with  vain  words ;  for  because  of  these  things  cometh 
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the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  children  of  disobedience." 
(Eph.  v.  6.)  "Sorcerers" — spiritualists,  those  that  practise 
witchcraft,  divination,  or  have  recourse  to  familiar  spirits,  or 
mediums  of  intercommunication  with  the  unseen  world. 
"•Idolaters."  What  a  number  are  swept  into  this  net !  All 
unconverted  'men  are  idolaters  more  or  less.  See  how 
many  are  worshipping  the  golden  calf  of  money.  Men  are 
hasting  to  be  rich.  -Covetousness  is  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
and  God  tells  us  covetousness  is  idolatry.  It  is  an  unsatiable 
thirst ;  it  is  a  maddening,  intoxicating  pursuit.  Men  sacri- 
fice life,  health,  honour,  character,  soul,  everything  to  gain 
gold.  "  Whosoever  drinketh  of  this  water  shall  thirst 
again." 

Pleasure  is  an  idol  that  boasts  of  many  worshippers — 
lovers  of  pleasure  who  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a 
season,  and  then  the  judgment.  How  attractive  to  the 
young !  Everything  seems  so  fair,  so  lovely  in  this  flowery 
path  to  the  young  heart.  They  look  on  all  the  tinsel  and 
gilding  as  real,  and  Stirling,  and  genuine.  They  see  not  its 
hollowness  and  unreality. 

A  lady  was  once  put  down  at  the  wrong  entrance  at  a 
theatre,  and  when  she  got  inside  she  saw  a  finger  on  the 
wall  pointing  to  "  This  way  to  the  pit."  "  Thank  God," 
she  said,  "it  is  not  the  pit  of  hell."  She  turned  and  left, 
but  it  was  the  arrow  from  God  which  soon  after  led  to  her 
conversion. 

All  these  paths  of  pleasure  have  the  same  ending,  and 
over  every  entrance  is  written,  "  This  way  to  the  pit." 

Love  of  dress  and  fashion  is  an  idol.  More  time  is  spent 
before  the  toilet-table,  and  in  dressing  and  decking  the 
body,  by  some,  than  is  given  to  the  claims  of  the  never-dying 
soul. 

Love  of  power  and  position  is  an  idol.  Reader,  you  must 
be  turned  from  these  idols  to  serve  the  living  and  true  God, 
or  be  catalogued  in  Revelation  xxi.  8. 
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These  be  your  gods,  professing  Christians,  before  whom 
you  are  bowing  down.  God  says,  "Thou  shalt  worship  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  Him  only  shalt  thou  serve." 

And  all  liars.  "  Whosoever  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie." 
God  says,  "  He  that  speaketh  lies  shall  not  escape,"  but 
"shall  perish."  (Proverbs  xix.  6-9.)  How  completely  men 
are  under  the  influence  of  Satan — the  Father  of  lies — so 
that  David  was  obliged  to  say,  not  hastily,  as  our  version 
has  it,  but  bitterly,  "  In  my  hasting  along  I  said,  All  men 
are  liars  ! "  How  natural  from  our  earliest  infancy,  in  our 
childhood,  and  growing  with  our  growth  !  "  And  all  liars 
shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  which  burneth  with  fire  and 
brimstone  :  which  is  the  second  death."  "Ye  must  be  born 
again,"  or  else  second  death. 

These  are  the  dead  that  stand  before  God  the  Son,  the 
Judge. 

IV.     THE  BOOKS. 

The  Book  of  Nature.  How  strange  it  appears  that  many 
of  the  great  men  who  have  made  Nature  their  study  in  its 
different  branches — Geology,  Zoology,  and  Botany — have 
been  infidels  or  sceptics.  The  very  study  of  these  wonders 
of  creation  ought  to  have  led  them  to  see  the  Great  First 
Cause,  and  acknowledge  His  power  and  Godhead.  Instead 
of  that  they  tell  us  that  the  origin  of  matter  was  something 
they  call  Protoplasm,  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean, 
which,  spontaneously  coming  together,  and  being  developed 
as  ages  rolled  on,  formed  the  earth  as  it  was  at  Creation. 
They  may  palm  such  nonsense  off  upon  their  blind  votaries, 
but  surely  few  in  this  nineteenth  century  would  be  led  astray 
by  it. 

These  students  of  Nature  are  responsible  to  God  to  own 
Him  as  Creator.  Who  could  study  the  wonders  of  the 
microscope,  the  varieties  of  the  fauna  and  flora,  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  human  frame  with  its  arteries  and  veins  and 
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nerves,  and  not  ascribe  them  all  to  one  Supreme,  Self- 
existing  One,  who  created  all  out  of  nothing  by  the  word  of 
His  mouth.  God  will  not  hold  them  guiltless.  Before  the 
great  white  throne  these  unbelievers  must  stand,  and  God 
will  appeal  to  the  book  of  Nature  which  He  will  open,  and 
they  so  carefully  studied  on  earth,  and  leave  them  without 
excuse. 

Read  Romans  i.  19,  20:  "Because  that  which  may  be 
known  of  God  is  manifest  in  them ;  for  God  hath  showed 
it  unto  them" — in  every  flower  or  blade  of  grass,  every 
stone  or  rock,  insect  or  animal.  "  For  the  invisible  things 
of  Him  from  the  creation  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen, 
being  understood  by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  His 
eternal  power  and  Godhead,  so  that  they  are  without  excuse" 

Book  of  the  Law.  God  will  open  this  book  and  judge 
the  unsaved  children  of  Israel.  How  they  continually 
appealed  to  it  during  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  on  earth, 
and  afterwards  of  His  apostles  !  They  condemned  them- 
selves. "As  many  as  have  sinned  in  the  law  shall  be 
judged  by  the  law."  (Rom.  ii.  12.) 

The  Book  of  Conscience.  "  The  Gentiles  which  have  no 
law  "  (R.V.)  "  do  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the 
law,  these,  having  no  law,  are  a  law  unto  themselves,  which 
show  the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  their  con- 
science also  bearing  witness,  their  reasonings  one  with 
another  accusing  or  else  excusing  them ;  in  the  day  when 
God  shall  judge"  (Jews  and  Gentiles)  "the  secrets  of  men 
according  to  my  gospel  ...  by  Jesus  Christ."  (Rom.  ii. 
14-16,  R.V.) 

The  book  of  conscience  will  be  opened.  What  is  con- 
science? Where  did  it  come  from?  Adam  in  innocency 
had  no  conscience,  for  he  knew  no  evil.  It  is  what  Satan 
promised  —  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil.  Man  got 
conscience  in  and  by  the  fall,  and  the  very  firstfruits  of  it 
were  cowardice  and  shame.  The  bait  Satan  held  out,  and 
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which  filled  Eve's  heart  with  pride  and  pleasure,  and 
hastened  her  fall,  was,  "  Ye  shall  be  as  gods,  knowing 
good  and  evil."  He  left  out  the  material  part  of  the  truth  ; 
namely,  that  they  should  know  good  without  the  power  to 
do  it,  that  they  should  know  evil  without  the  power  to  keep 
from  it.  Conscience  tells  all  when  they  are  doing  right  or 
wrong,  accuses  or  else  excuses.  I  am  often  asked,  "  What 
will  God  do  to  the  heathen  who  never  heard  of  Jesus  or 
the  way  of  salvation  ?"  I  have  but  one  answer,  "The  Judge 
of  all  the  earth  "  will  do  right,  and  hold  impartially  in  His 
hand  the  scales  of  justice,  and  mete  out  to  each,  on  his  own 
merits  and  according  to  his  own  works,  the  punishment  due 
to  each.  There  are  few  and  there  are  many  stripes.  I 
believe  in  degrees  of  punishment.  I  could  not  for  a 
moment  expect  that  the  righteous  Judge  will  mete  out  the 
same  punishment  to  the  ignorant  heathen  as  He  will  to  a 
rejecter  of  Christ.  But  those  who  have  heard  the  gospel, 
if  it  were  only  once,  are  put  outside  the  pale  of  the  books 
of  nature,  law,  or  conscience. 

The  Book  of  the  Gospel  will  be  opened  for  such.  See 
John  xii.  48  :  "  He  that  rejecteth  Me,  and  receiveth  not 
My  words,  hath  One  that  judgeth  him :  the  word  that  I 
have  spoken,  the  same  shall  judge  him  in  the  last  day." 
Men  are  either  rejecters  or  receivers.  Which  are  you,  my 
friend,  as  you  read  this  ? 

To  receive  Him  is  life  and  peace.  "As  many  as  received 
Him,  to  them  gave  He  liberty  to  become  the  sons  of  God, 
even  to  them  that  believe  on  His  name."  (John  i.)  To 
reject  Him  is  to  be  lost  for  ever.  To  reject  Him  is  the 
blackest,  vilest  sin  under  heaven,  and  the  most  condign, 
deserving  punishment  will  be  meted  out  to  such.  To  reject 
Him  is  to  reject  love,  peace,  pardon,  mercy,  hope,  heaven. 
To  reject  Him  is  to  choose  sin,  pleasure,  the  world,  here. 
Misery,  remorse,  banishment  from  everything  holy,  happy, 
and  good,  for  ever.  Love  delights  to  bless,  but  what  so 
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sensitive  of  neglect  ?  How  indignant  must  injured,  rejected, 
scorned  love  be  on  that  solemn  day  of  final  reckoning  ! 
With  what  sure  judgment  it  will  visit  those  who  have 
despised  its  offer  of  pardon  and  salvation.  Eternal  con- 
demnation must  be  the  awful  sentence  of  God  on  every 
soul  that  rejects  Jesus  and  His  word. 

"  He  that  receiveth  not  My  Word."  That  Word,  my 
dear  friend,  may  have  been  taught  you  by  a  loved  mother 
gone  home  to  be  with  the  Lord,  when,  in  your  infancy,  you 
learned  from  her  to  lisp  a  sweet  hymn  about  Jesus  and  His 
love;  that  Word  may  have  been  taught  you  in  precious 
texts  of  Scripture ;  that  Word  may  have  been  taught  you 
in  the  Sunday-school  by  your  godly  teacher;  that  Word 
you  may  have  heard  over  and  over  again  as  you  sat  and 
listened  to  the  story  of  God's  love  in  gospel  meetings. 
You  heeded  them  not.  You  cared  not  for  them  or  your 
soul's  welfare.  You  received  not  His  words,  and  you 
rejected  Him.  One  word  is  on  your  brow  more  indelible 
than  Cain's  brand,  read  by  angels  around,  at  which  they 
could  weep  if  human,  and  read  by  demons  with  rejoicing, 
and  that  word  is  Rejecter.  The  guilt  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah drew  down  from  God  a  terrible  doom,  and  yet  it 
will  be  more  tolerable  for  those  wicked  cities  than  for  thee. 
Our  ears  tingle,  our  souls  are  horrified  at  the  brutal  crimes 
committed  day  by  day,  and  they  cry  to  God  for  vengeance. 
But  no  crime  so  fearful  in  His  sight  as  the  rejection  of  His 
Son  as  your  Saviour.  Infatuated  men  and  women,  ye 
know  not  what  you  do.  Think  of  it  for  a  moment.  God 
swears  to  you  by  His  own  existence  that  He  has  no  pleasure 
in  your  condemnation  and  misery,  but  He  asks  you  to  come 
aside  and  listen  to  reason  and  common-sense:  "Come  now, 
and  let  us  reason  together . . .  though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet, 
they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow;  though  they  be  red  like 
crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool."  And  this  the  moment 
you  receive  His  Son,  who  died  on  the  cross  to  save  you,  as 
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His  gift  of  love.  Pause  and  consider.  Heaven  and  hell 
are  in  the  balance.  If  you  are  lost,  hell  is  your  deliberate 
choice. 

The  Book  of  Sins  will  also  be  opened.  God's  great 
record  of  crimes  unconcealed,  or  hidden,  sins,  works, 
deeds  done  by  the  body  in  life  on  earth.  Every  sin,  from 
the  first  sin  of  childhood  to  the  last  sin  before  death,  is 
written  there  by  the  hand  of  the  recording  angel;  sins 
long  forgotten  but  there.  None  are  forgotten  by  God, 
but  He  is  ready  to  forgive  them  on  your  accepting  His 
Son. 

On  that  dread  day  when  each  individual  sinner— for  it 
will  be  an  individual  thing,  and  none  can  escape  in  the 
crowd,  and  shirk  judgment — stands  naked  in  all  his  sins 
before  God,  every  sin  will  be  read  out,  and  then  he  will 
remember  each  incident,  each  circumstance  connected  with 
each  sin.  As  good  men  of  business  have  their  books  of 
double  entry,  so  at  the  Great  White  Throne,  when  God 
reads  out  each  sin,  the  sinner's  second  book — memory — 
will  bear  record  to  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  the  description. 
Man  in  life  forgets  the  most  of  the  sins  he  has  committed, 
but  they  are  engraven  on  his  memory  to  be  recalled  then. 
How  often  it  has  been  recorded  that  persons  drowning 
have  had  their  past  life,  in  every  incident,  brought  in  array 
before  them  in  a  few  seconds  of  time.  In  Luke  xvi.  it  is 
recorded  that  Abraham  said  to  the  rich  man,  "Son,  re- 
member." Memory  will  play  its  part  and  give  evidence, 
silent  and  incontrovertible,  so  that  every  mouth  will  be 
stopped. 

The  Book  of  Life  is  the  last  to  be  opened.  This  is  the 
great  register  of  the  names  of  all  the  blood-bought  children 
of  God  from  first  to  last. 

My  dear  friend,  if  your  name  is  not  written  in  this  Book, 
your  sins  are  written  in  the  other.  Which  is  it  now  ?  The 
Lord  told  His  disciples  to  rejoice  because  their  names  were 
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written  in  heaven.  Can  you  rejoice  at  this  blessed  fact? 
How  is  it  with  you  in  reference  to  these  two  Books — Book 
of  Sins,  or  Book  of  Life?  Are  you  ready  to  meet  God, 
and  face  your  sins?  Then  your  sins  will  find  you  out. 
But  we  have  good  news  for  you.  The  moment  that  you,  a 
poor,  lost,  ruined,  and  guilty  sinner,  rest  your  soul  on 
Christ  and  His  finished  work,  making  it  a  personal  thing, 
as  "He  died  for  me" ;  "He  loved  me,  and  gave  Himself 
for  me";  that  moment  God  will,  as  it  were,  take  the  sponge 
of  Calvary,  dip  it  in  the  blood  of  Jesus,  and  blot  out  of 
His  Book  all  your  sins,  iniquities,  and  transgressions ;  and 
as  He  is  so  doing  will  say,  "  I,  even  I,  am  He  that  blotteth 
out  thy  transgressions  for  Mine  own  sake,  and  will  not 
remember  thy  sins."  (Isaiah  xliii.  25.)  The  same  hand  of 
love  that  blots  out  your  sins  will  now  write  your  name  in 
the  Book  of  Life.  Now  you  can  rejoice,  first,  that  there  is 
nothing  in  heaven  against  you  but  a  page  of  blood;  and, 
secondly,  that  your  name  is  eternally  written  in  the  Lamb's 
Book  of  Life,  never  to  be  eradicated  or  expunged. 

V.     THE  SENTENCE. 

If  you  die  in  your  sins,  impenitent,  unbelieving,  and 
unsaved,  you  must  stand  before  God  in  the  presence  of 
assembled  multitudes — many  of  them  perhaps  your  own 
relatives,  friends,  associates — naked,  unclothed  (no  fig 
leaves  then  to  cover  your  shame),  guilty,  silent.  No  vain 
excuses  then  will  you  make,  no  extenuating  circumstances 
will  you  then  advance  on  your  own  behalf.  You  refused 
to  bow  your  knee  in  (though  many  a  time  you  did  so  at] 
the  name  of  Jesus  on  earth ;  now  you  must  do  so  before 
the  Great  White  Throne.  You  refused  to  confess  Him  as 
Lord ;  now  you  will  be  compelled  to  do  so,  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father  and  your  eternal  damnation.  No  resistance 
will  avail  against  the  Almighty  power  of  God,  which  cast 
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and  Satan  his  demons  into  the  lake  of  fire  before  you. 
Think  of  this,  ye  moral,  upright,  refined,  well-educated, 
philanthropic,  religious,  unsaved  men  and  women.  Are 
you  prepared  to  have  the  scum  of  society,  the  off-scouring 
of  humanity,  to  be  your  companions  for  eternity?  Are 
you  sacrificing  all  hope  of  heaven,  everything  that  is  pure, 
happy,  holy,  for  a  little  pleasure,  a  little  admiration,  a  little 
power,  a  little  influence  ?  Think  of  the  solemn  alternative 
— and  God  has  no  other — either  the  cross  of  Calvary, 
where  Jesus  died  for  sinners,  or  the  Lake  of  Fire.  Let  me 
entreat  you,  ere  it  be  too  late,  to  fly  to  the  wide-open  arms 
of  Jesus  from  the  terrible  doom  that  awaits  the  lost. 
"  Whosoever  was  not  found  written  in  the  book  of  life 
was  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire."  (Rev.  xx.  15.)  Cast.  How 
awful  the  word  !  It  is  not  that  you  will  go  voluntarily, 
crestfallen,  dejected,  despairing ;  but  you  will  be  bound 
hand  and  foot  and  cast.  The  Judge  says  to  His  executors 
of  justice,  "Bind  him"  (or  her)  "hand  and  foot  .  .  .  and 
cast  him"  (or  her)  "into  outer  darkness;  there  shall  be 
weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth."  And  to  you  He  will  say, 
"  Depart  from  Me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels."  Prepared,  not  for  you, 
observe,  but  for  Satan  and  his  demons ;  but  you  have  pre- 
pared yourself  for  this  awful  place  of  everlasting  punish- 
ment by  disbelieving  God  and  rejecting  Christ. 

VI.    THE  DOOM. 

The  Lake  of  Fire.  Some  say  it  is  figurative  language 
that  is  used.  If  so,  how  awful  must  be  the  reality ! 
Others,  that  they  do  not  believe  in  the  Lake  of  Fire.  That 
does  not  alter  the  fact  or  the  reality,  as  they  will  find  to 
their  cost.  "  Could  a  God  of  love,"  says  a  third,  "  send  a 
poor,  helpless  creature  into  eternal  misery?"  The  justice 
of  God  is  the  holiness  of  His  love  against  sin.  Love  is 
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too  holy  and  pure  to  make  any  allowance  for  sin.  It  is 
the  nature  of  love  to  hate  sin.  Therefore  God  has 
nothing  else  for  you  but  the  Lake  of  Fire,  if  you  do  not 
accept  the  death  of  Christ  as  the  satisfaction  of  God's 
claims  of  holiness  and  justice  against  you.  As  body  and 
soul  were  engaged  in  sinning  against  Him,  so  body  and 
soul  must  be  under  the  inflictions  of  divine  wrath,  suffer- 
ing the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire  without  any  sympathy  or 
alleviation.  No  tongue  can  describe  the  unutterable  woe 
and  misery  of  the  lost.  Memory  will  again  do  its  work, 
and  open  for  you  the  whole  history  of  your  life,  bringing 
past  scenes  to  remembrance  with  all  their  circumstances. 
Remorse  too  will  be  one  of  the  bitterest  ingredients  in  the 
cup  of  despair.  The  certain  sense  that  some,  you  knew 
here  on  earth,  are  for  ever  happy  in  glory,  that  they 
hearkened  to  the  voice  of  Jesus,  bowed  to  His  name,  wept 
at  His  feet,  believed  in  the  efficacy  of  His  blood,  and  that 
you  refused,  that  you  rejected  Him,  that  you  neglected  His 
great  salvation.  Oh,  the  inconceivable  blackness  of 
eternal  despair ! 

Others  may  say,  "  How  harsh  to  speak  so  plainly  of 
the  dreadful  horrors  of  the  lost ! "  But  our  answer  is, 
"  Did  not  our  Lord  warn  people  against  going  where  '  the 
worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched '  ?  "  It  is  in 
love  to  your  soul  we  thus  speak,  in  order  that  you  may  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  make  the  blood  of  Christ  your 
only  refuge.  In  conclusion  I  would  draw  your  attention  to 
the  two  whosoevers.  "  Whosoever  was  not  found  written  in 
the  Book  of  Life  was  cast  into  the  Lake  of  Fire."  And 
"  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish  " 
—be  cast  into  the  Lake  of  Fire — "but  have  everlasting 
life."  Which  whosoever  is  yours?  Which  will  be  yours? 
How  blessed  to  say, 

"  In  the  great  judgment-day,  Jesus  in  mine." 
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Why  not  then  take  your  place  as  a  lost  sinner — for  that 
is  your  name  now — and  accept  the  death  of  Christ  as  the 
execution  of  God's  righteous  sentence  deserved  by  you? 
God  can  now  righteously  forgive  and  save  you,  on  believing 
on  Jesus,  because  He  died.  Why  will  you  die? 

Will  you  reject  His  love  ?  Will  you  reject  the  pardon 
freely  proclaimed  through  Jesus?  Remember  the  con- 
sequences. Remember  the  Great  White  Throne.  Re- 
member the  books.  Remember  your  sentence,  an  awful 
doom  for  eternity.  Oh  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  so 
awaken  you  to  a  sense  of  your  real  danger  that  you  may 
flee  to  the  loving  arms  of  eternal  love,  and  find  rest  and 
perfect  peace  with  God !  God  grant  it  for  Christ's  sake. 
Amen. 
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